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ABSTRACT

IAN GOODFELLOW - THE CHURCH SOCIALIST LEAGUE, 1906-1923:
| ORIGINS, DEVELOPMENT AND DISINTEGRATION

This thesis, in examining the life cycle of the Church

Socialist League provides a case study in Christian
Soclialism,

The C.S.L. was the third Anglican Society to be founded
in the phase of Christian Socialism that arose in the last
quarter of the nineteenth century: it emerged within that
tradition in response to the increasing political momentum
of the Labour Movement which first achieved significant
Parliamentary presence in the 1906 General Election.

This study examines the context in which the League arose,
the membership, organisational development and life of the

League and the conflicts and circumstances which led to its
dissolution,

The society was distinguished from its predecessors by an
explicit avowal of Socialism combined with an open attitude

in theology and churchmanship. Within the League's membership
three elements may be detected - Socialist, Catholic and ‘

Intellectual. The history of the Leaque demonstrates the
interplay between these elements in the context of the circum-

stances of the time, notably developments within the general
field of the Labour and Socialist movement and the war and

its aftermath. As a result the character of the League changed
markedly in the course of 1its existence. Each of the three

elements made a bid to control the League. As a result of

internal tensions and external circumstances the League broke
up: it was a failure in synthesis.

In its full commitment to political and economic Socialism
it posal acutely the central problem of Christian .Socialism -

the relation between secular political principles and Christian
theology - and demonstrated the difficulty, and perhaps the

impossibility, of giving stable and effective institutional
expression to the relationship between two ‘'ideologies’.
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PART 1 ORIGINS | .
CHAPTER 1 -~ CONTEXT

The Church Socialist League came into being at a

Conference at Morecambe on June 13th 1906...‘| It was born

out of a tradition, by an event. The tradition was that

of Christian Socialism: the event the General Election
of 1906 at which the increasing momentum of the Labour
movement first made a significant political impact with

the return of twenty nine M.Ps to Westminster.

Genealogists of Christian Socialism have outlined an
ancient and impressive ancestry, speaking of a 'thin red
line' stretching back in Church History through Levellers,

Diggers, Hussites, Poor Men of Lyons to the Early Fathers,

the Apostles and thence even into pre-Christian times in the
ethical utterances of the Hebrew proPhets.2 Although John

Ball3 occupied an honoured place in the hagiology of the
Church Socialist League (C.S.L.), the links between twentieth
century Christian Socialism and many of these earlier move-

ments are decidedly tenuous, not merely in time but also in
circumstance and spirit.4 A more umbilical connection can be
made with the Christian Socialists of 1848-54 in the person of

1. Labour Leader, June 22 1906, account by Paul Stacy, a participant.

The Conference was also reported by the local newspaper, The
Lancaster Observer and Morecambe Chronicle, 15th June, in minute

detail. Northern based daily newspapers, Manchester Guardian and
Yorkshire Post both carried full accounts on 14th June. P.E.T.

Widdrington in his account of the Church Socialist League in
Commonwealth, April 1927, erroneously gives date as June 18th.

E.g. Stanley Evans, Christian Socialism: a Study Outline and
Bibliography (1962)

Edward Charles, Christianity and Socialism, article in
Christian Socialist , March 1976.

3. The banner of the London branch of the C.S.1L.. consisted of a

'‘portrait' of John Ball. Articles on John Ball in Church ococialist,
July and August 1912.

4. K. Leech in 'The Christian Left - Then and Now', a paper given at

a conference of the Jubilee Group on 1st May 1976, distinguishes
seven models and themes on which the Christian socialist tradition

has drawn through history.

——p



Stewart Headlam. Headlam, who had been taught and inspired

., 5
at Cambridge by the theologian of that group, F.D. Maurice
(1805-1872), was present as a veteran Christian Socialist at

the Founding Conference of the C.S.L. amongst friends and
colleagues whom in' turn he had inspired towards Christian

Socialism. Whilst the‘term 'Christian Socialist' was used

before the formation of Maurice's groqu, the activities of
Maurice and his associates, J.M.F. Ludlow, Charles Kingsley,

Thomas Hughes and E.V. Neale, are normally regarded as the

starting point of Christian Socialism 1n any recognisably

modern sense. It was a movement, not an organisation, and it

was short-lived: after 1854 the interests and activities of

the group diverged.

Almost a quarter of a century was to elapse before

another Christian Socialist group appeared. It was in 1877

that Stewart Headlam (1847-1924) founded the Guild of St
Matthew (G.S.M.) in Bethnal Green. This development was
7

significant not only because it inaugurated a revival of
Anglican Christian socialism which was to be sustained through

many decades - indeed, well beyond the scope of this present
study = but also because in it there came together potent forces

from two important mid-century sources in the social theoloay

derived from Tracts on Christian Socialism8 and the sacramental

5. F.G. Bettany, Stewart lleadlam: A Biography, (1926), pp.19-25.

6. Stanley Evans, Op.Cit., p.20, cites John Rabine of Birmingham, 'a
leading co-operator', as using the term in 1837; M.B. Reckitt, Church
and Society in England from 1800 (1940), p.88, refers to a book
published in 1839 by T.H. Hudson entitled "Christian Socialism
explained and defended and compared with Infidel Fellowship, especially
as propounded by Robert Owen, Esq."” In 1850 Maurice's group began

publishing 'Tracts on Christian Socialism'.

-

T

7. Petexr d'A Jones, The Christian Socialist Revival 1877-1914 (Princeton,
1968), gives a comprehensive survey .of this period.

8. C.K. Gibyn, The Church in the Social Order, (Pacific, 1942), pp.113-142
examines Maurice's theology, and its social implications.




catholicism of the writers of Tracts for the Times and theilir
successors. These two ingredients were henceforth to feature
prominently in Anglican Christian Socialism. The establishment
of the G.S.M. is also significant in that for the first time

an organisation, as distinct from an informal grouping, had
appeared in Christian Socialism: indeed it has frequently been
asserted that the Guild was ectually the first Socialist society

to be founded in Englandg, but in considering this assessment

much depends on the precise meaning attached to the term 'socialist’
A Christian Socialist organisation having been established, numerous
other societies, Anglican, Free Church and undenominational, were

in due course to follow in its wake. The G.S.M. remained small in
numbers10: it was, in Vvidler's words, essentially a 'ginger group'
within the Church.11 Churchmen who wished to find organisational
expression for their Christian social concern, but who felt that

the G.S.M. did not entirely suit their purposes12 founded a second

society, the Christian Social Union (C.S.U.) in 188913. The vear

1889 was important both for the labour movement and the Church.
It was the year of the London Dock Strike (August 19 - September
14) : it also saw the publication of two collections of essays,

Fabian Eesazs and Lux Mundi14 which became seminal works for the
British Labour Movement and the Church of England respectively.

9. Occasional Paper of the Guild of St Matthew No.36, Nov.1906, p.5, Warden's
Address; The Church Socialist Leaque by Rev. G. Algernon West - leaflet,

1906, Conrad Noel papers, BrynmOr Jones Library, Univ. of Hull; James
Adderley, Christian Socialism, Past and Present: 1 G.S.M. Article in
The Commonwealth , December 1926.

10, Ibid.

d!

{
i
¥

Alec R. Vidler, The Church in an Age of Revolution (1961); P 99* ? iy

1

11,

S f
12. S. Paget ed., Henrx Scott Holland Memoxr and Letters, (1921), p.242
(Chapter by Charles Gore entitled 'Holland and the CSU'} ’

1 -
3

13. P. Dearmer, The Beglnnlngs oﬁ the CSU. Artlcle in The Commonwealth May
1912. ‘Although the initiators of the C.S.U. did not belong to the G.S.M.

there was nevertheless considerable overlap in membership. Dearmer points

out that three of the four group secretaries elected for London in 1891
were G,S.M. members. :

! i
-}
1

14. An assessment of the significance.of Lux Mundi. is given. in A.M. .Ramsey

'From Gore to Temple, the Development of Anglican Theology from Lux Mundi
to the second World War' (1960).
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The avowed purpose of Lux Mundi was ‘'to put the Catholic faith

into its right relation to modern intellectual and moral
problems', and the fusion of the critical spirit of modern
scholarship with the Catholic tradition of the Tractarians

did much to establish the 'Liberal Catholic' school of thought.

Two of the contributors to the volume, Henry Scott Holland
(1847-1918) and Charles Gore (1853-1932) took a leading part

in the formation of the C.S.U.Not surprisingly therefore the
new society added to its inheritance from the G.S.M.15 an
academic dimension to contribute to the Christian socialist
movement; this dimension, like Maurician theology and
Tractarianism was to be of continuing importance. Seventeen
vears after the establishment of the C.S.U., a third Anglican
society, the Church Socialist League (CSL) came into existence,
by which time the pioneering G.S.M. was twenty nine years old.
With two societies of different and distinctive hue already in
the field it might have been considered superfluous to add a
third. To this question of the inadequacy of the existing
Socleties to meet the situation as perceived by the conference
members at Morecambe in 1906 we shall return when we examine
that conference at which the possibility of amalgamation with
the G.S.M., even on the basis of a modified Guild, was considered

and rejected, whilst adhesion to the C.S.U. was not regarded as a
Serious option.

The development of the Labour and Socialist movement in
deneral had, like that of Christian Socialism, an early and a
later phase in the nineteenth century, a phase of experiments
and theory and a phase of organlsatlons. Following Marx,
historians of the movement,. in con51der1ng the early and middle

Parts of the century, commonly dlstinguish between the 'Utopian’
Socialism associated with Robert Owen i(1771-1858), and the

'Scientific' socialism aSSOClatEd with Karl Marx (1818-83)
and Fredrich Engels (1820-95). 16 vet desplte the labours of

re

15. Dearmer loc. cit. p.130. 'We may safely describe the Guild of st
Matthew as the soil from which the new plant sprang up.'

16. e.g. H.W. Laidler, . of Socialist Thought (1927), p.v.



these three Olympian figures , H.M. Hyndman, (1841-1921),
leader of the Marxian Social Democratic Federation, writing
in 1910, could tell Christian Socialists that "so recently
as 1881 there was no Socialism, no Socialist literature and
w17 The
period between that date and the General Election of 1906,

practically no set of Socialists in this island.

which is our particular concern 1in connection with the

foundation of the C.S.L., saw the Labour Movement develop
politically towards a Labour Party, and ilndustrially to the
'New Unionism', the emergence into the Trades Union field of
the less skilled workers. As in the case of Christian

Socialism a number of organisations, with theilr accompanying

journals, appeared, as the tempo of the movement quickened.18

In 1881 Hyndman's book 'Enaland for All' presented Marx's

teachings to the English public and in the same year he
founded the Democratic Federation, which in January 13884
first issued its organ, 'Justice'. In the same month there
was founded a second society, the Fabian Society, different
in stvle and method, destined to be vastly more sigonificant
and to exercise an immense 1influence on the subsequent
development of the movement. In August 1884 the Democratic

Federation chanced its name to the Social Democratic Federation.

17. H.M. Hyndman, 'The Downfall of Liberalism and the Uprising

of Socialism'. Article in the Church Socialist Ouarterly,
April 1910.

18. J. Clayton. 'The Rise and Decline of Socialism in Great Britain
1884-1924"' (published 1925) is a survey of the period by one who
was himself deeply involved in it, and the broad outline of
this section is drawn largely from this book. Clayton mentions
by way of 'credentials' his involvement in the GSM, the ILP, the
Fabian Society and the Gasworkers' and General Labourers' Union,

- his work as an election agent, his articles for 'Justice' and
the 'Labour Leader', his pamphlets for 'Clarion', and his personal
friendship with H.M. Hyndman, Keir Hardie, Edward Carpenter and
Stewart Headlam (p.ix). As the title suggests,the book is written
- from the standpoint of disillusionment with what the author
considered to be the transformation of the Socialist movement
"into a movement of social reform. It made a strong impression
on the Christian Socialist and historian of the movement K Gilbert

Clive Binyon. ('I want', p.13, unpublished typescript, Blnyon
' 'papers, Brotherton Library, University of Leeds.)




By the end of the year, however, internal dissensions led to
a secession from the movement and the formation of another
Society, the Socialist League, by one of the S.D.F's most
notable members and its treasurer, the poet and craftsman,
William Morris (1834-96). The League, however, had a short
life: in 1890 it was captured by anarchists, at which point

Morris established the Hammersmith Socialist Society19, which

was active until its founder's death. Meanwhille the dock

workers' strike in London in 1889 had registered the first
major success of the 'New Unionism'. This 'New Unionism'

was to bring to the movement not merely an impressive lncrease
in membership, but also much more overtly political, and

indeed, socialist interest. In the field of publications

the hichly influential Fabian Essays appeared in 1889 and
Robert Blatchford's magazine 'The Clarion', from 1892, was
not merely to satisfy a readership but almost to create, with
its clubs, vans and fellowship, a way of life. In 1894 items
from 'The Clarion' were published in book form as “Merfie
England" and the enormous sales gave a further powerful boost
to socialist propaganda. In contrast to the message of the
S.D.F., the Fabians and Blatchford were each presenting, to
their respective audiences, middle class intellectuals and
the mass of the people, versions of Socialism, evolutionary
or ethical, which did not depend on the economic theories of
Marx. Many Socialists who saw parliamentary action as the
route to their goals were increasingly dissatisfied with the

labour 1link with the Liberal party. The arowing mood

favouring separate parliamentary representation led in 1893
to the creation, at Bradford, of another organisation, the

Independent Labour Party. From 1894 this organisation also

19. This Society was more important than the name, with its rather
'parochial' connotation would suggest. Gustav Holst, for example,
became a member and learned about Socialism from Morris. He set
several of Morris's. poems to music, was invited to be first
conductor of the Hammersmith Socialist Choir, and wrote the slow
movement of his Cotswolds symphony (Symphony in F, Opus 8) in
memory of Morris. For a number of vears from 1914 Holst was to

be closely associated with Thaxted Parish Church wherethe famous
Christian Socialist, Conrad Noel, was Vicar. Imogen Holst,

'Holst',
(1974), pp.21-23, 28, 40-46.




issued its own paper, Keir Hardie's 'Labour Leader'. Given

the existence of three societies, S§.D.F., Fabians and I.L.P.,

and the Trade Union movement, 1t was clear that electoral

chances would be enormously enhanced if these organisations

could be induced to co-dperate and particularly if the man-

power and money of the unions could be ranged behind the push

to parliament. This desire found fruition in 1900 with the
establishment of the Labour Representation Committee (L.R.C.)

a federation of the three Societies and the Trade Union

Congress, though a year later the S.D.F. pulled out. It was under
the L.R.C. Dbanner that twenty nine parliamentary seats were won
in 1906. Shortly after their arrival in Westminster this group
adopted the title 'Labour Party'. In the preceding three decades
both the Christian Socialist movement and the Labour and Socialist
movement in general have shown themselves to have been made up of
a number of different elements, and this characteristic resulted
in a tendency towards the spawning of new bodies and to fission,
though in the L.R.C. some measure of co-operation was achieved.
Nevertheless before the close of 1906 each had created three
societies. Each had a more extreme doctrinaire society, the
G.S.M. and the S.D.F., and each had a rather élitist,
intellectual middle class organisation of gradualist temper,

the C.S.U. on the one hand and the Fabian Society on the other,
with access to the corridors of power, ecclesiastical and

secular respectively. It would be unwise and indeed misleading
to pursue the parallels further. With the formation' of the
C.5.L., however, the question arose as to how far this third
Anglican Socialist body was to be a kind of spiritual arm of

the third political society, the I.L.P. 2s we shall discover,

a significant part of the history of the C.S.L. was to be taken

up with this matter of relationship to the political labour
novement.,

The environment into which the Church Socialist Leaque
was born was:one of the substantial alienation of the urban
working classes from organised religion. Indeed to confuse
the metaphor, this alienation could be regarded partly as
parent,ipa;tly as environment, since Christian Socialism may |

pe viewed, in some sense, as an aspect of the Church's response



to the presence of an urban population largely without
religious attachment. Though it is questionable how far
the participants in the movement were themselves conscious
of this consideration as a leading, motivating factor in
their actions there may be some justification, from a

sociological standpoint, in viewing the movement as an
unconscious, instinctive, institutional reaction to an

adverse situation. Timely evidence about this adverse
situation was provided in 1904 by the publication of the
results of a comprehensive and thorough statistical survey
of attendance at almost every conceivable place of worship

in London.20 This survey, commissioned by the 'Daily News',

directed by a Fellow of the Royal Statistical Society, the
journalist Richard Mudie—Smith21, took place over the period

November 1902 to November 1903. Its findings confirmed those
of a more limited exercise, the 'British Weekly' Census of
1886 and those of the social investigator, Charles Booth, who
for his purposes had rejected the statistical method, and
whose attempt to estimate the religious life of Londoners
appeared while the 'Daily News' Census was in progress.2

Moreover the statistical methods employed were of almost

unassailable soundness.23 Allowing for the fact that

comparisons between the 1886 British Weekly census and the
Daily News survey must be made with care because of the
different methods employed, it is abundantly clear that in
the seventeen years separating the two counts there had been
a further sharp decline in church attendance, particularly in
the case of the Established Church where there were now only
three worshippers .in 1902-3 for every four in 1886, despite

an increase of some 500,000 in the population of ILondon in

that period.24 The volume in which the statistics are

presented contains a number of essays commenting on areas

20. R. Mudie-Smith (ed), The Religious Life of London (1904)

21. Who Was Who, 1916-28.

22. Mudie-Smith op.cit. p.188 (C F.G. Masterman 'The Problems of
South London')

23. Ibid. The methods are set out in Chapter 1.

For a minor quibble
on methods see e.g. p.189.

