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“The Chinese Library will be the Indispensable

Instrument of Scholarship”
American Sinologist Charles S. Gardner and
the Chinese Collection at Brown University

Dr.Li Wang E ii, Ph.D. (Brown University)
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HISTORIOGRAPHY a . 1
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e e Traditional Historiography, 1938;

1961)
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE WORKS OF
CHARLES SIDNEY GARDNER

1, “The Western transcription of Chinese,” J¥CBRAS 62(1931).137~

47.

2. “A modern system for the romanization of Chinese,” China Journal
14(1931).7-13.

3. A Union List of Selected Western Books on China in American Libraries,
Washington, D.C.: ACLS, 1932; second ed. rev. and enl., Washington,
[1938].

4. Chinese Studies in America: A Survey of Resources and Facilities, 1.
Eastern Canada and New England, Washington, D.C:: ACLS, 1935.

. “Translation from the Yiian shik . . . ch. 93.20b-21b: ‘Emission of
Paper Currency,’ ** in Robert P. Blake, “The Circulation of Silver in the
Moslem FEast down to the Mongol Epoch,” HJAS 2(1937).317-321; ch.
146.4a-b, 6b, 7b: “Biography of Yeh-lit Ch*u-ts‘ai,” ibid., 323-325.

6. Chinese Traditional Historiography [Harvard Historical Monographs
x1], Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1938; second
printing with additions and corrections prepared with the assistance of
Yang Lien-sheng, 1961.

. Contributor to William L. Langer, ed., 4n Encyelopedia of World
History, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1940, Sections
1, 4, 10-11; G, 2-3; IIL, E, 2-3; IV, F, 3-4.

8. *“The future of Chinese studies in America,” Library Chronicle (Unis
versity of Pennsylvania) 12(1944).26-37. 4

9. Bibliographies of Sinologists, Cambridge, Massachusetts: privataly:
printed, 1958. o

10. Bibliographies of Fourteen Non-Awmerican Specialists on the Far
with a few biographical notes [with Ching-ying Lee Mei], Cambridge,
sachusetts: privately printed, 1960.
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A NOTE ON CHUAN TSU-WANG, CHAO I-CH'ING
AND TAI CHEN

A STUDY OF INDEPENDENT CONVERGENCE IN RESEARCH
AS ILLUSTRATED IN THEIR WORKS ON THE
SHUI-CHING CHU

By HU SHIH
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Reprinted from the Biographieal Dictionary, Exinext Ciinese or mie Ci‘ing Perion, Vor. 11
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Gardner Gives University
Extensive Chinese Collection

A collection of 35,000 Chinese
books has been given to the Uni-
versity by Dr. Charles Sidney
Gardner, a noted Sinologist and
former Harvard University < pro-
fessor. 7

The library — life's work of a
man who apunl year: traveling and
studying in the ¢ ‘East — has
been characterized by l).wnl AL
‘Jonah, director of libraries as “the
most significant gift 'of books to
Brown in the last fifty or sixty
years," It comes at a time when
the University is planning to be-
gin ‘a program of -Far Eastern
studies and’ will serve as a base
upon ‘which the program can be
built, Mr. Jonah said. The first
courses have been tentatively ap-
proved for 1962.

The majority of the books are
writlen in Chinese, however there
are also works about China printed
in ~Japanesé -and Western lan-
guages. Professor Gardner's li-
brary is composed -chiefly of
primary source books. and ‘studies
dealing ‘with “the history of the
Ch'ing or Manchu dynasty which
ruled China from 1644 to 1911.

Dr. Francis W. Cleaves, profes-
sor of Far Easterni languages at
Harvard and a leading authority
in the area, declared the library
“perhaps the best private Sinologi-
cal collection in the United States.
It represents years of discrimi-
native, relective acquisition reflect-
ing not only Dr. Gardner's special
interests but also his wide inter-
ests in every facet of Chinese his-
tory — cultural, economic, literary,
political, and social.” Professor
Cleaves indicated that although
many of the Western books could
be duplicated, it would be impossi-
ble to reproduce more than a frac-
tion of the Chinese and Japanese.

