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While most of the research in Requirements Engineering has to do with the contents of requirements specifi-
cations, at times their nature as documents is overlooked.

We will investigate how lessons from the Humanities, which have had far more time to develop document-
centered research methods, can be used to attack specific requirements problems—and especially, how certain
theoretically-unpleasant, but widely practiced manipulations of natural language documents, are fundamental
for the efficient inner workings of large organizations, and how petty sins at times serve the greater good.
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Vincenzo Gervasi’s research interests revolve around the cognitive aspects of software engineering. In this field,
several collateral branches have been developed, which have led him to work on topics such as natural language
processing, knowledge representation and processing, non-monotonic logics, formal methods and specification
languages, and more recently, artificial intelligence techniques and automatic learning. Some strands have since
evolved towards the study and definition of languages for software requirements, traceability in software, and
distributed bioinspired systems.
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