24. Ibid pp.281-4.
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and aspec£s. Despite occasional traces of denominaticnal
partisanship and some inconsistencies between, and indeed
sometimes within, contributions, a definite general picture
emerges both from comments and figures. The survey indicated
that 'even in neighbourhpods where both men and methods are

alike admirable the majority of the inhabitants remain ...

25

uninfluenced and untouched’. Furthermore there was a

strong correlation between the poverty of a district and low

attendance figqures at church. The higher the population

density of a neighbourhood the lower was the percentage

26

attending church. A comparison of a middle class district

with a working class district in South London reveals that
30.6% of the population of the middle class district attended

church, but only 6.5% of the working class one.27 The

monumental Daily News census relates only to London but it
seems unlikely that the situation in the great provincial
cities differed greatly from that in the capital. As early
as 1833 in a 'detailed and authoritative work' entitled

'Manufacturing Population of England', Dr Peter Gaskell, a

surgeon who seems to have lived in the Manchester area, comments
28

on the religious scepticism of modern factory workers,
Comparatively recently, the religious history of one major
provincial industrial city has been investigated in depth.
The author, E.R. Wickham, finds that the broad generalisations
and conclusions that emerge from his study of Sheffield are

substantially those of any large industrial city of the

country.30 Wickham's first basic conclusion is that 'from

29

the emergence of industrial towns in the eighteenth century
the working class, the labouring poor, the common péople as

a class, substantially, as adults, have been outside the i

25, Ibid p.10
26. Ibid p.Z26f.

27. Ibid p.197f.

28. Quoted by A. Steele, Helen Fleetwood: an early industrial novel, in
Cruc1ble, Sept. 1968 pp 143 4

" w
lllllllllllll

29. E.R. Wickham, Church and PeoEle in an Industrlal Cit (1957)

30. Ibid p.13.
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churches. The industrial working class culture pattern has
evolved lacking a tradition of the practice of religion'.31
For the Christian Socialist the situation at the turn of the
century was both critical and challenging: the same industrial
changes of the eighteenth‘and nineteenth centuries had produced

conditions leadina both to the alienation of the urban masses
from organised religion and to the emergence within these masses
oforganised socialism, in some cases of an avowedly anti-religious
nature. From the point of view of the foundation of the C.S.L.
this extensive, established and increasing alienation was
significant in two respects. In the first place 1t indicated
the magnitude of the task facing any body, and particularly an
Anglican body, aiming to make headway with the working classes.
Secondly it indicated the small constituency from which the
Church of England could recruit personnel to perform it. The
past four decades had seen activities by the Church for the
working class - even, perhaps, with the working class - but

the prospect of an Anglican movement by or of the working class,

seemed not to be a real starter, however much it might be needed.

- Nevertheless, though the statistics of worship were gloomy,
there were some shafts of light both from the direction of the

labour movement and from the churches. The workers might be
absent from the pews, the 'Clarion' might raise a shrill anti-
Christian shout but the debt of the Labour movement to the
Christian religion was evident in ideals and insignia, and a
residual Christian culture easily detectable in the language

of its leaders. Whilst perhaps few people would accept without
qualification the assertion of Mr George Thomas that Christian
Socialism has been the driving force of the Labour Movement ever
since it beqan,32 few would deny that the contribution of the
Christian faith has been considerable. ' The link between
Nonconformity, especially Methodism,land the Labour movement

is a well-mined historical seam: whilst the extent of the

contribution may be a matter for debate, its existence is not.

i

31. Ibid p.14

32. S. Mayor. The Churches and the Labour Movement (1967),

by George Thomas, M.P.) | *
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I.L.P. spokesmen drew on the vocabulary and imagery of religion
"I sought out the apostles of the new creed", says Ramsay
MacDonald, describing his admission to the S.D.F. in Bristol

as a young man. "Then came the formal welcome to the stranger
who had strayed into!theix midst. We had all the enthusiasm

of the early Christians in those days. We were few, and the

gospel was new." He goes on to describe the coffee house in

which the admission ceremony was to take place, where "the

dimly—-1it small upper rooms with the hard penitential forms,
impressed the novice with a sense of awe and expectation. That
coffee shop was a cathedral, and its odours were the smglls of
sacrifice which were being offered up to Demos."33 Keir Hardie
told the House of Commons in 1904 that the unemployed man was
"the human Christ whose crouching figure bore the accumulated
sorrows of our complex civilisation; who was always being
sacrificed and crucified in the interests of commercial greed."34
If, then, we must speak of alienation, we must speak also of
affinity. Indeed Keir HlHardie could declare to thelreaders of

the 'British Weekly': "I claim for Socialism that it is the

embodiment of Christianity in our industrial system“?5 and
Ramsay MacDonald looked forward to a time when 'Christianity
and Socialism, the Church and Socialism' were 'interchangeable
terms'.36 Thus, whilst the S.D.F. took an 'anti-religious'
stance and the Fabian Society adopted a lofty neutrality
(though clerics, notably the Christian Socialist, Stewart
Headlam, served on its Executive Committee and wrote tracts
under its auspices), the third Society, the I.L.P. spoke, 1in

much of its membership, a language which Christian Socialists
found familiar, and generated an atmosphere in which they need
not feel estranged. Even among what might be'styled the. !
epiphenomena of the Labour Movement, there were“groundS‘for
hope: though the existence of Labour Churches, Socialist

33. Quoted in an article on Ramsay MacDonald's connections with Bristol
Western Daily Press, 11th May 1935. |

34. Hansard. Parliamentary Debates, 19th February 1904.

35. ﬁ;itishIWEékizHIBth January'legﬁ,’qﬂoted in Pelling, The Origins of
_-'_'—-_-—-——______-
the Labour Party 1880-1900 (1954).".

36. The Church Socialist Quarterly, July-1909. Report of MacDonald's speech
to:the Annual Conference of .the Church Socialist League.

?l-'i..‘ !
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sunday Schools and even perhaps Clarion clubs could be regarded
as evidence of failure on the part of the traditional religious
bodies, their presence could also be seen as testifying to the
continuing needs for fellowship and institutionalised religion
which the traditionai churches, if inspired anew, might
appropriately aim to meet. 1In some cases Christians took a

hand in setting up the Socialist Sunday Schools, as 1in Bristol
where a Socialist Sunday School was founded in 1898. The
membership of the Bristol Socialist Society which sponsored it
was of all faiths - Christians, Jews, Secularists, Spiritualists,
Theists, Theosophists - with Socialism as a common factor. Not
surprisingly attempts to draw up an agreed basis for the school
ran into difficulties. The final formula, embracing as far as
possible the conflicting viewpoints of the Society's membership,
and set out on cards inviting subscription to the school's funds,
showed both how near - and how far - these institutions were from
mainstream Christianity. "Socialism", it declared, "1is a
religion teaching Morality and the BErotherhood of Man as taught
by Christ and others. Its central principle (its God) is Love -
Love of Humanity. It strives to abolish unjust laws and customs
which enable the idle rich to rob the industrious poor. It
demands honesty, truthfulness, frankness of character and purity
of life".37 As for the Labour Churches, Lewis Donaldson, a
future Chairman of the C.S.L., could see in them a re-affirmation
of some of the cardinal doctrines of the Catholic Church ("every
schism has presented some truth, albeit isolated from the
proportion of all truth"): re-union with these 'seceding masses’
should come when 'the Church at large has répented of its
apostasy and is prepared practically to admit the truth for
which the Labour Churches undoubtedly stand'.38 Meanwhile the
Churches themselves had taken steps to try to maintain and,
hopefully, increase their contact with the working classes,

The Settlement movement39, the Christian Socialist movement

37. S. Bryher, 'An Account of the Labour and Socialist Movement in Bristol,
Part II (1931), p.54.

38. F.Lewis Donaldson, The Church and the 'Labour Church' in W.H.Hunt, ed.
Churchmanship and Labour: Sermons on Social Subjects (1906), pp.100-101.

39. Toyﬁbee Hall was founded in 1884. As a result of some feeling that it had
an insufficiently doctrinal basis for this work, Oxford House, accepting as
residents-only professed churchmen and acting in close co-operation with

local parish churches was founded in 1885. These pioneering institutions
were widely imitated. Reckitt, op.cit, p.123.
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itself, the Pleasant Sunday Afternoon and the Adult School
movements, the concept of the 'institutional' Church - all
of these developments40, many o0f them stressing the notion
of 'brotherliﬁess', were directed to this end. In the
Church of England the drowing concern about social issues
and Socialism was reflected in discussions and statements

from official bodies and influential spokesmen. At the

Church Congress of 1887 Bishop Alexander of Derry read a

paper on 'Christianity and Socialism'41. On July 27th 1888

an encyclical letter from the Bishops assembled at Lambeth
commended the study of problems connected with Socialism4

That Lambeth Conferenceireceived a report drawn up by a Committee
on Socialism and submitted it to the consideration of the Churches

of the Anglican Communion, and also received a report of a
committee appointed to consider the subject of the Church's
practical work in relation to Socialism43. Though the conclusions
were predictably cautious - they advocated small-scale land
proprietorship and shares in co-operative societies, not state
collectivism, to which they raised objections - the very fact

that the subject received an airing at such an exalted level

was significant44. In 1890, the Bishop of Durham, Brooke Foss

Westcott, delivered a paper on Socialism to the Church Congress,
meeting at Hu1145. He sought especially to commend the subject
to the careful study of the younger clergy46. His paper was

concerned not with the various types of Socialism viewed in

40. Many of these developments are examined in Mudie-Smith, op.cit.

41. Reckitt, op.cit., p.133.

| 42. Randall Davidson, ed. The Five Lambeth Conferences, 1867-1908
(1920)p p-llg- , t - #

t

43. Ibid., p.121.

44. 1Ibid., pp.136-141.

45,

B.F. Westcott, Socialism, a .paper read at .the Church .Congress, Hull,
by the Rt. Revd. Brooke Foss Westcott, D.D., Lord Bishop of Durham

on Wednesday, October 1st 1890.

46. ibid., p.3 (Page references are to the edition published by the

G.S.M., 1890. The C.S.U., of which Westcott was President, also
published the paper.)
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practical economilc terms47, but he wished, rather, to "consider

the essential idea which gave, or still gives, vitality and force
to these different systems" and "to indicate the circumstances
which invest the idea with paramount importance at the present
time".48 The burden of his exposition of the philosophic basis
of Socialism is the contrast between Socialism and Individualism
(rather than Socialism and Capitalism) and in his examination of
the antithesis between competition and co-operation there are
distinct echoes of F.D. Maurice's Tract on Christian Socialism,

No.1, published in 1850, in which he declared:

"The watchword of the Socialist is Co-operation;

the watchword of the anti-Socialist is Competition.
Anyone who recognises the principles of co-operation
as a stronger and truer principle than that of
competition has a right to the honour or the disgrace

of being called a Socialist“.49

Westcott declared that the office of believers now must be to
"show that Christianity which has dealt hitherto with the
individual, deals also with the State, with classes, with social
conditions and not only with personal character."50 Moving to
his conclusion he stated: "We cannot doubt that God is calling
us in this age, through the characteristic teachings of Science

and of history, to seek a new social application of the GOSpel."51

Compared with the often strident and inflammatory utterances
emanating from the G.S.M. and later from the C.S.L. and the
Catholic Crusade, the tone and content is mild and reasonable.

47. He did, however, throw out a suggestion on wage labour which was much
debated by later Christian Socialists. "Wage-~labour, though it appears
to be an inevitable step in the evolution of society is as litt;e’fitted
to represent finally or adequately the connection of man with man in the
production of wealth as at earlier times slavery or serfdom."” Ibid., p.8.

48. Ibid., p.3.

49. Quoted in Reckitt, op.cit., p.89
50. Westcott, op.cit., p.10.

51. Ibid., pp.13-14.
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Nevertheless it came to be regarded, even by 'advanced®

exponents, as one of the 'founding documents' of Christian

52

Socialism. The term Socialism, said Westcott, "has been

discredited by its connection with many extravagant and
revolutionary schemes but it is a term which needs to be
claimed for nobler uses."53 It may be said that his paper
did much to achieve this objective. His immense prestige,

as front rank Biblical scholar and prelate of an important
see, went far towards giving the stamp of establishment
respectability to the notion of Socialism and towards making
the way clear for an easier profession of it and acceptance

of it by members of the Church of England. Discussions on
social issues and Socialism ensued at diocesan conferences.
The Newcastle diocesan conference in 1895 passed a resolution
that a decent wage 'should be the first change upon'products',s4
an idea which was to surface again in the Convocation of
Canterbury and at the Lambeth Conference of 190855
at subsequent intervals in the story of Christian Socialism.

Alongside resolutions went intellectual scaffolding: F.W. Bussell,

and indeed

for instance, took as his subject for the Bampton Lectures of 1905,

'Christian Theology and Social Progress'.56 The year of the

General Election, 1906, saw the publication of two volumes testi-

fying further to the concern of the Churches with the social
situation. In February there appeared, under the Editorship
of G. Haw, a volume of essays by clerics and laymen of several

denominations, under the title 'Christianitvy and the Workin

Classes'. In reviewing the situation and analysing its

52. The radical Conrad Noel in an eleven page reading list entitled ‘A

- Church Socialist Guide to Literature, Part II', describes Westcott's
'Socialism' as "perhaps the finest exposifioh of the philosophic basis
of Socialism as contrasted with Individualism." It was a catholic
selection including items published by the Fabian Society, the Clarion,
the Social Democratic Party, the I.L.P., the C.S.U. and the G.S.M. The
list appeared in The Optimist, July 1908. |

o3. Westcotﬁi op.cit., p.3.
54. Qﬁofed in vidler, op.cit., p.100; ‘ 5
55. Davidson, op.cit., pp.413-5.

56. Ppbli;hed uﬁderrﬁhét %itlé inI1907:

57. A reprinting was called for by October 1906.
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causes, the contributors told again the depressing tale of the
massive divorce of the great mass of the working people from
the life of the 'official' churches, but there was some slight
comfort to be gained from the fact that the indifference and
antagonism seemed to be directed not against the person and

teachings of Christ but rather against 'ecclesiasticism' and

its manifestations. 'Christianity and the Working Classes'

was followed shortly by 'Churchmanship and Labour', a collection
of twenty eight 'Sermons on Social Subjects' preached by six

Anglican clergymen and one layman in St Stephen’'s Church, Walbrook.
Five of the sermons, under the heading 'Labour and the Church'
were praached by F. Lewis Donaldson, who had achieved a certain
fame as the leader of the march of the Leicester unemployed to

London in 1905 and who was later to be a chairman of the C.S.L.,

whilst another five were by Conrad Noel, later to be Organising
Secretary of the League and one of its most energetic and
colourful personalities. Two men who were also to be prominent

in the C.S.L. were contributors to Haw's volume: George Lansbury,
a future Chairman and The Hon. the Revd. J.G. Adderley. Meanwhile

the clergy were showing their solidarity with the working classes

in more visible form. 1In May front page headlines in the Daily

Mirror announced 'Clerqgy join the Procession of London's

Unemployed'?8 It reported that a procession of the workless

had marched from the Embankment to Hyde Park on the previous

day. Fr,. William59, of St Philip's, Plaistow, had led the West

lam and Plaistow men. Four large photographs were published

which featured prominently the processional banners, one
inscribed 'The Church in West Ham - In the name of Christ we
claim that all men should have the right to live', another

bearing the words 'God and the Church teach that all should
‘work. We ask for work for thoseiwho want it.'

58, Daily Mirror, Tues. May 15th, 1906.

