
Royal colleges support suspension of NHS overseas visitor charges 
pending review
The Royal College of Physicians, Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, Royal College of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists and the Faculty of Public Health have called for the suspension of
NHS overseas visitor charges pending review. The colleges responded on 20 Dec to a statement by 
Health Minister Stephen Hammond MP on 12 December. They stated:

We disagree with the ministerial statement that 'there is no significant evidence that the 2017 
amendment regulations have led to overseas visitors being deterred from treatment or that the 
changes have had an impact on public health'. Recent research from Doctors of the World 
highlights how one in five of their service users were affected by healthcare charging, and one in 
three of those were deterred from seeking timely healthcare. A recent report by Maternity Action 
demonstrated the detrimental effects of charging on mothers and children during and after 
pregnancy. We are also aware of cases of children having been denied treatment for various life-
threatening conditions.

We do not believe that regulations that lead to such situations are appropriate. They are having a 
direct impact on individual health and have potential implications for wider public health. Early 
diagnosis and treatment are vital to improve patient outcomes and – in the case of infectious 
diseases such as tuberculosis and HIV – to protect public health.

Concerns have also been raised about people who have been wrongly charged because they are 
unable to prove eligibility. The role of doctors in this process has the potential to damage the vital 
trust between us and our patients, and is likely to lead to poorer patient outcomes and contribute to 
already low morale in our profession.

One year on from the 2017 regulations, the regulations themselves remain a concerning barrier to 
care. We therefore strongly encourage the Dept of Health and Social Care to work with the Home 
Office and suspend the charging regulations, subject to a full review of their impact on individual 
and public health.

https://tinyurl.com/ycaw4huo

Doctors of the World research briefing
https://tinyurl.com/ydh5yapq

What Price Safe Motherhood?
https://tinyurl.com/ych66mq2

Public Health England letter to Health Select Committee
https://tinyurl.com/y8kb8nyq  (see pp18-26)

Docs Not Cops
http://www.docsnotcops.co.uk

Upfront NHS charges one year on - 6 reasons why they harm us all
https://tinyurl.com/y9rtsqcu

No to Hostile Environment at Barts Health NHS Trust
https://tinyurl.com/y7dmgn6a

Tuberculosis: looking beyond ‘migrant’ as a category to understand experience
https://tinyurl.com/yd5mrbwj
https://tinyurl.com/yb5f3ubm

Spain: The deadly effects of losing health insurance
https://tinyurl.com/y8zpr24d
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