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For years, philosophers, linguists, and psychologists have 
puzzled over the relationship between human language and 
thought. Now, says Robert Kowalski, in the quest to create 
artificial intelligence in machines, researchers have come up 
with some unexpected answers

Time to think 
like a computer

PROFILE
Robert Kowalski is Professor Emeritus at Imperial 
College London. The artificial intelligence  
language, Prolog, was based on some of his work in 
logic programming. This essay draws on Kowalski’s 
latest book Computational Logic and Human 
Thinking: How to be artificially intelligent, 
published by Cambridge University Press

OPINION  THE BIG IDEA
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For more opinion articles and to add your comments, visit newscientist.com/opinion
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“Reasoning using rules and 
exceptions is an important 
feature of our everyday life”

A thought experiment  about food shows how 
language can mislead us over intentions 
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