59. Fr. William produced a booklet entitled 'Workless and Starving'
published by The Church Press, Plaistow, June 1906. Fr. William
was a priest of the Society of the Divine Compassion, an Anglican
community established at Plaistow on the Franciscan model on 20th
January 1894. J.G. Adderley, later to be prominent in the C.s.L.,
was one of the three founding members. (James Adderley, In Slums

and Society (1916), pp.72, 79; T.P. Stevens, Father Adderley (1942)
p.21)
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In the quarter-century then preceding the formation of the
C.8.1,. we find revealed to us the stark statistics of alienation,
but we find also on the part of the churches, increasing awareness,
concern and engagement in the condition of the working classes and
their economic and"polipical aspirations. Beatrice Webb, surveying

the sociological scene in 1884, decided that social questions had

eclipsed religious concerns as the vital questions of the day60:

by 1898 her fellow Fabian, Bernard Shaw, could observe that
"Religion was alive again, coming back upon men, even clergymen,

with such power that not the Church of England itself could keep

it out.“61 Indeed Conrad Noel was able to declare that with

Socialism his childhood interest in entering the priesthood
returned and he was 'eventually ordained into the social
democratic organ and instrument of the Divine Commonwealth

and became a minister of the Church of England'.62 It would

indeed have been surprising had the Christian Church not made
some response to its situation. As the American Protestant
writer Walter Rauschenbusch pointed out in the not dissimilar
context of the industrialised U.S.A., "the warning of
justifiable self-interest runs in the same direction as the call
of duty and each reinforces the other.“63 He went on to observe

that "if the present class struggle of the wage-workers 1is
successful and they become the dominant class of the future,

any religious ideas and institutions which they now embrace in the
heat of their struggle will rise to power with them, and any
institution on which they turn their back is likely to find

itself in the cold.“64 On this side of the Atlantic, writing

in 1906, Dean Kitchen of Durham expressed a similar view.

"Each age"”, he stated, "has trends and currents of its own,

which it feels and is carried along with; if any system,

60. E.g. MS Diary March 16th 1884, quoted in My Apprenticeship,
pp.182-9 (Penguin edition) |

61. G.B. Shaw, 'Plays Pleasant and Unpleasant', Preface to Vol.II
(1898), pp.vi & vVvil.

62. The Optimist, April 1908, 'An Interview with the Rev,.
Noel, Organising Secretary, C.S.L.'

Conrad

63. W. Rauschenbusch, Christianity and the Social Crisis (1207) ,
p.287.

64. Ibid. p.331.
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religious or political, fails to recognise these movements,

and neglects them, the penalty is that they in their turn will

be neglected.“65

A few months after the publication of this
view the Church Socialist League was to be launched as a
forthright endeavour to remedy this neglect. The Dean wrote

to the founding conference to wigh all success to the movement.
"The Church", he said, "has a special call to rally the working
world, and to show them that we do care for the social problems
under which they struggle."66 His support was from the touch-

lines: he did not apparently join the Church Socialist League.67

65. G. Haw (ed) Christianity and the Working Classes (1906), p.52

66. The Lancaster Observer and Morecambe Chronicle, 15th June 1906.

67. Dean Kitchen was, however, active with the 'milder' reformist
C.S.U. See e.g. Commonwealth, May 1906, p.151.
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CHAPTER 2 - PRELUDE & FOUNDATION

The first faint stirring of life which can be definitely

connected to the birth of the C.S.L. is to be found in a letter,
signed 'A Durham Priegt' and dated 14th August, which appeared
in the 'Labour lLeader' of 18th August 19051. During that summer
the Labour Leader had aired the matter of the relationshib of
the clergy to the Labour movement. The issue of June 23rd
reported the feturn to Leicester of the unemployed who had
marched to London: it also carried 'An Open Letter to the
Clergy' from Keir Hardie in which, taking as a text '... but

the Son of Man hath not where to lay his head', he called upon
the clergy to stir themselves and do something about the misery

and suffering caused by unemployment. He ended by telling the
clergy:

"If you will do none of these things" (he had
suggested that they should preach and demonstrate
in connection with the Unemployment Bill) "and
nhave nothing else to suggest then you need not be

surprised if the world, which is after all a
practical place for practical people, goes on its

way forgetful even of your existence. It is deeds

not words which will win the world for Christ."

The letter from 'A Durham Priest' arose out of the ensuing

- In 1t the writer remarked that there were
many clergy of the Church of England who were utterly

dissatisfied with the attitude of the Church to the social

correspondence2

1. G.C. Binyon in The Christian Socialist Movement in England (1931)

P.190, states erroneously that this letter was sent 'just after

the Election' (of January 1906). S.II. Mayor, The Churches and the

Labour Movement (1967) p.224, and P. d'A Jones, The Christian

Soclalist Revival 1877-1914 (1968) p.247, quote Binyon in this

connection. R. Groves 'Conrad Noel and the Thaxted Movement'
=>2ratl Noel ana the lnaxted lovement

(1967)‘p.34ralso has the same version, but without indication of
sSource.,

2. The same issue (18th Auqust 1905) also contained a leading article

on 'Church and Socialism.Correspondence continued for Several weeks.

The issue of September 8th contained an article entitled 'The
and Socialism - what 1s meant by politics'

and Revs. W.E. Moll and J.G. Adderley aired
15th. . All. three men were to.be prominent in

Church
by Rev. F. Lewis Donaldson

their views on September
the C.S.L.
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conditions of the day, but owing to isclation and want of
organisation were unable to express themselves in any adequate
way or exercise a definite influence on behalf of the cause
that appealed to their conscience no less than to head and
heart. "I have long felt", he-continued "the need for some
effort to bring together the clergy who are more or less 1n
sympathy with the aims and methods of the I.L.P., to decide
on some common line of thought and action. We are Socialists
because we are Churchmen and resent the awful perversity
which marks the Church of the Carpenter of Nazareth. T
venture to suggest, not because I am anyone of consequence,
but because someone must do it, that the time has arrived

for some united action on the part of those who are more than

in name Christian Socialists".

He invited clergy who were in agreement with his
suggestion to send their names and addresses to 'Durham
Priest, Office of the Labour Leader'. "If there 1is
sufficient response to this propecsal”, he concluded,
"arrangements might be made for a meeting at some central
place to consider what may be done." The editor, expressing
willingness to forward any letters, added, by way of
commendation: "We may remark that the letter signed 'A
Durham Priest' comes from a clergyman whose name and
office entitle his communication to attention and respect."

The identity of the writer was revealed when, on September
1st a letter appeared signed 'G. Algernon West, the "Durham
Priest".' West had been Vicar of St Thomas, Bishop Wearmouth
in Sunderland since 19013. Apparently a considerable number
of letters had been forwarded by the Labour Leader to West and
on September 8th the paper published a letter expressing
support for West's views and signed 'Another Durham Priest'.
Nevertheless some ten months were to elapse before West's
suggestion of a meeting was to materialise. 1In that interval
there took place the General Election of 1906: that event and
a subsequent pioneering conference of clergy and labour at

Mirfield were to provide the impetus to translate West's
germinal notion into institutional reality.

3. Crockford's Clerical Directory, 1923,

N
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The formation of the Independent Labour Party at Bradford
in 1893 had reflected the increasing political awareness and
activity in the North of England and subsequently accelerated
it4. By the time of the General Election of 1906 much patient
sowing of political séed had taken place and the Labour
Representation Committee was well established. Inevitably a
number of clergy of Socialist sympathy or persuasion, whether
through deduction from their theology, observation of the
lives of their parishioners or both, had become noted for
their interest in and work for the Labour movement before 1its
arrival as a parliamentary force in 19065. The Election
camﬁaign showed that the number of these clerics who were
Labour sympathisers, the kind of people whom West had in
mind in his letter to the Labour Leader of August 18th 1905,
was very considerable, and Ramsay MacDonald paid tribute to
the great assistance that Socialist Churchmen had given in
the Election6. Conrad Noel told the readers of the Clarion7
that "Socialist candidates were helped by Socialist priests
at East Leeds, South Leeds, Wakefield, Dewsbury, Blackburn,
Halifax, South West Ham, Chester-le-Street, Middlesbrouah,.
Norwich, West Bradford, Newcastle, Burnley, Lelcester, |
Birmingham and in other places; Hyndman had three Anglican
parsons on his platform, Jowett had three working for him
and many priests who had no Labour man to support wrote to
the papers on behalf of independent action." Help, as Noel's

list indicates, was not restricted to the I.L.P. One of those

4. For a review of this period by one who was involved in it see J.
Clayton 'The Rise and Decline of Socialism in Great Britain 1884-1924
(1926) . For detailed later surveys see H. Pelling, The Origins of

the Labour Party 1880-1900 (1954) and F. Bealy and H. Pelling, Labour
and Politics, 1900-1906 (1958). |

5. P.E.T.Widdrington 'ChristiantSocidlism,Past and Present, IV The

Church Socialist League' in Commonwealth, April 1927. Widdrington
mentions ten Northexrn clergyfiﬁFive of these were later to be
officers of;the C.S.L., andla sixth a member of its committee.

6. Occasional paper of the Guild of St Matthew No.34, February 1906, p.S5,
extraqtsﬂfrom.corresponQence received.

7. clarion, Friday March 16th, 1906.
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whom Hyndman, leader of the Social Democratic Federation,
invited to help him at Burnley8 was the Revd. Percy Widdrincoton
(1873—1959)9 who was to be a member of the C.S.L. throughout

its life and for a period 1its Chairman10. From Burnley,
Widdrinaton went on to Accrington to support Dan Irving, also

on the S.D.F. ticket, and thence to Preston to support the
trades union candidate who won the seat11. At the Middlesbrough

hustings one future Chairman of the C.S.L., George Lansbury, was

. 2 .
supported by another future Chairman, Rev. T.C. Gobat1 , Vicar

of St James, Darlington. The Labour campaigns generated much
fervour - "I have never witnessed any enthusiasm to equal that
displayed in the North during that memorable fight", said
Widdringt0n13 - and tﬁe results were greeted with acclaim, even
rapture. "By many who had known the beginnings of the Labour

Party, the return of thirty14 members was regarded as an earnest

8. P.E.T. Widdrington. Those were the Days - article in Christendom, March
1947. Widdrington shared the platform with, amongst others, Bernard
Shaw and Lady Warwick, who was also to become a member of the C.S.L.
(Church Socialist, July 1912, gives frontispiece photograph, biographical
note and article 'Some Church Socialists and their views - vi -~ The
Countess of Warwick') . Hyndman lost by some 300 votes and would have

won, says Widdrington, but for a momentary display of tactlessness
which estranged the Roman Catholic vote. - He was, he told Widdrington,
naturally prejudiced against Christianity. "I remember", says

Widdrington, "a remark of his: 'If your father had diverted £150,000,
the money he inherited, to the creation of a Trust to force on

parishes Calvinistic hell-firers would you feel well-disposed towards
the Church?'"

9. For life of Widdrington, see M.B. Reckitt, P.E.T.Widdrington (1961) .

10. Church Socialist, October 1916, p.200.

11. Widdrington, loc.cit.

12. George Lansbury in Molly Gobat, T.C. Gobat: His Life, Wor n

Teaching - A Memoir by his daughter (1938), pp.42-3. Lansbury
became Chairman of C.S.L. in 1912 (Church Socialist, June 1912,
Report of Annual Conference). Gobat was Chairman for the last
vear of the Lecague's existence (C.S.L. Committee minutes, 7th
June 1922, Stacy papers, Brotherton Library, University of Leeds).

13. P.E.T.Widdrington, Christian Socialism, Past and Present - IV - The
Church Socialist. League. Article in Commonwealth, April 1027,

{4. The thirty members includes one member who joined the L.R,C, after
the:election. For details of the election see G.D.I. Cole, British

Working Class Politics, 1832-1914 (1941) p.283 £f.
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that only a few years could delay the triumph of the cause.
15

A wave of hope swept over the country: a new day was dawning”
Joseph Clayton, like Widdrington looking back over two decades,
speaks also of the rejoicings. "Edward Carpenter's song,
'England arise, the %ong long night is over', was chanted all
over the country with fervour, and the last line of that popular
anthem, 'England has risen, and the day is here.' came from the
throats of multitudes with the thankful solemnity of a Te Deum"16
Nor were the Te Deums occasioned solely by'any narrow exclusively
secular and political view of the result: the Churchmen who had
been involved in the campaigns saw the outcome through the eyes
of Christian commitment and found in it joy, hope, and
opportunity. Reviewing the post—Election'scene in the North
East, the Revd. W.E. Moll of St Philips, Newcastle, a veteran
Socialist17 who was shortly to be one of the founding fathers ot
the C.S.L., declared that in the North there was a tremendous
opportunity for those who were "Socialists and definite Christiar
and Churchmen ;lso. A purely materialistic exposition of
Socialism is powerless to touch the democracy here, but when it
is presented with all the ethical enthusiasm engendered by the
living faith of the speaker it goes straight home“18. The

vast majority of the new Labour M.Ps seem to have had some

Christian attachment or conviction: according to one commentator

only two of them were 'not believers'19 Lewis Donaldson was

forthright in his assessment: "For an explanation of the Labour

triumph ... he (a Leicester correspondent) should have referred

me to God. For He it is who by means of His faithful workers
among the poorer classes has long been educating theilr civic

and political conscience towards better thing520 .. The Labour

15. Widdrington, loc.cit.
16. -Clayton, op.cit., p.130.

17. Optimist, October 1907, "Moll ... whoéé name is a household word
in Labour circles in the North" (West)

18. Occasional paper of Guild of St Mattﬁew,rﬁo.Bd, February 1906, p.3.

19. F.H. Stead, The Story of Social Christianity Vol.II (1924), pp.179-180.
Stead was Warden of Browning Hall 1894-1921. The work is avowedly

homiletic in tone (see Preface, p.V), part history, part Christian

apologetics, and 1s somewhal unsympathetic to the Established Church,
varticularly the High Church wing.

20. Lewis Donaldson, The Church and the New Labour Movement in W.H. Hunt
(ed) , Churchmanship and Labour, Sermons on Social Subiects (1906) p.83

Much of this sermon and the next one in the series (The Church and the
Labour Church) were conflated into an address on The Church and the new

Labour Party given by Donaldson in Bristol on March 27 -1906 (Westerxrn
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Party challenges the existing order of society. It is a
religious cry 1it raise521.... The official Church has failed to
see in the outstretched hands of labour the veiled appeal of
Christ Himself .... Intrinsically the Church has the same ideals
(as Labour) viz. the mdéral and physical well-being of the people.

The doctrine of the Incarnation, the witness of the sacraments
of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, even her mode of worship,

point directly to an alliance between the Church and a movement

involving ideas so eminently Christian as those of the Labour
Party. It is therefore inevitable that the two must coalesce,

or rather that the one shall absorb the other, and that the
Church, awakened out of its temporary alliance with the 'upper
classes' and recognising, however, tardily, in the Labour
movement, the call of the enlightened and quickened moral
consciousness of the people for reform in the external

arrangements of social life, will by the very law of her

being, absorb this last manifestation of the Holy Spirit's

work in society ...."22 |

Not absorption or even coalescence but dialogue on a
large scale took place in a conference of Clergy and members of

the I.L.P. and S.D.F. at the House of the Resurrection, the

Anglican monastery at Mirfield on May 5th 190623, and we may

see this Conference as one 0of the stepping stones leading

towards the foundation of the C.S.L.24 The Superior of the

Community of the Resurrection, Father W.H. Frere (1863-1938), a .
former C.S.U. group secretary for East London25, and Father

21. Ibid. p.85.
22. Ibid. p.90.

23. Report of a Conference of Cleragy and Members of the I.L.P. and S.D.F.
The compiler (anonymous) gives his address:as House of the Resurrection
and report is dated 30th June 1906. Report acknowledges help from

newspaper reports, especially Church Times and Yorkshire POost. Stacy
papers, Hayward collection.

24. Conrad Noel papers, Brynmor Jones Library, University of Hull.
Unidentified newspaper/magazine cutting of article by Noel entitled
'The Socialist League of the Church of England.®' N.d., but fron
internal evidence probably May or early June 1907.

25. Percy Dearmer, 'The Beginnings of the C.S.U. 1889-93' in Commonwealth,
May 1912,
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P.B. Bull (1864-1942) had both spoken for Labour candidates
in the General Election campaign526, and at the Community's
Chapter Meeting of February 17th they were given permission
to invite members of the Labour Party and sympathetic clergy
to a Garden Party on May 5th. The invitations specified the

subjects for discussion as:-

"1. Educational - How are we to spread the

principles of Socialism?

2. Practical - What can be done at once?

A social programme"27

which seemed to suggest that the conference might be casting
the Church in the role of handmaid to the achievement of
socialism. It presented a stage on which no agnostic or
atheist need feel reluctance to tread. The catchment area
was limited basically to Lancashire and Yorkshire, and

invitations were issued to a large number of members of the

I.L.P. and S.D.F. in these counties, to secretaries of branches

of the C.S5.U. in the immediate neighbourhood, and to as many

clergy as were known to be Collectivists in sympathy with the

Labour movement. Despite the counter-attraction of an important

Labour conference at Wakefield, which incidentally was addressed

by Church and Labour leaders in the persons of the Bishop and

Keir Hardieza, a large gathering representative of both sides

20. Mirfield Chapter Minutes, December 30th 1905 registers decision of
an Extra-Ordinary Chapter held on 28th December allowing Paul (Bull)
to be absent on January 2-3 to speak for the Labour candidate..
(Minutes deposited in Borthwick Instltute of Historical Research,

York.) Report of Conference refers to Frere's electioneering
activities.

