Washington
State Department of
Agriculture

Regional Markets Program

The Washington State Legislature provided $5 million in the 2021-23
state budget to award grants and expand WSDA'’s Farm to School
program. WSDA Farm to School Purchasing Grants provide schools,
childcares, and summer meal programs with funds to buy and serve
Washington grown foods from local farmers and food producers.
This was the first cycle of the grant. The second is from September 1st,
2022-June 30th, 2023. WSDA hopes to continue the grant into the
future, pending ongoing funding in the state budget. WSDA partnered
with Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) to administer
these grants. For more information, please visit our webpage at
agr.wa.gov and search for Grant Opportunities, then Farm to School.

Year 1 Program Overview (Jan-Aug 2022)

New grants help schools serve farm fresh foods to kids
across the state, a win-win-win for children, farmers and
communities.
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Range of awards: $1,000 to $200,000

Total grant funds spent on
Washington-grown foods:

Grantees sourced foods from over

170-unique local
Washington farms and food producers

WSDA Farm to School Purchasing Grant
January 2022 - August 2022

Key Outcomes

Farm to school purchasing grant funds benefit
students and result in more purchases from
local Washington farms.

Over 235,000 students benefiting*

51% of schools and childcares serve
populations where at least half of students
are eligible for free or reduced price meals

Grantees report top 5 benefits
of the program are:

Better quality foods
Cooking food from “scratch”

Increased children's
knowledge of local and
healthful foods

Increased consumption
of items in meals

Lower meal program costs

*OSPI Report Card Enrollment 2021-2022 School Year &
WSDA Farm to School Purchasing Grant Final Survey for
CACFP Sponsors

Map of Grantees and Funds Spent by County

Funds used to purchase Washington-grown food

from farms and food producers across 33 counties
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variety of Washington-grown foods,
introducing students to new
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Top 10 Products from Grantees:

(includes fresh, dried, and frozen) - - -
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$11’464 surveys collected by WSDA. *While this grant allows farm to school purchasing for more districts and farms across Washington
state, the grant awards do not reflect all of the farm to school purchasing happening, any institution can participate.

Data Sources: Unless otherwise noted, all data included comes from monthly school and childcare purchasing reports and grant
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