The 35,000 books are slim, paper-
bound volumes printed, according
to the Chinese custom, on fine rice
paper folded accordian-style. From
ten to fifty of the volumes are
packed neatly into a cloth port-
folio, called a t'ao, or a wooden
box, a hsiang. The boxes them:
selves are fine examples of cabinet
making, fitted without nails and
inscribed with large characters

Bocks 7,Col. 4

£ .

P
Books
(Continued from Page 3)
- which “indicate the titles of the
contents,
The University, which has al-
ways owned a number of books

ahout China but very few \mtten

in Chinese, will augment the col-
lection and keep it up to date, Mr,
Jonah said, Dr. Lea E. Willians,
associate professor of political sei-
ence at Brown, who will be a
visiting professor at the University
of Malaya this fall, will make ad-

ditional purchases in the Far East.

Providence Journal 9-15-1961

EREABREENX

Received in 1960, the collection
of Dr. Charles S. Gardner formed

the basis of what is now the
library’s East Asian Collection,
housed in the John D. Rockefeller,
Jr. Library.

Gardner Collection. Gift of
Charles S. Gardner.

Special Collections at Brown University: A
History and Guide, 1st ed., 1988, p.34



THE FUTURE OF CHINESE STUDIES IN AMERICA

Whatever of evil has emerged from the present world conflagration, one
good at least may be set against it: a new and rather startled awareness on
the part of multitudes of Americans of certain fundamental similarity of
outlook shared by the Chinese and ourselves. That bond may be in part
expressed in terms of self restraint, moderation, practical common sense,
and respect for individual human dignity. There has come too a new
awareness of our national ignorance, our insularity, provincialism; and with it
a desire for light, for study of the Chinese civilization which we now
increasingly see is superficially strange, but underneath so basically like our
own. It is becoming clear that tomorrow will bring ever more insistent
demands for those who can speak the national language of China, for those
who can read her new living written tongue, and for those who possess the
science to translate with precision her vast traditional literary heritage of
twenty-five centuries’ growth. Against such demands of the morrow it is
prudent to take thought and prepare today. The Chinese Library of the
University will be the indispensable instrument of scholarship.

“The Future of Chinese Studies in America”, Library Chronicle (University of
Pennsylvania) 12 (1944) , pp.36-37.
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CHARLES SIDNEY GARDNER

January 1, 1900—November 30, 1966

A.B., Harvard College, 1921 (1922)

A.M., Harvard University, 1923

Ph.D., Harvard University, 1935. Dissertation: A Chapter of the
Basic Annals from the Draft Tsing History®

Director of ACLS survey of materials for Chinese studies, 1930-1933

Instructor in Chinese, Harvard University, 1933-1937

With Serge Elisséeff and James R. Ware, founding editor of HJAS,
1936

Assistant Professor of Chinese, Harvard University, 1937-1041

Army Special Training Program, University of Pennsylvania, 1943—
1945

Lecturer in the History of Japan, Columbia University, 1944-1945

Lecturer in History, Wellesley College, 1044-1945

Chairman of the Far Eastern Association, 1949-1950

Those who knew Charles Sidney Gardner will remember him for the
unstinting gift of his time, help, and money to whatever students,
colleagues, and friends sought it, a generosity exemplified by the
donation of his extensive Chinese library to Brown University in 1962.
Younger generations of students, who have not known him, may still
be thankful that he has shared with them his knowledge in that useful
manual that stands as his chief work, Chinese Traditional Histori-

ography.
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“Obituary (ib&): Charles Sidney Gardner,
1900-1966, " Harvard Journal of Asiatic
Studlies,Vol. 27 (1967), p. 329
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2012FRENRALE, wEAKFEED "FEFE" (The Year of China)
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REMHPEFE (Gardner Room)
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THE CHARIES SIDNEY GARDNER

COLLECTION
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