27. Archives, Community of Resurrection. Cutting of article by W. Leach
entitled 'The House of the Resurrection' in 'Forward', n.d. Across
the top of the cutting in what is possibly Bull's handwriting appear
the words 'Forward - a dirty little rag published in Bradford’.
Another cutting in the same collection reveals 'Forward' as being
the official organ of the Bradford I.L.P. and bears a long front

page article by Bull on the 'Ideals of Labour' (Forward No.11i3,
January 19th, 1907)

28. Church Times, May 1lth 1906; Report of Conference, loc.cit., P.2.
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assembled at Mirfield.t At the beginning of the proceedings
some three hundred were present, and an estimated further
hundred arrived laterzg, clergy and delegates from the secular
Socialist societies attending in roughly equal numbers30. The
first resolution, proposed by Fr. Bull, called for more
co-operation between the organisations of the Church and Labour.

A Labour. delegate from Bradford, however, argued that co-operatior

with the Church, as the Church, was impossible at present, since
in the main it was reactionary. He proposed, therefore, an

amendment so that the resolution should read:-

"That this Conference desires to see more co-operation
between the Socialist members and agencies of the
Church and Organised Labour with a view to spreading
the principles of collectivism and developing a more

aggressive propaganda."31

Fr. Bull, and the seconder of the resolution, a Mr Haslip, an

Agnostic Councillor from Horsforth, accepted the amendment

which was duly carried nem.cons2 Fr. Bull's stirring speech
eulogising Socialism, and in the tradition of Maurice and
Westcott contrasting the motives and consequences of
competition and co-operation, was, inevitably, received
enthusiastically. Drawing to a conclusion he told the
conference that the ideal of Socialism was stamped with the
mark -of God's approval. "Christian Socialists believed that
the social ideal was according to the will of God the Father,
and the teaching of God the Son, and they were sure that it
could never be realised except by the inspiration and power
of God the Holy Ghost = uniting men into one vastlbrotherhood
of man under the Fatherhood of God."33 ‘Unlike Donaldson who,
a few weeks previously in his Lenten addresses, had spoken to

a Church audience of coalescence and indeed absorption of

29. Report of Conference, p.2.

30. Leach article, loc.cit.

31. Church Times, loc.cit.

32. Report of Conference, loc.cit., p.8.

33. Ibid., p.5.
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Labour by the Church34, Bull, more realistically stressed

the note of co-operation. "For this high aim", he reminded
the conference, "the resolution proposed that the Christians
who were Socialists and the Socialists who were not Christians
should 'co-operate', not amalgamate. This was no scheme for
capturing the one parfy or the other, but a scheme for uniting
as fellow workers as far as possible for their common end all
classes of social reformers. The present selfish system could
only be abolished by the power of Christianity and so the
Socialists needed the 'co-operation' of the Church; while on
the other hand the Church needed the help of that splendid
flame of enthusiasm which burned in the hearts of secular
Socialists who in their labours on behalf of brotherhood

often put Christian men to shame. He hoped, therefore, that
the meeting would lead to a friendly feeling between the
various Socialist organisations inside and outside the Church

and to a more vigorous propaganda.“35 Bull's speech expressed

sentiments which were to be echoed at the founding conference

of the C.S.L. at Morecambe. The first half of this Mirfield
conference was to be taken up with discussion on this resolution
calling for co-operation: in the second half attention was
turned to those practical issues which the members felt to be
most urgently in need of promotion, the feeding of children,

a national scheme of old-age pensions, the provision by the
State of work for the unemployed and the taxation of unearned
incomes. Discussion of these practicalities was interrupted

by what proved to be the dramatic climax of the afternoon - the
arrival from the Labour Conference at Wakefield, of Mr Keir
Hardie M.P., whose appearance brought the members to their feet

amid rousing cheers. Hardie expressed his delight at being

present at what he called "this remarkable, this unigque
gathering." e observed that a few years ago a gathering of

this kind, if proposed, would have been scouted, as an attempt
on the part of the Church to 'nobble' the Socialist movement."36

34. Hunt, op.cit., p.90

35. Report of Conference, p.>5.

36. Ibid., pp.3 and 9 ff.
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In a speech resonant with eloquent emotion and ethical
idealism, Hardie addressed himself not only to the immediate
practical issues before the conference but, with the aid of
allusions to Christ's teaching on brotherhood, oneness and
unity, and suggestions of sacrifice, he presented to his

audience an apocalyptic vision of the socialist future,
eminently acceptable to both 'sides' of the conference. It

is instructive to compare accounts of the proceedings from

the Church and the ‘'secular' wings. The Church Times, ever
eager- to discern evidence of catholicism, even in improbable
places, was able to 'redeem' the Scotsman and Nonconformist
Hardie by observing that "there was something almost Catholic
in his pleading for individual sacrifice for the good of the
whole race", though clearly his contribution was felt neverthe-
less to be limited on the spiritual side. The paper also
derived evident satisfaction from the tributes paid to the
great help given to the Socialist and Labour cause by High
Church clergy and, one suspects, almost equal satisfaction
from the personal testimony of some delegates that Dissent

was becoming increasingly allied with the interests of capital
and that the advocacy of Socialism had made attendance at
chapel impossible for them. There were signs of a somewhat
patronising air in some of the references to cloth caps,
'aggressive secular dress', and the free mixing of ' priest

and scholar and artizan all for once meeting on a common
level', whilst much play was made of Keir Hardie's 'evident
ease’ in such company as indicated by 'the smoking of his
cherished pipe'37. Though such references may grate on modern
ears, we may also see in them testimony that such a conference
was indeed novel and remarkable. The Church Times correspondent
thought that it was perhaps the least conventional conference
that he had ever attended. From the ‘other side', W. Leach,
reporting for 'Forward', the organ of the Bradford I.L.P.,

took a rather consciously detached view, writing in the tone

of an outsider for outsiders, professing previous ignorance
of the Community and assuming it amongst his readers, describing

37. Loc.cit.; see also Optimist, October 1906, Letter to the Editor, p.6
h | B i - - 4 | ’ . -
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Mirfield and the meeting with just the slightest suggestion of

the superiority of sardonic Secular Man. Like the Church Times
correspondent, Leach too found the conference an unusual
experience: he ends his article with the statement:- "I came

away with a splitting headache. I am not used to such company.“38
Nevertheless, despite indications of condescension in each, both
Church Times and Forward, from their differing'standpoints, found
much to admire in the conference: the former in "the reverence
with which our Lord and His teachings were always referred to",
the latter in that "every clergyman who spoke volced Socialism

in clear and uncompromising terms". In reviewing the proceedings
the Superior hoped that the Conference would mark a new starting
point: the conferees were clearly satisfied with it and called

for the experiment to be repeated.

For our particular interest, the foundation of the C.S5.L.,
‘the conference was significant in a number of ways. In the

first place, as is frequently the case with hospitality, it

did much to create closer ties of friendship and respect

between clergy and Labour leaders on both sides of the Pennines.
The Church Times, considering the early part of the conference,
commented that there was "clearly some degree of suspicion at

the back of the [Labour] delegates' minds." The meeting,

however, gave the opportunity for the acceptable ventilation

and absorption of criticism of the Church's record and role.

Two of the clerical speakers themselves pointed to the Church's
shortcomings. The bloodletting which took place clearly had a
beneficial effect. Moreover, one clergyman, the Revd. W.B.Graham,
assured the Socialist agnostics that they were Christians 1in spilrit
without knowing it: indeed in the days of the Roman Empire they
would have been labelled as Christians and duly put to death.

Perhaps the realisation that they lived in a more tolerant age

engendered a feeling of well-being and rendered the suggestion

oy

38. See footnote 27. Perhaps the tone of the article occasioned the
‘dirty little rag' caption.

39. Mirfield Chapter Minutes, October 6th 1906, record that Superior
and Paul (Bull) given permission to invite Socialists to a
'conference on April 27th. Reports of Conference in e.q. Labour
Ieader May 3rd, 1907 and Optimist, July 1907,
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plausible, even gratifying, rather than merely irritating.
Whatever the case, the speech, concluding with the scriptural
declaration "Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least
of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me", brought cheers
from the audience. The warmth of the community's reception

also played its part. The Church Times reporter decided that
the Labour delegates' suspicion of the clergy had completely

vanished before the end of the day. At tea, he observed, no
doubt with a certain element of bias, that "the men who had
been most eager to pose as Agnostics were now most eager to
declare their respect for those Christian men who had received
them and desired to work with them and for them as brothers".
If such was the case it could only be easier in the future for
Christian Socialists to be regarded as having a legitimate and
accepted place within the Labour movement. Secondly, the level
of response to the invitation to the Mirfield Conference -
roughly two hundred clergymen and two hundred Labour delegates
who were prepared to talk with them about co-operation, both
groups drawn very largely from two northern counties - was an
encouraging numerical indication of the potential basis for
further development on these lines and a confirmation of the
supposition made by West, in his letter to the Labour Leader,
that. there were many clergy of Labour sympathies whose
activities could be co-ordinated. Thirdly, the Mirfield

Conference was significant in that it explored some of the
terrain and expressed some of the notions that were to feature
at Morecambe: despite some very obvious differences in basis,
content and aims - the latter meeting for instance was very
largely clerical in composition - the Mirfield Conference can

be seen as in some respects furnishing a prototype for Morecambe

or at least as providing valuable experimental data.

Meanwhile, in the North East, West had not been idle. 1In
an interview published in the Optimist he answers the question
"What suggested the formation of the C.S.L.?40 He does not

begin the story with his letter to the Labour Leader of August

40. Optimist, October 1907, -An Interview with Revd. G. Algernon West,
Chalrman of the C.S L » by the Editor.
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18th 1905 but with the General Election of January 1906.
However, he refers to the situation of Labour clergymen in
relation to the General Election in terms almost identical

to those used in the 1etter41. "The last General Election”,

he says "revealed the fact that many Churchmen throughout

the country were in sympathy with the Labour Party and gave
active support to Labour candidates, but nearly all such

were acting with all the weakness and discouragement that

ocomes from isolated unorganised effort. It was obvious that

if all this Socialist conviction and action within the Church
could be unified and consolidated it would enormously strengthen
our position and influence.”" He made this suggestion to some of
his friends and found that they had similar thoughts42. Again
there is no mention of the response elicited by his Labour
Leader letter and referred to by the newspaper. His account

of the Leagque's formation does not correspond in'every respect

43

with two accounts from Widdrington of the sequence of events

leading from West's reflections on the Genefal Election to his
chairmanship of the Morecambe Conference. West, having found

that others shared his wviews, tells us that he then "had the
advantage of constant communication with my good friend Moll,

of Newcastle - whose name is a household word in Labour circles
in the North - and together we worked out the scheme which was
in the main submitted to the Morecambe Conference." 44 He

tells us that their deliberations matured in the woods at
Saltburn, a place which he now regards 'almost as sacred'.
Widdrington in the earlier of his accounts, tells us that
"the idea of forming a Church Society committed to the

acceptance of Socialism originated in the discussion of a

small group of priests engaged in a preaching mission at
Morecambe a few weeks after the election. The leader in these

discussions was Algernon West". %> In his second account, written

41. A possible reason for Binyon's*errpneous chronology. See footnote 1.

42. Optimist, October 1907, Ibid.

43. Commonwealth, April 1927, p.llg; Christendom, March 1947, p.22.

44. Optimist, loc.cit.

45. Commonwealth, loc.cit.



32

twenty vears later and some forty after the event but
occurring in an article dealing at some length and in
considerable detail with his life in the period 1903 to
1906 and giving the impression of being based on diaries
or other records of the:time, he presents a slightly

different version. "The idea of the conference originated
with Algernon West and W.E. Moll, my old Vicar, but it was

a Parish Mission at Morecambe which brought the idea to

fruition. The missioners were Algernon West and T.C. Gobat46.

Gobat, like West, was a priest from the north-east coast:

one of the most loved and able of the northern clergy. During
the Mission, Hastings47 and I attended a number of committee
meetings at which the projects of the conference were discussed

w48

and a letter of invitation framed. The apparent slight

confusion between these various accounts arises from their
incompleteness and a tendency, perhaps, in pinpointing the
origins, to place different emphases on the original broad
germinal ideas and the later, more detailed schemes and
arrangements. Widdrington's article in Christendom certainly

seems to bear out this interpretation. Putting the wvarious

accounts together the likely sequence of developments 1s as
follows. West, finding in the campaigns and results of the
General Election massive encouragement for the ideas he had
expressed in his letter to the Labour Leader in the previous

August, sounded out friends of like persuasion and found
further support. These ideas were elaborated and consolidated
in discussions with Moll from neighbouring Newcastle - the

'Saltburn conversations'. Later, during the Parish Mission at

Morecambe, West, Gobat, Hastings,Widdrington, Canon Gorton,

46. Molly Gobat, op.cit., pp.57-58 makes no mention of her father's
involvement either in the Parish Mission at Morecambe or the
conference at Mirfield (Church Times, May 11th 1906). She does
however mention West's letter to the Labour Leader and his 'Saltburn
conversation' with Moll and her account is open to the interpretation
that her father was 'in the movement' before the actual foundation
of the C.S.L. She is probably reliant, at least in part, on
information from the Revd. G.C. Binyon who worked with her father
and contributed an appreciation of him to the book. Incidentally,
p.61l, she corrects Binyon's dating of the ending of the League.

47. Hastings was Rector of Halton, near Lancaster, andWiddrington was
his curate. Christendom, ‘loc.cit., p.18.

48. Ibid., p.22.
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the Rector of Morecembe49, and perhaps others, hammered out
the specific details and arrangements for the conference and
devised a letter of invitation. This letter’°, dated 14th
May 1906, echoed the sentiments expressed in West's letter
to the Labour Leader of 18th August 1905. It spoke of the
many Anglican clergy who were convinced that it was "the
Church's duty to inspire, encourage and support every effort
that seeks to bring to the People a larger and richer Social
and Economic Life as well as one more moral and Spiritua151.
There is a feeling that the Church as a whole fails in this
Duty, that there is a distinct lack of corporate action on
Social questions; that to the vast multitude of the People
the Church stands as a figure dumb and unheroic, without
interest in their struggles for Life and Living." Reference
is made to the impotence of individual clergy scattered
throughout the Church. The time was ripe for an effort to

unite the clergy "who are convinced that the Church ought

to promote social amelioration".52 An attempt should be made
"to form within the Church itself an organisation which would

seek to influence the Church in its Diocesan and Ruri-Decanal
Conferences, and in other ways force to the front the

consideration of the People's Problem." The whole position

would be discussed and definite proposals for joint action
considered at a conference to be held at Morecambe on June

13th and those who were in sympathy with the aim expressed
in the letter were invited to attend. The letter set out

49. Optimist, loc.cit. West Says "I should also add that the League

in its initiation owed a great deal to Canon Gorton, Rector of
Morecambe who entered so heartily into the arrangements which
made it possible to hold the Conference in his parish.™

50. Copy of letter in Conrad Noel papers, Brynmor Jones Library,
University of Hull. |

51. Ibid. Capital letters as in the orlginal i.e. 'People' and

'Social and Bconomlc Life', but not moral' or 'spiritual'’.
N.B. also the order

52. This particular phrase was described by Widdringtonas "a most
temperate way of expressing- what was in our mind". Christendom,
loc.cit. No doubt the framers of the letter were anxious to

avoild putting off potential collaborators by a too extreme
expression of their views.
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four subijects for discussion at the conference:-

1. Deductions from the last General Election

2. Ideals of the Labour Party
3. Duties of the Church

4., Proposal for corporate action

The letter went out over the signatures of West (Chairman),
Gorton and Hastings (Secretaries) and twenty eight other
clerics. All six clergy - West, Pinchard, Donaldson,
Widdrington,Bull and Gobat - who in time were to occupy the
chairmanship53 of the C.S.L. appeared on this list, and
another nine were certainly to be prominent in varying
degrees in the life of the C.S.L., particularly in the
early day554. Among the signatoriés were at least eight
who had attended the Mirfield Conference, held nine days
before the date of this letter, including the conveners,

Frere and Bull, and two of those who had been involved in

drawing up the plans for the Morecambe Conference, Gobat

53. For officers of C.S.L. see, successively, Optimist, Church Socialist

Quarterly and Church Socialist, passim. The only layman to be
chairman was George Lansbury, 1912-13.

54. Conrad Noel, who was to be a leading member of the League for much of
its life and probably its most colourful personality, states in his
Autobiography (1945) p.59 that he, together with Moll and widdrington
called the conference at Morecambe. There is no other evidence to
support this assertion of Noel's involvement and the list of
signatories to the letter of invitation (deposited amongst Noel's
papers in Hull University Library) does not bear his name. Noel and

Widdrington had served together as curates of Moll in Newcastle, the
former from 1898-1900, the latter from 1897-1901. By 1906 Noel was
attached to St Mary's Hampstead (Crockford's Clerical Directory). It
is just possible that Noel was involved in the Morecambe Parish Mission
and hence in the discussions on arrangements for the conference but if
that were the case,Widdrington would presumably have referred to the
fact, particularly in view of Noel's future prominence in the C.S.L.

