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Summery

In this working paper, we describe the Thailand automobile industry which has recovered
and developed after the 1997 economic crisis. There was a significant shift from a
domestic-oriented industry to an export-oriented industry in the age of globalization. This
is a report of our field survey in 2006, in which we visited several Japanese auto
manufacturers’ and suppliers’ plants with our interview record. We have visited
Mitusubishi Motors Thai Ramchaban Plant and their supplier TSPKK, TSLA. We have
also visited two auto glass manufacturers; AATH which is a Asahi Glass subsidiary in
Thailand and a French glass manufacturer Saint-Gobain. These two companies showed
big contrast in their plant management system and global strategy. We also visited Isuzu
pickup plant and the new Toyota Samron IMV plant.

In general, we could see their effort to build an export-oriented base in Thailand business
by strengthening localization and independency.
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