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LETTER FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE

To err is human, to allow for corrections is the new PVLDB policy.

Every one of us who has written programs (or got them written by students or employees) has surely
found bugs in code. Some of these bugs result in errors in results presented in papers, which we discover
later. Even theoreticians are not immune to errors, and several of us have found errors in our own
published papers or in papers published by others. Based on the personal experience of one of the two
authors of this article, easily a few percent of published papers have one or more such issues that are
detected only after publication. Till now PVLDB did not have a formal way to correct mistakes.

We now have a new policy on errata. PVLDB will henceforth accept Errata Notes, which are basically
very short (1 or 2 page) papers reporting errors in papers published earlier in PVLDB/VLDB. We expect
many of these will come from the authors of the original paper when they find errors, but some will come
from others who have found bugs in earlier papers. Errata Notes will be subjected to a basic level of
reviewing if submitted by original authors, and more detailed reviewing plus feedback/rebuttal from
original authors if submitted by someone other than the original authors. Errata Notes will also be
explicitly identified by including the keywords “Errata for” in the title.

In case of serious errors that severely compromise the results in a paper, we will also allow retraction of
an already published paper. We do not expect to see very many retractions, and hope to see none at all,
but are working on policies to handle such cases if and when they arise. Typically we expect a retraction
to be either initiated by or approved by the original authors, but in case of issues such as plagiarism/self-
plagiarism, the PVLDB editors-in-chief may unilaterally make the decision to retract an already published
paper. Policies for how to handle retractions are being finalized, but in case a paper is retracted, PVLDB
will replace the paper online by a page that explains why the paper was retracted and by whom.

Divesh Srivastava (PVLDB Managing Editor)
S. Sudarshan (Member, PVLDB Advisory Committee)
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