A more likely explanation is that the account in Noel's Autobiography
is inaccurate. "It was published posthumously and edited by Sidney Dark.
Dark points out in his Foreward that the work had been dictated by Noel
when he was in failing health and not revised. 'It had the inevitable
charact?ristics of the work of a man whose great powers were nearing
their end.’ "There are other apparent chronological inaccuracies, e.qg.
in Noel's account on p.107 of the formation of the Catholic Crusade.

!
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and Gortonss. Presumably the response to West's Labour

Leader letter and the Mirfield Conference of 5th May together

with other personal contacts provided an adequate mailing
list.

Compared with the Mirfield meeting the conference at
Morecambe was small in attendance, more specific in aim, and,
in the foundation of an organisation that was to run for
seventeen yvears, more significant in achievement. Paul Stacy,
who had been present at the impressive Mirfield conference5 ’
and who was to be a stalwart of the C.S.L. throughout its 1life,
reported the Morecambe meeting in the Labour Leader57, and in
his account there is just the suggestion of disappointment in
the size of the attendance for which he compensates by stressing
the magnitude of ideas and spirit which he found there. "We
were. onlf a small gathering in the Rectory gardens at Morecambe

on June 13th", he begins, "but the tone was one of exhilarating

confidence. After all, it does not matter how small a movement
is in its beginnings provided it is big with ideas. Did not the
I.L.P. beagin in little efforts - so little as to be outside the

ken of ordinary politicians? Or as someone remarked last
Wednesday, the Church herself began with a few dozen
enthusiasts on the Day of Pentecost."58 On the other hand

Widdrington who, as we have seen, had been involved in making
the immediate arrangements for the Conference and who does not

appear to have attended the one at Mirfield, was clearly

gratified by the response. "The Conference, when it assembled
in June, exceeded our anticipations. It brought together over
sixty priests and a few laymen. "33 Widdrington'sattendance
fiéure is the highest of those given in the various accounts:

the local newspaper and Noel, writing in The Commonwealth at

55. Neither Church Times (May 11th, 1906) nor the 'Report of the Conference'

from C.R. gives a list of those attending. Of the estimated attendance

of 200 clergy the Church Times gives the names of only 22 of the parochial
clergy, amongst these Canon Gorton and 'the Rev. J. Cobet, Darlington',

surely a misprint for the Rev. T. Gobat, Vicar of St. James, Darlington.
56. Church Times, loc.cit.
57. Labour Leader, June -22nd, 1906.

58. Ibid.

59. Commonwealth, loc.cit.''-
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that time, both provide a list of names under the formula
'among those present' and each, including the sprinkling of
laymen, falls Jjust short of sixty60. The imbalance between
clergy and laity reflects West's initial thinking about a
conference as expressed in his letter to the Labour Leader
which had arisen in the context of discussion in that paper
on the clergy and the Labour movement. The i1nclusion of laity
in the Morecambe Conference was clearly an afterthought:
"nothing was said", remarks Widdrington,"in the letter [of
14th May 1906] about inviting lay people to join the new
society, an omission which was corrected when the conference

w61 The

'sprinkling’' is perhaps more accurately described as a few

met and quite a sprinkling of laymen arrived.

drops: lists of participants identify positively only three
by name -~ Cllr. Tom Richardson, described as 'miners’

representative on the Durham County Council, Mr A.E. Harrison,

secretary of the Lancaster Trades Council, and Miss Gorton,
presumably a relation of the host62. Richardson, who had

worked as an agent in the election campaign at Chester—;e~8treet63,
was the only layman to address the conference. He introduced the
second item on the agenda, 'Ideals of the Labour Party', making
what the Yorkshire Post described as "a forceful speech, delivered
in the Durham vernacular"64: perhaps his role at the conference
was that of obligatory grass roots local Labour politician. The
members of the conference were dfawn overwhelmingly from the

North. The Mirfield conference had recruited mainly from
Yorkshire and Lancashire: at Morecambe these two counties

provided about forty members with the home county predominating
in a ratio of rather more than two to one. The other northern

countlies provided a further ten. Only a handful therefore came
from further afield; four came from the Midlands, and two from

60. Lancaster Observer and Morecambe Chronicle 15th June 1906; Commonwealth,
July 1906, p.223.

61. Christendom, loc.cit.

62. See footnote 60.

63. Lancaster Observer etc., loc.cit. Moll seems to have been involved

personally in the Chester-le-Street campaign (Occasional paper of the
Guild of St Matthew, No.34, Feb.1906, p.3) Richardson therefore may

have been invited by Moll. It is also likely that West (Sunderland)
would have known him.

64. Yorkshire Post, June 14th 1906.
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London65. Almost half of the signatories to the letter of

invitation appear not to have attended the conference. There
was an almost total absence of Church dignitaries: there was
one Bishop, in ecclesiastical 'trade jargon'a 'returned empty',
Hamilton Baynes who had been Bishop of Natal from 1893 to 1901
and who was then Vicar of St Mary, Nottingham66. Bishop Baynes

preached the sermon at the special Evensong on the eve of the
67

conference, but he did not, apparently, Jjoin the new organisation
There were two Canons: S. Falle,Hon. Canon of Carlisle and Hoﬂ.
Sec. of the Church Congress, who became Dean of Jersey later in
the yéar and W. Moore Ede, Hon. Canon of Durham, who became Dean
of Worcester in 190868. Falle joined the C.S.L., Moore Ede did
not, though he clearly had, and retained, much sympathy for its
position and work.69 The Community of the Resurrection was
represented by Fathers Healy and Bull. The vast mass of
conference members were parochial clergy - incumbents and
curates from the coalfields and industrial areas of Lancashire,
Yorkshire, the North East and West'Cumberland,'together with a

few from the neighbourhood of Morecambe itself. Of the two or
three who came from the more remote Arcadian fastnesses of
Westmorland, one , at least, the Revd. R.W. Harris, had served

his Socialist apprenticeship in the metrOpolis70

65. Lancaster Observer etc., loc.cit.

66. Crockford's Clerical Directory, 1923.

67. The Church Socialist League - First Report (March 1907), list of
members. (Archives, Community of the Resurrection, Mirfield)

68. Crockford's Clerical Directory 1923.

-—————--——-—-———-————-———-—-—-—___—__________-

69. C.S.L. - First Report; Church Socialist Quarterly, July 1909: article
entitled 'Agencies outside the Church which are working for Social
Redemption' -Dean of Worcester. (A lecture delivered at Cambridge
to candidates for Holy Orders) "I don't suggest you shall all join
the Church Socialist League. I declined to do so myself, because T

am not prepared to endorse it in its entirety, its economic basis of
universal collectivism ...." o

70. Crockford's Clerical Directory details Harris's appointments in east
London. Commonwealth, May 1912, p.134 indicates involvement in

beginnings of C.S.U.
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The conference made its way through the agenda with the
expression of predictable rhetoric. The chairman, West, in

his opening remarks, struck an ancestral chord by quoting from
a sermon preached by Charles Kingsley in 185171. The connection
with venerable Christjian Socialist forbears was also made by

Stewart Headlam. He was clearly the meeting's great celebrity.
]2

Present amongst admirers, friends and former disciples 7,

Headlam received a great ovation. "We were all anxious for Mr

Headlam's turn", wrote Paul Stacy73. Introduced as "the

noblest Roman of them all" and a pioneer74, the Warden ofhthe
Guild of St Matthew described himself as "the direct successor
of Maurice, Kingsley and the first Christian Socialists of the
mid-nineteenth century".75 The crux of the day's business was
the fourth item, proposals for corporate action, and the key
question was whether another organisation was needed. Pefhaps

no-one could more appropriately or more pointedly have asked

that question than the Warden of the G.S.M.: Headlam duly
asked it.76

The position of the Conference in relation to the G.S.M.

and, to a lesser extent, the C.S.U., clearly invites scrutiny.

71. Labour Leader, loc.cit.

72. Commonwealth, April 1927, pp.119-120. Widdrington speaks of "men like

Moll, Kennedy, Donaldson and Paul Stacy, who had learnt their theology
from Headlam and looked up to him as disciples to a master".

73. Labour Leader, loc.cit.

74. Yorkshire Post, loc.cit.

75. Lancaster Observer etc., loc.cit. At least one other member of the
Conference also had personal links with Maurice, but does not seem
to have declared them to the meeting. "I knew Maurice, attended his
lectures at Cambridge, sometimes went to hear him preach ... I also
went with a few others to his house to listen to him expound moral
philosophy (The Dean of Worcester, Dr W. Moore Ede: What we owe to

Frederick Denison Maurice and those whom he influenced and inspired -
pamphlet, n.d., 193327, p.5)

76. Lancaster Observer etc., loc.cit.
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West, from as early as the summer of 1905, seems to have
envisaged the possibility of a new organisation. As we
have already seen, his letter to the Labour Leader (18th
August 1905) and his reflections on the post-Election
situation of 1906 (as recorded in the Optimist, October
1907) speak of the isolated, unco-ordinated, and therefore
weak, activities of scattered individuals. The question of

- whether the G.S.M. or even the C.S.U. could be made to meet

the perceived needs of the situation was, as W’iddrington77
informs us, considered at the talks preceding the Conference,

and insuperable objections were raised, both then and at the
Conference itself. The letter of invitation78 echoed West's
previously recorded views and suggested that the time had

come to form an organisation. Again, no reference was made to the
fact that Societies were already in the field, the C.,S.U. now
well into its second decade, and the G.S.M. 0of almost thirty
vears' standing. Curiously, however, more than half the
signatories to this letter were members of the G.S.M., including
its Warden, Stewart Headlam79. Moreover Headlam was invited to
introduce the third item on the Conference agenda, Duties of the
Church, and, as we have seen, he received a rousing welcome from
the membersso. Noel, who had served as secretary of the G.S.M.81
urged the very considerable advantage of keeping to the Guild

and suggestions for an extended and slightly altered G.S.M. were
made. Although tributes were paid to the Guild's fine traditions
and present value, and although several members of the G.S.M.

were present, the conference was convinced that for the

particular work it had in mind a new society was required.82

78 Conrad Noel papers, loc.cit.l

719, Christendom, loc.cit.

80. Lancaster Observer etc., loc.bif.

81. Justice, Oct.1st 1904, e.g. carries an article on Christian Socialism
by Noel, described as Hon.Sec. of the G.S.M. -

82. The Chairman, West, told Headlam that the proposal for a new so
was because many felt 'that nothing at present existed to do th

they felt ought to be done if the Church was to take her proper
attitude towards social questions'., Lancaster Observer etc., loc.cit
R e .20 4. & .
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"Our own scheme being negatived", says Noel, "Mr Headlam

threw himself wholeheartedly into the Conference, and made

many valuable suggestions as to the formation of the new
league“83. widdrington, too, remarks that Headlam "behaved

with magnanimity, and did not press the claims of the G.S.M."84
Despite his public*front at the Conference Headlam was clearly
disappointed by the outcome. A week after the Conference in a

memorandumBS, marked 'Private and urgent', which he sent to

members of the Guild, he expressed his feelings. Pointing out

that the new society, though formed in the North, was to cover

all the English DiocesesBG, he had come to the conclusion that

he could not advise the continuance of the Guild unless much
more support was forthcoming. The Guild was without a Secretary
and it was in debt. He remarked that "the general stir of the

last few months and a considerable increase in our work have

only brought us in a few new members: the expectation which I

had formed of a large increase in members as a result of the

Morecambe Conference has not been realised." He wanted to f£ind

out whether the present 230 members of the Guild would, in

addition to their subscription, guarantee between them a sum

of at least E50 a year for three years: if so they might still

keep the Guild's flag flying. "The alternative .... is that
the Guild should be dissolved, and if this is to be done, the

§3. Commonwealth, July 1906,pp.222-3: The Church Socialist Leaqgue
Conference at Morecambe, by Conrad Noel.

84. Christendom, loc.cit.

85. Memorandum from the Warden to the Members of the Guild of St Matthew,
June 20th, 1906. Copy in Conrad Noel papers, University of Hull.

This communication was subsequently printed in Occasional Paper of
the G.S.M. No.35, September 1906.

86. This statement appears to be at variance with that made by Headlam's
biographer that he "seems to have come to a working arrangement in
accordance with which the C.S.L. was to have a free hand in the north"

(F.G. Bettany - Stewart Headlam : A Biography 1926, p.93).
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formatioﬁ of the new League, which will maintain some of

our principles in an attenuated way, offers an opportunity

for doing it." The Guild survived87:in September its Council,
while regretting that it had been thought necessary to start
a new society, and while wishing the League all success,

expressed the view that there was still most important work
for the Guild to d0.88

The Morecambe Conference members found the G.S.M. unsuited
to their purposes on four main grounds: its moribund condition,
the extreme and uncompromising nature of its expression of
Catholicism, its political stance and its involvement in what
were regarded as irrelevant, or at best, peripheral activities.
There was, too, a miscellany of minor objections.89 Though the
term 'moribund', employed by Widdrington, was perhaps too harsh
a description of the Guild's condition, it was certainly not 1in

a flourishing state: the Annual Report for 1906 revealed a

total membership of 237, scarcely an impressive achievement
after twenty nine years of activity.90 It had known more
prosperous days. P. d'A Jones in his study of the Christian
Socialist revival analyses the decline of the G.S.M. He cites

a number of reasons - the demise of its magazine, The Church

Reformer, in December 1895; Headlam's involvement in the Oscar

Wilde affair, which, though courageous, led to a number of

resignations; the rift between the mercurial Guild member,

C.L. Marson and the Warden; and Headlam's deprecation of the
I.L.P. and overpartiality to the Liberals, which Jones considers
to be his greatest error of judgement. He pinpoints 1895 as the

vear in which the tide turned against the G.S.M. There was an

unsuccessful attempt to unseat Headlam from the Wardenshilp

87. The Guild struggled on through various vicissitudes until 1909 when
Headlam wound it up. (Bettany op.cit., pp.92-3 gives Headlam's

reasoning in the matter in April 1909, but the Guild proceeded to
an A.G.M. on 21st September, where in fact the Agenda gave every

indication that its existence would continue.)

88. Occasional Paper of the G.S.M. No.35, September 1906, p.8.

89. Commonwealth, July 1906, pp.222-223 and April 1927, pp.119-120.
Christendom, March 1947, p.22.

90. Occasional Paper of G.S.M. No.35, September 1906, p.6.
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in that year, interpreted by Jones as "a personal victory for
Stewart Headlam, but an ultimate defeat for the Guild of St
Matthew“91. In June 1903 in a memorandum to the members of

the Guild's Council, Headlam asked whether it would not be
well for the Guild quietly to dissolve ®. The Church Times,

reporting the G.S.M's Annual meeting later in that year found

that the society had fallen on evil days. There were 270

members on the books but the attendance at the annual meeting
was lamentably small and the reporter found many "signs of
atr0phy"93. In contrast, by 1904 the situation seems to have
been more éncouraging: reporting that vyvear's Annual meeting
the Church Times speaks of a "large gathering" - the draw,
however, may have been that G.K. Chesterton was billed to
speak94. By 1906, in the wake of the General Election, there
were further hopeful signs. A flourishing new aroup, thirty

strong, had been started in East Ham, and there were hopes of

further additions to the membership.95 A special meeting was

held in February to welcome the new Labour M.Png. Widdrington

and Moll, so soon to be directly engaged in setting up the
C.5.L., were unable to be present but wrote, associating the
recent Labour victories with the efforts of the Guild over

the years. Moll hoped the Guild would take on a fresh lease
of life as a result of this encouragement97. An 'Address from

the Clergy to the Labour Party', expressing congratulations,

sympathy and support was drawn up by the Council of the G.S.M.

91. P. 4'A Jones, op.cit., pp.145-158,

92. Memorandum to members of the Council of the Guild of St Matthew, June
25th 1903 (Conrad Noel papers, University of Hull)

93. Church Times, September 25th, 1903.

94. Ibid., September 30th 1904. The large gathering was apparently greatly
disappointed that G.K. Chesterton was unable to the present.

95. QOccasional paper of the G.S.M. No.34, February 1906, p.l1.

96. Ibid, p.2; Clarion, Friday March 16th 1906, full report by Conrad Noel
under title 'Socialism in the Church'.

97. Occasional paper of G.S.M., No.34 February 1906, p.3.
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and signed by 165 clergy98. Given this level of activity the

Guild could not be easily written off, nor does it seem
unreasonable that, in this atmosphere, Headlam should have
hoped for, even expected, a strong transfusion of Northern
enthusiasm from the Morecambe meeting. However the instincts
of the conferees were probably right: the G.S.M's fortunes
had fluctuated for more than a decade, its base was small and,
approaching its thirtieth year, it was probably somewhat set
in its ways - too much, perhaps, to be easily adapted to meet
the needs of the new situation. Moreover, Headlam, despite

attempts to unseat himgg, and his own offer in 1903 to stand

down100; showed great tenacity over his occupancy of the

Wardenship: he had become, in fact, the permanent leader of
the organisation he had founded. The Guild, moreover, was

financially dependent on the Warden: the accounts for 1906

reveal that roughly a quarter of the society's total income

came from a loan from 1its leader101. It would have been

difficult to have conceived of the G.S.M. without Headlam at

the helm. To have accepted the G.S.M. as a vehicle at
Morecambe would have involved accepting Headlam as the driver.

