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UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIʻI AT MĀNOA 



▶ Established in 1907. 
▶ Campus size: 320 acres

▶ One of 115 R1: Research Universities, considered the top tier in the 
country, and one of a handful of land-, sea-, space-, and sun-grant 
institutions.

▶ known for its pioneering research in such fields as oceanography, 
astronomy, Pacific Islands and Asian area studies, linguistics, cancer 
research, and genetics.

▶ a unique multicultural global experience in a Hawaiian place of 
learning, with a long history of adherence to the principles of 
sustainability and the essence of Aloha



UHM LIBRARY
Gregg M. Sinclair Library

When the Gregg M. Sinclair Library opened its doors in 1956, it was one of the 
largest open-stack university libraries in the United States. The library, designed by 
Lemmon, Freeth & Haines, which has since evolved into the present Architects 
Hawai'i, was dedicated to former University President Gregg M. Sinclair (1942-1955) 
on May 4, 1956.

Thomas Hale Hamilton Library

Constructed and opened in 1968, to provide the climate control that a true 
research collection needs. 

With the move to Hamilton Library, first called the "graduate research library," 
Sinclair was designated an undergraduate library. A library staff empathetic to the 
special needs of younger students presided over a highly selected collection 
geared to the undergraduate curriculum. The undergraduate library concept was 
abandoned in 1993, giving way to conversion of Sinclair Library to a music and 
media center. The graduate research library, renamed in honor of a former 
University President, Thomas H. Hamilton (1914-1979) adopted the welcoming title of 
Hamilton Library and became home to all other major collections.



UHM LIBRARY 
▶ Collections: 

▶ Monographs: 3,264,891
▶ Serials: 21,504
▶ E-books: 21,158
▶ E-journals: 28,359
▶ Databases: 259

▶ Staff:  112 staff members, including 30 tenure track librarians
▶ Known worldwide for its collections on Hawaii and Pacific; 
▶ Asian studies, which has been an academic focus of the university 

since 1920s, holds a special place in the library in both size and 
excellence.

▶ http://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/

http://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/


INSPIRATIONS FOR THE LIBRARY TREASURES 
INITIATIVE

• 2005 exhibition, "Making Connections: Treasures from the University 
of Hawai´i Library" organized by University of Hawai´i Art Gallery 
Director Tom Klobe

• Comprised about 350 objects, including rare books, historical 
documents, photographs, journals, prints, drawings, maps, posters, 
and fine examples of book design

• To hint at the wealth of resources accumulated by the library during 
its 100 years of collecting

• To showcase the unique and diverse cultural heritage in Hawaii, in 
the middle of the Pacific Ocean

• To engender unexpected connections and inspire new avenues of 
research



• A selection of items displayed are available online 
https://digicoll.manoa.hawaii.edu/treasures/index.php?
c=1

• Further information on Hamilton Library’s Special 
Collections and Rare Books can be found on the library’s 
website under  the  following categories: 

Archives; Asia; Audiovisual; Digital Collections;

General; Government Documents; Hawaiian and 
Pacific; Jean Charlot; Maps, Aerial Photographs, 
GIS (MAGIS); Music; and Russia.

• http://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/collections/

https://digicoll.manoa.hawaii.edu/treasures/index.php?c=1


Account of a Voyage of Discovery to the West Coast 
of Corea, and the Great Loo-Choo Island; with an 
Appendix, Containing Charts, and Various 
Hydrographical and Scientific Notices.  By Captain 
Basil Hall.  London: J. Murray, 1818. xv, [1], 222, CXXX, 
[72] pages including color frontispiece. plates (part 
color) maps (part folded) diagram.

Mao Zedong xuan ji / bian yin Jinchaji ri bao she
[Yan’an]:  1944.  5 volumes in 1: portraits

https://digicoll.manoa.hawaii.edu/treasures/Pages/viewtext.php?s=browse&tid=33&route=browseby.php&category=4&by=category&view=list&s=browse


Chinese Fairytales
Songling, Pu; M. P. Tsetsegov [translator] Berlin 1923 

Flowers of Chinese Poetry. Supplement: Chinese 
Religious Hymns
Serebrennikova, Aleksandra Nikolaevna (1883-1975)

and Serebrennikov, Ivan Innokent’evich (1882-1953) 
Tian’tszin’ 1938 



MOTIVATION FOR THE INITIATIVE



• Some of our core collections 
attract researchers and specialists 
from all over the world, but many 
remain under utilized in teaching 
and research. 