It was a point not likely to have been lost on West. Again,
the judgement was probably sound. In the last years of the

Guild Headlam found the pressure for change from the younger

08. Copy of the address, dated, with signatories, in Conrad Noel papers,
University of Hull. Not all the signatories were G.S5.M. men, but the
list was circulated inviting them to join. Occasional Paper of G.3.M.
No.35 September 1906, p.6 indicates that Address originated with
Council of G.S.M. The signatories included those who were primarily
involved in setting up the Morecambe Conference - West, Moll, Gobat,

Hastings and widdrington - together with many of those who attended,
Kitchin, Dean of Durham, who sent a letter to the conference, Irere,
Superior of the Community of the Resurrection, Bull, his fellow
convener of the Mirfield Conference, and another ten members of the
Community of the Resurrection. Scott Holland of the C.S.U. also signed.

99, See footnote 91.

100. Memo. Headlam to G.S.M. Council members, June 25th 1903. 1In the light

of the history of Headlam's occupancy of the Wardenship it is questionable

whether this offer represented a genuine intention or was merely a
tactical move. ' ‘ ’

101. Occasional paper of the Guild. of St Matthew No.35, September 1906, p.9
Headlam had provided a similar loan in 1905. e
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set decidedly trying: his inflexibility, or as he saw 1t,
his loyalty to the distinctive traditions and witness of the
Guild, was finally demonstrated by his readiness in 1909 to
disband the organisation rather than have transformation

thrust upon him.102 .

Given the Catholic flavour of Anglican Christian Socialism
the objections to the Churchmanship of the G.5.M. may seem more
surprising, particularly in view of the presence at Morecambe of
a sizeable G.S.M. contingent including several who were close
friends of Headlam and, indeed, his progeny 1in the movement.103
Not all the conference members, however, had been reared oOn
this diet. The Church Times described the Morecambe Conference

as representative of all schools of theological thought104.

. . L 105
significantly perhaps, West, despite his G.S.M. assoclations ,
was more like Westcott than Headlam in his Churchmanship106:

indeed, he had received his theological training at the Church
Missionary Society's College at Islington, an institution of an
ecclesiastical colour very different from that of the
Headlamites107. Speaking of the Conference, however, Widdrington
is insistent that the formation of the C.S.L. should not be
regarded as the surrender of the Catholic basis of the old
Guild: those who had learned their theology from Headlam

were not the type of people to surrender any essential belief
in order to form a new society. "On the sacramental basis of

the Faith", he tells us, "the conference was emphatic. 5O
emphatic was it that one eminent broad Churchman left the

conference in disqust, and several others who attended the

102. Bettany op.cit. pp.90-92,
103. Commonwealth, April 1927, p.119.
104. June 22nd, 1906.

105. P.4d'A Jones, op.cit., p.242 states that West joined the G.S5.M. in

December 1893, but gives no source.. Qggggigggl_ﬁgEg;_gﬁ_;hg_§L§¢ﬂ,
No.35, September 1906, gives details of a celebration of Holy
Communion at West's Church in connection with the patronal festiwval
of the Guild, i.e. three months after the formation of the C.S8.IL.

106. Binyon, op.cit., p.193. Amongst other places Binyon worked in the
North East.

107. Crockford's Clerical Directory; Oxford Dictionary of the Christian
Church.
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conference did not join the Leacue." Yevertheless, whatever
were the feelings at the conference of Widdringtonand those

who shared his viewpoint, key erstwhile disciples of Headlam
such as Moll, Kennedy, Donaldson, Stacy and Widdringtonhimself,
did join the League108; and moreover, the written basis of the

League, hammered out in the afternoon, reflected no such explicit
emphasis. In its 'Form 1' - a list of Principles, Object,
Methods, Rules and Constitution - there is only one reference

to the sacraments, the first of the clauses under 'Methods'

requiring members "to cultivate by the regular use of Prayer
and Sacraments the life of brotherhood"109Widdrinqt0n felt

that the objections to the theological position of the G.S.M.
centred not so much on its essentials as on its expression

and its external manifestations110. He speaks of a gulf

dividing the North from the South in ecclesiastical outlook

at that time. The Catholicism of the North was of a more

sober habit. "We did not employ the word 'Mass' and the cultus
of Our Lady was not familiar to any but a few of the clergy ...
There were Anglo-Catholic outposts here and there, but most of
us had to be content with a minimum of externals and to tread
warily lest we should destroy the possibilities of winning our
people.” Though Headlam's speech at the Confefénce obviously

delighted Stacy - "this was the old teaching repeated last

Wednesday, and never before had it come with quite so much

freshness and force"111 - it was probably, by its tone and

content, a tactical error if Headlam's hope was to enlist
the Morecambe men in the Guild's ranks. Among the speeches
at the Conference where the religious references tended to

touch on ethical implications and duties and on such basic,

broad and acceptable concepts as the Fatherhood of God, the

Brotherhood of Man and the work of the Holy Ghost, Headlam's

108. The C.S.L., First Report, loc.cif.ﬁ

109. The Optimist, October 1906, pp.63-64.

110. Commonwealth loc.cit. Christendom loc.cit.

111. Labour Leader, loc.cit. Bettany, op.cit., p.219 describes stacy as
one of Headlam's most devoted followers.
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contribution strikes a rather incongruous, almost strident
note. References to the seven sacraments and particularly

to the sacrament of penance were scarcely likely to commend
him to "all schools of theological thought". From the chair,
West, in answer to Headlam's question about the advisability
of forming another organisation, declared that the Guild of

St Matthew only attracted men belonging to one theological

party112. In a printed leaflet about the League issued

after the Conference West softens this criticism: The Guild,
he states, does not appeal to Churchmen of all schools of

thought113. In their decision to found a new organisation

the conference members were governed by the realities of
Church life in the north, and indeed across the country: if
they were to have a strong, broadly based comprehensive
movement they could not risk excluding potential members by

espousing an organisation bound up unmistakably with a

particular ecclesiastical tradition.

Widdrington saw the political objections to the G.S.M.
as being more crucial than its expression of Catholicism:
"it was the political alignment of the G.S.M. even more than
its ecclesiastical vocabulary which determined us to form a

new society"114. Such a statement from Widdrington is perhaps

a little surprising when one considers the contents of his

letter in February, 1906, apologising to the Guild for his
absence from the special meeting to welcome the new Labour

M.Ps. In this letter, full of the enthusiasm of the moment,

he declares, a propos of Guild members, that "our relation to
the Labour Party has never been that of sympathetic outsiders ...

We have drawn no fine distinctions between Christian Socialism

~and Economic Socialism. We have identified ourselves with the

definitely Socialistic and Labour organisations. We have stood

side by side with the men who were working for the Social

Revolution"115. It was around this time too that the Council

112. Lancaster Observer etc., loc.cit.

113. Copy in Noel papers,'Uniﬁersitﬁ of Hull. Also printed as Form IT
in Optimist, October 1906, p.64.

114. Commonwealth, loc.cit.

115. Occasional paper of the Guild of St Matthew No. 34, February 1906, p.5
" » L J



47

of the Guild was to present its 'Address to the Labour Party’'.

Nevertheless, if the G.S.M., as the more ‘'advanced' of the two
Anglican Christian Socialist Societies, and containing within

its ranks, at that ‘time, many who would soon find a more
congenial habitat in the C.S.L., responded positively to the
post~Election mood, it had not always been so. As far back

as 1891, Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) , no doubt with some of

the radical impatience of youth, was complaining about the
political atmosphere of a G.S.M. meeting:~- "I was full of a

great sick feeling about the clergy after the Guild of St

Matthew debate - just the arguments one has heard about the
suffrage and every other reform. So that a 'horror of darkness'
came over me, and I asked myself whether the clergy could ever
come to Christian views since even out of that small, disreputable
G.S.M. there arose 10 Tories ...“116. It is likely that in his
article on Morecambe in Commonwealth,Widdrington's assessment,
making due allowance for the variations in political standpolnt
between individual members, reflects more accurately the political
traditions of the Guild than the manifestations of post—-Election
excitement, including his own letter, to which we have alluded.
Particularly, perhaps,was this assessment true of the Warden
himself. Speaking of the Morecambe men's view of the Guild,
Widdrington observes: "If its presentation of religion struck

the northerner as London, Brighton and South Coast, its politics
pore too close a likeness to the Metropolitan Padical Federation.
Headlam was the outstanding figure in the Guild and throughout
his life he was a Radical with Socialist leanings. He held that
the best way of achieving a new state of society was through the
Liberal Party, which, as time went on, would shed its Whigs.

'The G.S.M. might have easily been mistaken for a Henry George

Society with a traditional attachment to the Liberal Party"117.

l116. Draft of a letter to a friend in his diary, dated October 1st 1891.
Quoted in N\ Dearmer, The Life of Percy Dearmer (1940) p.71. 1In
January 1910 after a meeting of the C.S.L. at Warwick Castle
at which he had been one of the speakers invited by Lady Warwick,
Dearmer, who was nearing the end of his time as Secretary of the
C.S5.U. said, "Now I shall soon be free and able to join up with

you all”. I have found no evidence that Dearmer ever dig join the
C.S.L.

117. Commonwealth loc.cit.
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On one occasion Headlam declared "Yes, I am a Socialist,

but I thank God I am a Liberal as well"118. He was associated
with the Church of England Liberal and Progressive Union119,
body "founded in 1904 for the purpose of consolidating the
forces of Liberalism aﬁd Progress within the Church of England

and of resisting attempts made to use the organisation of the

National Church for the benefit of the Conservative Party.“120

In letters to Stacy when he is not using his own writing paper,
or that of the London County Council Education Offices, it is
that of the National Liberal Club121. In the context of the
Morecambe Conference, however, the Liberal connection was not
a recommendation. Widdrington points out that in the North
Liberalism was beginning to be a discredited creed with the
workers. In their eyes it was committed to the old order:

the Labour Party was the pioneer of a new order. "Liberalism
was merely a system of politics: Labour was an industrial
programme with a religious dynamic. That was the position in
1906, and in the years that followed".122

the Guild then, and more particularly of Headlam, such as it

The Socialism of

was, had too many links with Liberalism and too many associations
with Henry George's Single Tax proposals to commend itself to
the Collectivist crusade which was gathering momentum at the
time of Morecambe, where a Socialist cleric from Salford was

moved to confess "We are all for compulsory Socialism by

confiscat_ion"123. It was Widdrington's considered opinion of

the Guild that "at no period of its existence was it in full
sympathy with the Labour movement"124.

118. Bettany, op.cit. p.214.

119. Times, October 31st 1906. Report of the Annual Meeting of the Union,
at which Headlam was present.

i

120. The Church and Elections, pamphlet by C. Roden Buxton, being a paper
read at the Church Congress, Barrow in Furness, October 1906. The back -
page of the pamphlet sets out the purposes of the Church of England
Liberal and Progressive Union. (Conrad Noel papers, University of Hull)

121. Stacy papers, Hayward Collection. (In possession of author)

122. Commonwealth, loc.cit.

123. Yorkshire Post, 14th June 1906.

124. Commonwealth loc.cit.
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Some of Headlam's other multifarious and well-known
involvements were also felt to be a disadvantage. Widdrington
suggests that the Guild was too closely identified with what
some regarded as the idiosyncracies of the Warden, such as
the Church and Staée Guild, and his interest in the ballet125 -

matters which some felt would not cut much ice with North-

country trades unionists.126 Noel pointed out that the Guild

was associated with a policy of secular education (another of
Headlam's enthusiasms), believing that religion was best
taught in conjunction with worship in the Parish Church. Such
matters were not the concern of the conference. "The League”,

wrote Noel "refuses to risk the rejection of its Socialist

propaganda by pronouncing on other points, Or having a policy

on matters indifferent to Socialism and controverted amongst

w127

good Socialists. There were one or two other minor

objections - for instance, some felt that the very name

'Guild' was a little parochial and that something with more

'national' connotations was required.128 The mood of the

Morecambe Conference was single-minded: there was a determination
that nothing however admirable or important "should swamp the one
thing this Conference wanted to urge, propagate and stress."129
Both before the Conference, and again during 1it, the G.S.M. was

carefully weighed in the balance, but found wanting.

The other established society, the C.S.U., was much larger
than the G.S.M. and better connected. Although like the G.S5.M.
its origins were in the south of England it had branches in the

north: indeed in the C.S.U. notes in The Commonwealth for May
1906, the month before the foundation of the C.S.L., we find

that of the nine group or branch meetings reported, seven took

place in the north, five of these in Lancashire and two in the

north east. Several of those who attended the Morecambe meeting

were members.130 Yet Widdringtonlconsidering whether existing

125. Christendom loc.cit.

126. M.B. Reckitt op.cit. p.43
127. Commonwealth, July 1906, p.223. . .
128. Ibid. p.222.

129. Ibid.
130. Ibid.
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societies could serve the purposesof the Morecambe conferees,
dismisses the C.S.U. in a sentence .in one account and gives
it no mention at all in the other. "The C.S.U. for obvious
reasons did not lend itself to the kind of action we had 1in
view" was his verdict13T. Haw, in a book published in

February 1906, gives us a clue to these 'obvious reasons'.
"There was a time", he writes, "when it was thought that

the Christian Social Union .... would win work people. That
time is past. The objects of the Union are excellent .. But
the spirit is wanting. Work people do not belong to the
Christian Social Union. The Labour Movement knows nothing of
it. The Union is now largely an appendage of the High Church
party, whose social zeal workmen welcome while filled with
amazement to see it associated with a form of Church worship
and institutionalism that to them are as far removed from the
Christ of the New Testament as Freemasonry oOr Mohammedanism“132.
An article on the C.S.U. in The Guardian considered that the
society would do invaluable service if it only succeeded "in
preparing the minds of the upper and middle classes to meet

in a right spirit the advent of the new social order which will
take something away from them and give it to others whose

necessity is greater".133 It was 1n the middle and upper

classes that the C.S.U. made 1ts impact: the concern of the
Morecambe conference was more directly with those masses whose
necessity was indeed greater. Binyon, who joined the C.S5.U. 1n
1899'3%, points out that in the C.S.U. there were different
conceptions of what was meant by 'the Christian Law'. (The
first of the listed 'Objects' of the C.S.U. was to claim for

the Christian Law the ultimate authority to rule social practice.)

131. Commonwealth April 1927, p.119,

132. G. Haw, Christianity and the Working Classes (1906), p.25,

133. The Guardian, Wednesday August 10th, 1904. Article: 'The Evolution
of the C.S.U., Mary E. Christie.

Wt
. gy~

134. G.C. Binyon, 'I want ...' unpublished typescript (1927?) p.4 Binyon
papers, Brotherton Library, University of Leeds.



W{#;rr'.rriﬁﬂ.f _I.-l

51

"For some, perhaps one in a hundred, 1t meant the consciousness
of a God-willed social order hovering as 1t were over the actual
world: for others it meant simply being true and just in all
their dealings within and assuming capitalist Societz“135.

A pamphlet produced by the Oxford University branch of the
C.S.U. in 1906 speaks of the three principles of Christian
Socialism as being the principles of Interference, Thought

and Balance and considers that one of the main functions of

the Christian Socialist is to strike the true balance between

extremes. "In all questions of social reform there 1is likely
to be just this tendency to extremes and the need of such a

mean as Christian Socialism can alone supply - not a state of
inaction or indifference but a keen love of what is true and

just, an entire enthusiasm for God's method of salvation."136

The moderate tone and the reference to 'social reform' (rather
than 'socialism') are significant - a far cry from some of the
sentiments expressed at Morecambe. The article in the Guardian,
to which we have already referred, concedes that in its charter
of princiﬁles and rules the word 'Socialism' does not appear,
but it maintains that the principle of Socialism is there. This
was not a view shared by West at Morecambe. It was only towards
the close of the day that the question of the C.S.U. was raised.
Already the name and constitution of the new League had been

provisionally discussed when the suggestion was made that the

C.S.U. covered the ground and the conference members might rest

content with that body. The suggestion was massively outvoted.137

In answer to the question as to what difference there was between
the new League and the Christian Social Union West replied, "The

difference is vital. This League will consist of definite

Socialists. The Christian Social Union does not."138

135. Ibid, p.5.

136. C.S.U., Oxford University Branch, Three Principles of Christian

Socialism. Pamphlet dated Trinity Term 1906. ([Noel papers, University
of Hull]

137. Commonwealth, July 1906, p.223.

138. Yorkshire Post, loc.cit.
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The reply was amplified in the printed statement about the

League which followed the conference. "The Christian Social
Union has interested, through its valuable literature, a
large number of respectable people who think it quite safe

to describe themselves as Christian Socialists without in

the slightest degree having any belief in the common owner-
ship of the sources of production or distribution, and are,
therefore, not Socialistsat all. The new League requires 1ts
members to be convinced Socialists, in the historical and

economic meaning of the word. It is thus a Society within

the Church, composed exclusively of Socialists“139 Headlam

incidentally was even more scathingly dismissive, speaking of
"the Christian Sccial Union, with its dignitaries and

philanthropists, always learning but never cominag to a
knowledge of the truth". 140

In setting up a new organisation, the intention of the

Morecambe Conference members was to complement the work of
the other societies141, not to compete with it. Noel reported

that most of them belonged to one or other of these societies

and did not intend to resign but they wanted a special society
to do a special piece of work142. There is ample evidence of
the continued participation in the affairs of the older
socleties by those who founded the C.S.L.143 The 'urgent

memorandum' which Headlam sent to G.S.M. members after

Morecambe produced some response to his appeal for a "Guarantee

Fund"” znd men who had joined the C.S.L. were among those who

came to the rescue.144 Moll was the preacher at the service

139, Noel papers, University of Hull; Optimist, October 1906, p.64.

140. Occasional Paper of G.S.M., No.36, November 1906, p.4, Wardens

Address at 29th A.G.M. of G.S.M., 24th September. 1In the same
speech Headlam also made a withering reference to the C.S.L.:

"the new Church Socialist League, started by our friends and
members in the North, who scem to think that there are some people

who will find a religious basis for Socialism in the Protestant
religion, rather than in the Catholic faith, who have yet to

prove their strength, but to whom we wish hearty God-speed ..."

141. Manchester Guardian, June 14th 1906.

142. Commonwealth loc.cit.

143. E.g. Occasional Paper of Gulld of St Matthew No.40; C.S.

—eeCo o oas topEs Do ovooy DL ot ratthew u. 1eaflet

No. 14 'The UnemEloXed' is by Lewls Donaldson [n.d. but leaflet No.8
is dated 1907] ; - { .

144. Occasional Paper of G.S.M., No.35, September 1906, p.8.
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marking the twenty ninth anniversary of the foundation of

the Guild and at the supper which followed he explained the

reasons which had led to the setting uv of the C.S5S.L.

At

145

its A.G.M. in September 1906 the Guild reacted to the

new Christian Socialist-situation by making some rather

cosmetic alterations in its rules, the effect of which was

to

as

give a more Socialist gléow to the society's countenance:

far as Headlam was concerned they merely expressed more

plainly than before what had always been the Guild's

principles, but he commended them because they met"the

wishes of some of our younger members for whom the traditions

of

our Guild are insufficient .146 The leaflet 'The Guild of

St Matthew, what it is and who should join it', first issued

1n

1895, was re-issued in 1906147. Nevertheless, despite

signs of vitality, adaptability and support, and although

148

the First Report of the C.S.L. was able to speak of "kindly
relations with the C€.S.U. and the G.S.M.", the foundation of a

new and enthusiastic Christian Socialist Society was bound,

however unintentionally, to affect the vigour of the existing

organisations by syphoning off some of the available energy

and interest from the limited number of avowed Christian

Socialists in the land. Particularly was this the case with

the G.S.M.: the C.S.U. operated in a rather different manner

and orbit. Headlam continued to have trouble with his "younger

members", and the shadow of the League hung over the last years of

the Guild. One resolution at the Annual Meeting of 1908 called

for a pledge that the Guild was committed to Socialism as

defined by the various Socialist societies (including the

C.S.L.), and that "any utterance or action on the part of a
Guild member, inconsistent with thé advocacy of Socialism, sO
understood, is incompatible with loyalty to the Guild", whilst
a second called for close co-operation and consultation with

the C.S5.L. The first was defeated and the second was withdrawn.

145
140

147.
148.
149.

. Ibid.

. Occasional paper of G.S.M., No.36, November 1906, pp.2-3.
Copy in Conrad Noel papers, University of Hull.
Loc.cit., p.3.

Occasional Paper of the G.S.M., No.44, September 1909, p.5.

149
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Headlam said of this occasion that it was "perhaps the most

dangerous moment in our history.“150

It was these dangerous
moments and the attitudes of '‘which they were a manifestation
that led Headlam to disbound the Guild. 1In a letter to the
Guild's Treasurer in 1909 he wrote:- "The only thing we do
is to talk about a definition of Socialism ... I don't want
the name of the Guild to be captured by a few people out of

touch with our work ... The Church Socialist League will

provide a home for these people when the Guild 1is dead."151.

As for the C.S.U., it survived through various vicissitudes
until after the first World War when it lost its identity in

the Industrial Christian Fellowship.152

The basis and rules of the new organisation were drawn

up during the afternoon of the Morecambe Conference153,

though the preliminary meetings had presumably done much spade-
work. Both the G.S.M. and the C.S.U., influenced by the
theological climate in which they had emerged, were committed
to studving social questions in the light of the Incarnation.
During the discussions at Morecambe an attempt was made to have
" some similar obligation included in the written Basis of the
new League. Widdrington was the instigator. "I had the
feeling", he tells us, "that the most important purpose of a
Church Socialist League was to elaborate a Christian approach
to the problems of the new era. So I ventured to plead for
the inclusion in the Basis 0of 'The adumbration of a Christian
Sociology']tht that time the phrase 'Christian Sociology' was

strange and therefore my amendment to the Basis received little

Or no support." The idea was demolished by a "witty but
mischievous" speech by Father Bull), who denounced the phrasing

150. Bettany op.cit., p.91.

151. Ibid., p.92.

152. John H. Heidt in 'The Christian Social Union', an article in I.C.F.

Quarterly, July 1977, gives a more accurate account of the end of
the C.5.U. than that of many writers.

153. Lancaster Observer etc. loc.cit.

154. Christendom loc.cit.; ng@gﬂﬁggizh_April 1927, pp.120-121. It also

appears to have gained little attention from those who reported the

conference. Of the various accounts only Widdrington's seems to
refer to 1it.
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of the pfoposal as "savouring of intellectualism and
unintelligible to the simple, both Christian and Labour“.155

The proposal was defeated, but the notion was not dead as we

shall discover.

The Conference finally decided on the following Basis

for the League:-

Principles:-

1. The Church has a mission to the whole of human

life, Social and Individual, Material and Spiritual

2. The Church can best fulfil its social mission by

acting in 1ts corporate capaclty

3. To this end the members of the League accept the

principles of Socialism.

Object

TO secure the corporate action of the Church on these

principles

Methods

1. To cultivate by the regular use of Prayer and

Sacraments the life of brotherhood

2. Members undertake to help each other in fulfilling

the object of the League by speaking and lecturing
and in other ways

3. Members shall co-operate as far as possible to
secure the consideration of social questions at
their Ruri-decanal and Diocesan Conferences, and

the election of Socialists on these and other
representative bodies

4. Members shall work for the disestablishment of the
Patron, and the substitution of the Church in each

parish in conjunction with the Church in the Diocese
in the Patron's place .

155. Ibid. The Widdfington school of thouéht had a certain fondness for
‘adumbration’'. Father Bull had a point - the 'adumbration of 2

Christian SociologyTW6u1@ seem at, least as likely to put off Northern
artisans as Headlam's passion for the ballet.
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5. To secure the due representation of the wage earning

classes upon all the official representative bodies of
the Church.

Rules

1. Membership - Open to all members of the Church of
England

2. The members are pledged to make themselves familiar

with at least one branch of social reform.

Constitution

1. The members shall form themselves into groups with a

secretary for each Diocese

2. There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of

two representatives from each Diocese

3. There shall be an annual minimum subscription to the

central body of 1/= per member.156

This Basis did not remain immutable for all time: in the course

of the League's life there were various attempts, some successful,

to amend it.157

We find present at Morecambe three components of Christian
Socialism which, like the intertwined strands of a rope, appear
and re-appear throughout the history of the movement - a
political element, in the form of Socialism, an intellectual

element, exemplified in the call for 'an adumbration of

‘Christian Sociology' and an ecclesiastical element, illustrated
by the assertion of the importance of a Catholic and sacramental
basis. At Morecambe, in the enthusiasm and euphoria still

emanating from the Election, supremacy went to Socialism.

156. Optimist, October 1906, pp.63-4, prints this Basis (as Form 1),
together with an official explanatory 'gloss' (Form 11). Church

Times, June 22 1906, also prints the Form 1 version including
the last two words 'per member', missing in the Optimist.

157. The extracts from the Basis which are mentioned by Widdrington in
his account of the Conference in Christendom, March 1947, P.23
reflect later expansions and alterations. The original Versio;

E is as quoted above. M.B. Reckitt in his biography of Widdrington,

i pp.44-45 appears to be following the Christendom article
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M.B. Reckitt in his biography of Widdrington, whose views

he largely shared, makes the interesting point that the

very order of the items on the Morecambe Agenda determined
that the conference yould start not from any consideration
of Christian doctrine but from the political situation and
the ideals of the new party, in the face of which the Church

was required to consider its duties, and that such a stand-

point was to be reflected in the Basis of the organisation.158

The name of the society was itself significant. The Labour
men who met at Bradford in 1893 had balked at the term
'Socialist': it was felt that its appearance in the title
would limit the development of the new party and so it
remained The Independent Labour Party.159 No such
considerations directed the Morecambe conferees in 1906: the
new body which emerged was not the Church Labour League but,
uncompromisingly, the Church Socialist League. Its members,
all of them, were to be convinced Socialists in the ordinary
meaning of the word, "moved by the conviction that the recon-

struction of society on Socialist lines is the extension of
God's kingdom on earth“.160 The League's formularies, as

drawn up at Morecambe, make its Socialist stance abundantly
clear: they agive little explicit expression to the

'intellectual' element and the specifically Catholic element.
There are references to lecturing and to members becoming
familiar with a branch of social reform, activities which
would seem to presuppose a certain amount of study, and as
already noted, the sacraments are mentioned in Method 1,
but these statements fall far short of the notions entertained
by Widdrington and Headlam. It is easy, however, iantressing
the absence of a full-blown Catholicism, to minimise the
ecclesiastical ingredient. The formularies are frank: the

League is a society within the Church, its anticipated sphere

158. p.44.
159. H. Pelling, op.cit., p.124.

160. Optimist, loc.cit.
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of work, at this stage, is within the Church and, again at
this stage, its structure is based on the diocese. Moreover
the members "are Socialists because they are Churchmen“161.
Nevertheless Widdrington's dissatisfaction with the Basis
was evident. In the hurry and excitement of the Conference,

he felt important standpoints were lost and there was a

tendency to make a too facile identification of Christianity

with Socialism162. However, although the novel and most

striking feature of this latest society was its unambiguous
declaration for Socialism and although sacramental Catholicism
and 'intellectualism' found little expression in its written
basis the C.S.L. in reality was a kind of federation of elements.
Catholicism and the intellectual aspect, if absent in formulae
were still present in personnel, in individuals and in the
society as a whole. The interaction of these three forces -
Socialism, Catholicism and 'intellectualism' - their waxing
and waning, their quest for expression and primacy was to
determine much of the internal history of the League. For

the present, the enthusiasm of the moment held them in a
coalition transcending disruptive dissent and a society
emerged less Catholic than the G.S.M., less intellectual

than the C.S.U. but more socialist than either.

The new body, moreover, consciously aimed to respond
to the mood and needs of the moment. In this fresh outburst
of Christian Socialism in the North of England we can find
some parallels with the surge of 'secular' socialism in the
early 1890s which had led to the establishment of the I.L.P.
in that area. As one writer puts it "Here was a widespread
agitation ... Socialism was now more than the fad of a few
London intellectuals ... thousands were turning towards 1t

as offering the hope of redress for their pressing

grievances ... The time had now come for the establishment

of a national party which would be more representative of

the new converts than the sectional societies of the metropolis
could ever become ..."'°> The first germ of the C.S.L.,

expressed in the columns of the I.L.P's Labour Leader

161. Ibid. This phrase appeared in West's original letter to the
Labour Leader.

162. Commonwealth loc.cit.

163. H. Pelling, op.cit., p.103.
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For the moment the new society was simply in beilng.
"what the future of the League may be none can say, but,
for the present, its existence within the Church 1is
significant, and its principles and methods demand the

consideration of all: earnest and thoughtful people",
said West in his post-Conference statement173 Meanwhile

the League set its face towards Barrow-in-Furness and

the Church Congress. There the newly elected Provisional
: . 174
Committee would report to a further meeting.
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173. Optimist, loc.cit.

174. Lancaster Observer etc. loc.cit.
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PART IT - DEVELOPMENT

CHAPTER 3 - A NETWORK OF BRANCHES

From within the Church of England there had now emerged

an organisation definitely committed to Socialism and a
leadership now existed: it remained to be seen whether the
development had come too late to enlist a substantial rank

and file membership. Both existing societies had conspicuously

failed to attract grass roots membership. As we have seen, the

G.S.M., after nearly thirty years, numbered fewer than three
hundred members, whilst the C.S.U., though a much larger
organisation, lacked a commitment to full-blown economic
socialism: 1its intellectual and elitist atmosphere did not
commend it to working class membership nor were its aims in

this direction. The infant C.S.L. emerged from the Morecambe
conference with a nucleus of thirty five members1, predominantly
clerical in composition and northern in base, to set about the

task of creating a national network of branches and a mass

membership of both clergy and laity within the Church of England.

Church congresses were to be a favourite ready-made shop

window for the Church Socialist League. "We stirred up the
Church Congresses held at Swansea, Barrow-in-Furness, Leicester

and elsewhere" wrote George Lansburyz, and the pages of

successive periodicals, The Optimist, The Church Socialist
Quarterly and The Church Socialist, bear out his statement.

Given its northern origins and composition, the C.S.L. was

fortunate in that within four months of its foundation a Church
Congress was to be held in the industrial town of Barrow-in-
Furness and that the Secretary of the Church CongresSs Wwas
Samuel Falle, a C.S.L. member who was Vicar of St James,

Barrow-in-Furness from 1899 to 1906 and subsequently Dean

1. C.5.L. - 1lst Report, March 1907, p.2 (Noel papers, University of Hull).
Noel, -in his report in Commonwealth,- July 1906, p.223, gives a figure
of 45, but the lower figure is to be preferred since the First Report
was compiled by the Secretary (of the Conference and of the Leaque) and

Noel was never one to minimise the strength and activities of the
C.S.L.

2. George Lansbury, My Life (1928), p.5. The Barrow Congress preceded that
at Swansea. Much of the other comment on the C.S.L. in this passage is

confused and unreliable h Lansbury stated (p.8) that almost every word
of the biography had been wrltten entirely from memory.
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of Jersey3. They were fortunate too that with a year of
ILLabour electoral successes and in that overwhelmingly
industrial location, they entered a forum in which socialist
opinions found free expression. The Daily ExXpress corres-

pondent, under a headline 'Militant Socialists', described

4
Wednesday October 3rd as 'Labour Day' at the Church Congress .
"Never before" he proclaimed "in all the forty-six years of

the Church Congress have the placid country vicar, the
absorbed theologian and the groper amid ecclesiastical
traditions received such an awakening from the advocates

of Labour". The Pall Mall Gazette reported that "at the
evening meeting held for deliberation on 'The Church and the
People' the addresses were of a militantly Socialist character

and sober Churchmen learned from their newspapers next day

that 'absurd, fantastic and impracticable theories had passed
uncriticised and even cheered to the echo'".5 An Editorial

in the Optimist averred that "the Barrow Church Congress will
be remembered as the Socialists' Congress".6 A member of the

League's Provisional Committee, made a stirring speech. "Pointing
towards the bridge leading from the furnace and shipyards to the
town of Barrow the Rev. F.L. Donaldson exclaimed:- 'Look at that
bridge with 10,000 working men walking across it and meeting us
face to face and ignoring the deliberations of this congress of
the National Church ... Is the passionate desire which animates
the great Labour movement to have no expression in the National
Church? ... The danger in which the Church now stands is that

she is becoming the monopoly of the upper classes. I trust that
in these deliberations we shall come to recognise that the voice

of the people is in reality the voice of God' ... The Socialistic
7

Dean of Ely ... Bishop-designate of Truro, led the night
attack ... supported by Mr T. Summerbell M.P., Mr George
Lansbury8 of Poplar and Miss Gertrude Tuckwell. It was

necessary to rub one's eyes and gaze at the Bishops and

. Church Times, June 22nd 1906; Crockford's Clerical Directory, 1923,
. October 4th 1906.

. October 5th 1906,
. January 1907.
~ Not a member of C.S.L.

O ~J v U S W

. Summerbell and Lansbury both joined the League (First Report, List of
Members). As far as is known they were the only men who were both M.Ps
and members of the Leagque at the same time.

i | the League had been wound up.