• Organize a wide range of 
community outreach activities, 
student scholarship competitions, 
guest lectureships, and fund-
raising donor events.

• Intends to provide the University 
with a new platform for 
showcasing our library’s special 
collections, promoting student 
research, and inviting donor 
participation. 

Dr. Yuma Totani 
Professor of 
Japanese History

Patricia Polansky
Russian Bibliographer



PRELUDE



Spider and the Fly First published in Germany by Wilhelm 
Liebknecht casts a children’s parable into a social tale 
of evil capitalists (“spider”  and hapless workers (“flies”).  

It was extremely popular during the Russian revolutionary 
movement in the 1920s.   

Our pamphlet is a Chinese-language edition published 
in the Soviet Union for the purpose of agitation in China.   

The striking cover is illustrated by Soviet artist Dmitrii Moor 
[Dmitrii Stakhievich Orlov, 1883-1946]  

The booklet was probably printed during one of two 
waves of Soviet agitation, either around 1927, 
preceding the Nanking incident, or in the mid-1930s.



The exhibit May – July 2017



PILOT PROJECT, AY2017-2018

▶ Envisioned the hosting of a series of colloquia, workshops, 
and exhibitions on our unique collections throughout the 
year

▶ Planned and implemented by collaboration between the 
instructional faculty and the library staff

▶ Launched in Fall 2017 with sponsorship from the College of 
Arts & Humanities and Thomas Hale Hamilton Library



▶ The Spider and the Fly: The Role of Political Pamphlets and Posters in China and the Soviet 
Union in the 1920s to 1930s. 

*This colloquium was held as an inauguration event of the Library Treasures Initiative. 
▶ War, Languages, and Un/intended Consequences: From Diderot to after World War II. 
▶ Orchids, Surgery, Astronomy and Poetry: a Peek into General Rare Collections at Hamilton 

Library. 
▶ For Boys and Girls Comrade! Children’s Books: For Fun or Politics.
▶ Ryukyu Kingdom's relations with the Qing Dynasty in China by Sachiko Iwabushi, Okinawa 

Studies Librarian



RESULTS & IMPACT

▶ Well attended sessions
▶ Both librarians and attendees felt these activities are great learning 

experiences



❖ Presented at AAS/CEAL poster session

❖ Invited to present at the 19th Biennial Conference on Literature and Hawaii’s Children

❖ Publication on the newly acquired rare pamphlet and the library’s social movement collection 

RESULTS AND IMPACT



ACTIVITIES IN AY2018/2019

• Continued the Library colloquia series
• Attracted more librarians to participate 
• Extended the scope of topics, from political ephemera in the Pacific to beautiful 

illustrations of plants, birds and animals.



Collecting in a Constrained Environment”
~ Special Lecture on the Library & Archives Development ~

Guest Speaker:  Richard Sousa
Research Fellow, Hoover Institution

Formerly Director of the Hoover Library & Archives
Stanford University

GUEST LECTURE SERIES

To help enhance the ability of Hamilton Library to acquire, organize, preserve, 
and provide access to these unique resources

November 7-9, 2018 



VIDEO  SHORTS  COMPETITION

• To promote the use of our library’s special collections by students and to raise 
awareness campus-wide about the educational values of our library’s unique 
holdings.

• In AY 18/19, 21 student teams indicated their intent to compete during the registration 
period (Nov 2018 – Feb 2019), and 9 submissions were made to be considered for 
awards: 

▶ 2 on Maps
▶ 2 on Charlot Collection
▶ 1 Okinawan Collection
▶ 1 Miniature books
▶ 1 Rare books      
▶ 1 Filipino films
▶ 1 Hawaiian collection    



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Achieved the objective of this initiative

• Raised the profile of our collections.

• Attracted more students and faculty in different fields to the library for 
research

• Provided a model for collaboration between faculty members and 
librarians

• Expanded presenters to experts in local communities



CHALLENGES

▶ Organizing skills are critical – i.e. long-term planning

▶ Outreach to stakeholders

▶ No rare book librarian 

▶ Prompt responses to requests from faculty students 

▶ Sustainable funding support

▶ Struggle against users in the digital age



FUTURE PLAN

▶ Continuing to contact various parties and potential partners for exploratory 
conversations on the Initiative’s next steps

▶ Establishing “Library Treasures” student scholarships

▶ Connecting with undergraduate curricular

▶ Partnering with the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Students and the Office of 
the Vice Chancellor for Research



Thank you!
谢谢！

Спасибо!



Questions？
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