Slesser became an M.P. after

e i o p—
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other dignitaries to assure oneself that this really was the
Church Congress and not Mile End Waste ... 'From tonight I am

a Socialist after the fashion of Charles Kingsley and Bishop

Westcott', said Dr Stubbs, Dean of Ely.“9 He had not, be 1t

noted, become a Socialist after the fashion of the C.S.L. but,
given the virtual absence of the gaitered species from the
Morecambe Conference, such a declaration could only be
welcomed. The C.S.L. meeting attracted a large number of
Barrow working men, with a few clergy and ladies: the
advance publicity given to it by the Labour Party in Barrow
contributed greatly to its success.10 New members joined.
One of these was a Londoner, Edith Mansell-Moullin, who was
to be the League's Treasurer from 1908-1911. "I at once
joined the League ... I felt here was the answer to the
question I had been asking myself for years: 'How am I to
apply my Christianity to the social relations ot life?'"11
Clearly the C.S.L. could not have asked for a more smooth

and satisfactory slipway for its national launching than

was afforded by the Church Congress in the ship-building town
of Barrow-in-Furness.

After nine months of the League's existence its Committee
issued a short report12 to indicate its condition and prospects

and to give advance warning of the Annual Conference scheduled

for Scarborough three months later. This document showed that
there had been a steady increase in C.S.L. membership. The
number on the books stood at exactly 130: a majority of these
had been attracted by what they had heard of the new society
whilst others had joined as a result of the propaganda meetings
which had been held at Newcastle, Sunderland, Darlington, Barrow,
Lancaster, Manchester and Leeds. Branches had been formed at
Newcastle, Sunderland and Manchester and it was hoped that

another would result from the Leeds'meeting; Secretaries had

9. Express, loc.cit.

10, C.S.L. - 1ist Report, p.2.

11. Church Socialist, October 1912, article 'Some Church Socialists ang
their views -~ VIII - Mrs E.R. Mansell-Moullin.

12, C.S.L. - 1st Report.



been appointed for ten dioceses - five in the Morth of England,
three in the Midlands, one in the South and one in Scotland.
The membership was now almost exactly half clerical, half lay.
Of the sixty two ¢lerqy, six were monks from Mirfield. Among
the ranks of the laitiwere twelve women13 and one Member of

Parliament, Thomas Summerbell of Sunderland, whose firm

printed the report. Roughly six out of every seven members
came from the North and Midlands: of the rest London provided
three members, there were two from South Wales, two from
Buckinaghamshire and solitary members from places as improbable
as Hawarden, Hoddesdon, Great Yarmouth and Yarmouth, Isle of
Wight. The Secretary mentioned that a Publishing Fund would
be needed and contributions were invited. There was satis-
faction with the state of the League in March 1907. "As we

look back on the months that have elapsed since June 1906",
stated the report, "we cannot help feeling greatly encouracged.
If the numbers of the League increase at the present rate we

shall soon be a large and powerful society.”

The Conference at Scarborough was preceded, as had been

the meeting at Morecambe, by a conference of Clergy and Labour
at Mirfield. 1In neither case was there any formal link between
the conferences but in both years the Mirfield Conference helped
to step up the tempo of Socialist enthusiasm in the north at a
convenient time. This Ccnference, on April 27th, was possibly

on an even larger scale than the one in 1906, but appears to
have had a smaller proportion of clergy. J.H. Hastings, the
C.S.L. Secretary, reported the meeting for The Commonwealth

and he estimated the attendance at between five hundred and

six hundred14 - mainly delegates from the Socialist Societies

of Lancashire and Yorkshire, with what he called 'a fair

sprinkling of clergy'. He also remarked that there were a

13. This number assumes that the designation Mrs or Miss has been given
in all cases.

14. June 1907, p.184. The Labour Leader (3rd May 13907), on the other hand,
suggests a much more modest event -~ 30 delegates from Socialist
organisations plus a number of clergy and most of the students. The
Clarion takes an intermediate position stating that 300 people took
part in the Conference (press cutting, n.d. C.R. archives) . Judging

by the success of the 1906 conference and the continued momentum of
the Labour movement the Labour Leader figqures appear to be the

likely to be correct. least
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good many women present, many of them being delegates. Fr.
Frere, the Superior, in welcoming the delegates alluded
briefly "to the differing circumstances which marked off

this second Conference from the first - notably the passing
away of a slioht element of suspicion which surrounded last
vear's doings."” The agenda was not dissimilar: the previous
vear's resolution, callino for co-operation, was re—affirmed

and there followed resolutions on 0ld Age Pensions, the

suffrage, which brought forth a speech from Mrs Pankhurst,
and the Unemployed. All the resolutions were moved by
members of the C.S.L. - Fathers Frere, Bull and Healy of

the Community, and Lewis Donaldson. Donaldson's motlion on
the Unemployed was seconded by Mr J.R. Clynes M.P., who,

says Hastings, "voiced the thoughts of many when he expressed
his desire, not for a new Theoloay but for a fuller return to
the old Social Gospel of the Founder of Christianity”™ - an
indication that the religious element in the conference was
probably primarily ethical rather than doctrinal in nature.
Hastinas felt that it was an interestincg and important
gathering and that gratitude was due to the Community of the
Pesurrection for giving these opportunities of demonstrating
the awakening of the Church in the North to her duty. "There
is no doubt whatever", he continued, "that the spirit of
Socialism is growing amoncgst Churchmen - that the implications
of the Gospel are being more fully realised - one might
almqst say, that we are at the beginning of a new revival

of practical religion." The Optimist was even more emphatic.
The general impression left after the Cbnferencé, the Editor
declared‘was:— "Surely this:Socialiém is the natural outcome

of sincere Christianity." He continued:- "We believe that

- these conferences stand at the beginning of a parting of the

ways. The Church is rallying for a great social advance.

She is leavinag the paths of reaction for therforward reaches
in the pilgrimage of man." 15

The next forward reach in this pilgrimage was the Leaqgue's

Annual Conference some six weeks later when the Chairman, West,

told the members, "We are Socialists, therefore, because our

Christian philOSOphxeléadS us tohfecognise Socialism

15. Editorial, July 1907.
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as a Divinely inspired thing, making for the fulfilment of
. : . 016

the Divine purpose for the social redemption of man.

For its early meetings, as we have seen, the League remained

in northern territorv and for the venue of its first Annual

Conference it chose a northern seaside town, Scarborough.

Reports of the Conference revealed that the League was now

around 200 strong, an increase of fifty per cent within the

.previous three months.17 Conrad Noel, who had emerged as

Hon. Organizing Secretary of the League urged on the socilety
to further conquests. Opening a discussion on the extension
of the League's work, he stressed that "no one should join
who had not the missionaryv spirit, and was not prepared to
aive a considerable part of his time and income to spreading
the principles and increasinc the membership of the Leaque ...
He would like to see a rule that each lay member should be
under obligation to make at least one convert, and each priest
at least three converts during the year, or to give some
explanation to the annual Conference of failure to do so ...
The League was not to start with the idea of being a small
body; it was a little leaven now, but its circumference was
to be the whole lump: it was to be a large society", though,
he added, "it must not sacrifice quality to quantity."18
Despite the wide na;ional vistas of Noel's exhortation, the
Conference somewhat tamely decided to hold its next annual
meeting at another northern town: they would move from

seaside to spa and gather at Buxton.19 Although it was

unadventurous not to advance south of the Trent, Vera Brittain
who grew up in Buxton gives a clear indication that the
comfortable classes of the town could be accurately described

as a mission field for the members. "Before the Wa:" she

~wrote "I had heard academically of Socialism - it was one

of the subjects discussed at Sir John Marriott's Buxton

16. Ibid. The Philosophy of our Position -~ Presidential Address by The

Revd. G. Algernon West, Scarborough Conference of C.S.L., June 2nd
1907 [The date should have read 4th June]

17. Church Times, June 14th 1907; Conrad Noel, newspaper article 'With
the Church Socialists at Scarborough (press cutting, no identification,
n.d., Conrad Noel papers, University of Hull); C.S.L. 1st Report, loc.
cit. This figure is possibly an under-estimation: calculations from

the Secretary's speech to the 1908 Conference give a fiqure of 286 for
the time of the Scarborough Conference.

18. Church Times, loc.cit.

19. Ibid. This venue was later changed and the 1908 cOnferénce tock place
in London (Optimist April 1908, report in July issue)
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lectures, though his attitude towards it may be imagined -
but the existence of the Labour Party, though I must have
known of it, made no impression upon my political

. 20
consciousness". |

Whether or not the forty or so members present at
Scarborough21 went out inspired by West's lofty identification
of Socialism with the Divine purpose or impelled by Noel's
stirring missionary call, or both, the recruiting momentum of
the C.S.L. continued. By October West reported a membership
of abcut 260, twice the number of a little over six months
aqo, when the First Report had been issued. West felt that
the Leacue's progress had exceeded their most hopeful
expectations. There were now twelve branches. He pointed
out that it had members all over the country and was not by
any means confined to the North. "We are hoping", he said,
showing a touch of Northern chauvinism, "for much development
this winter, especially in London, which is the most Backward

place in England from our point of view." The only obstacle

to rapid advance was lack of funds. Indulging in a flight of
fancy he said "If some penitent and converted capitalist

would give us a few thousand pounds we should be able this

winter to cover the country with branches.“22 Meanwhile Noel,

then living in Essex and a Streatham curate, J.A. Grant had
the matter of London in hand. A letter to the Church Times
in Julv announced that a London and Home Counties Branch was

being formed23: it was in fact started, not inappropriately

perhaps, on Guy Fawkes Day, 190724

By the following Spring it was some 70 strong and the
decision was made to abandon Buxton and head for the capital

for the next Annual Conference and to hold a big public
meeting in conjunction with it.25 Meanwhile membership was

well over five hundred and new branches had been formed:

20. Vera Brittain, Testament of Youth (1933), p.401 (Fontana edition, 1979).

21. Noel, loc.cit.

22. Optimist, October 1907, 'An Interview with Rev. G. Algernon West.'

23, July 12th, 1907.

24, Optimist, April 1908, p.176.
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some even had weekly meetings, and the extent of their
activities was such that the Branch Reports Section of the

April issue of the QOptimist, ran to seven pages. Conrad
Noel estimated that members of the League had addressed

over 1000 meetings during the last four months.26 By the

time of the Annual Meeting (June 2nd) membership had reached
600: it had more than doubled since the last Conference. A

sixth of the total were clergy but this was a smaller proportion
than previously: calculations from membership lists indicate

that in the last eight months, whilst some ten clergy had

joined, over three hundred of the laity had becone members.27

There were now eighteen brancheszB: thirteen of these were
in the North, including a cluster of infant branches in
Lancashire, and two in the Midlands, with London, Croydon

and Bristol making up the total. Significantly however the
northern branches, though more numerocus, were being overtaken
in membership. Whilst old established branches such as
Newcastle and Darlington, though growing, could muster only

3929 and 1230 members respectively; Birmingham had recruited

70, Leicester 100 and London, includina Croydon, now had
120.31 Though, with the re-election of West of Sunderland
as Chairman and the appointment of Moll of Newcastle to the

new post of Vice-Chairman, the North-East was still at the

helm, the centre of gravity of the League was likely to shift

with the emergence of these new young giants in the Midlands
and South.

In January 1909 the Chairman, West, addressed the members

through a letter in the Church Socialist Qgg:;erl¥.32 He could
now report a membership of 800 and the existence of twenty

26. Ibid. An Interview with the Revd. Conrad Noel.

27. Optimist, July 1908, Report of 2nd Annual Conference; Optimist,
October 1907, loc.cit.

28. Map showing dates of formation of C.S.L. branches - Appendix 1.

29. Optimist, July 1908, Branch report. This, however, was an increase
of about a quarter since February.

30. Optimist, October 1908, Branch reports.
31. Ibid.

32. The Optimist was acquired by the C.S.L. and its title was changed to

imhe Church Socialist Quarterly or timist' (Optimist, October 1908
[ » :
. p.267). The first issue under the new title came out in January 1909.
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branches, reports of whose activities took up no less than
fourteen pages in this issue of the periodical. A Lancashire
Federation of branches had been established with a formal
Constitution, while the Leicester branch, where membership
was still growing steadily, claimed to be making a deep

impression on the life of the town. West exhorted the members
to yet more progress, encouraging every member to secure a
convert and setting a target of 2000 members by the end of

the year. Somewhat ominously, however, he raised again the
question of finance. "We need money badly", he said. Many
members had not vet paid their subscriptions and the Secretaries
of branches had not sent them on to headguarters. In February,
Noel, writing about the League for the enlightenment of an
S.D.P. readership33, claimed that the Society's membership

was little short of 1000, though, in the light of statements
at the Annual Conference later in the year, this estimate was
probably a slight exaggeration. Noel's article was written in
connection with a great demonstration organised by the London
Branch to plead the cause 0of the unemployed. Nearly three
thousand people gathered in Trafalgar Square on February 13th
and the event, which was well covered by the press, gave the

League a great deal of publicity.34 In his address to the

Annual Conference at Leicester in May, read, in his absence
through illness, by Hastings, the Secretary, West expressed
satisfaction over past progress and optimism for the future.
Whereas less than three years ago they had started with fewer
than fifty members and had one branch, today they were nearly
a thousand strong, with twenty five branches. "As time goes

on", he said, "there can be no doubt that our progress will

be at a much greater rate."35 This Conference, West's last

as Chairman, was highly'significant in the history of the
League in two respects: firstly in regard to decisions about
the organisation's relationship to the Labour political
movement, a subject which will be considered later in this

study, and secondly in terms of a clear geographical shift

33. Justice, February 13th 1909. Article by Conrad Noel, 'The Church
Socialist League and the Unemployed'.

34. - Church Socialist Quarteflz, April 1909, Branch Reports.

35. Ibid., July 1909, Report of Annual Conference of C.S.1L.
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in the League'é centre of gravity. West had planned to hand

over the chairmanship to his deputy and neighbour, Moll of

Newcastle but, for reasons which will be discussed later, a
North Eastern apostolic succession did not take place and
the League emerged with all its six principal officers,
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, General Secretary, Organising
Secretaries and Treasurer, drawn from the Midlands and

London areas.36 The Executive Committee at a later meeting
recognised that the North was very inadequately represented
both in the list of officers and on the Executive Committee:
the situation had arisen through the rather unsatisfactory
electoral arrangements of the League whereby officers and
committee were elected only by those members present at the
conference, rather than by ballot of the entire membership.
Such a constituency was likely to be unrepresentative, with
the host area being disproportionately strong. Steps were
taken to remedy the situation by co-option of Northern members

on to the Executive and by devising a ballot of all members for

such elections in the future.37 In the same issue, Noel, the
Organising Secretary, declared that he hoped to give a
considérable portion of his time in the following winter to
the North of England: he would gladly help in starting new

branches or do his best to strengthen weak ones. Despite his
emphatic dislike of public schools - he was at Wellington

and subsequently at,Cheltenham38 - wWe can, perhaps, detect
some residual traces of 'house spirit' in the exhortation

to inter-regional rivalry with which he concludes this piece:
"There should now be a healthy race between north, midlands
and south for the largest memberships; thus swiftly and
strongly our National League will be increased.“39 However
notwithstanding the Executive Committee's action and Noel's

encouragement, the North-East and indeed the North as a whole,

36. Ibid.

37. Ibid. Report of Executive meeting of June 4th.

38. Conrad Noel, Autobiography (éd. S.Dark), 1945, Chapter II 'The
Glorious Tradition of our Public Schools'.

39, Church Socialist Quarterly, July 1909. Note from Organiser.
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never regained its previous ascendancy. There were other
disquieting items to set alongside the triumphant story of
rising membership that summer. The Hon. Treasurer told
members that £50, a not inconsiderable sum in 1909, would
have to be raised at once to meet the current expenditure
of the Leaque. A special Emergency Fund was to be opened
straight away to raise morniey to pay outstanding debts then
considerably overdue: until these were paid the League
could not continue to hold meetings 1n new places.40 S1gns
of tension and dissent were also apparent within the
membership: West, though elected, in his absence, to the
Executive Committee resigned and could not be persuaded to
change his mind. The Editor of the Quarterly also resigned
but returned on his own terms.41 Nevertheless, the League
continued to add to its ranks. By the end of the year the
membership fell just short of 1200, and the branches, including
the Central Branch, the 'collective' of isolated members,
numbered thirty five.42 The London Branch alone accounted
for one sixth of the membership. West's target of 2000 by
the end of the year had not been reached, but the Secretary
still felt able to speak of 'useful progress' and to comment
that "during the coming year the League ought largely to

increase its membership."”

The League was not, however, to continue to increase its
numbers year by year in the manner of a geometrical progression.
Not only was West's target of 2000 members not to be reached
by the end of 1909, it was not to be reached at all: nor was
the Secretary's anticipation of a large increase in membership
to materialise. After the steep ascent of the first three
years, the indications are that the League then reached a
plateau. Widdrington, in his account of the League in 'The

4
Commonwealth' 3, quotes no membership figures later than those

for 1909 and the practice of quoting membership figures in the
organ of the League ceases, which may well be an indication

40. Ibid. Hon. Treasurer's Report.
41. Ibid. Executive Committee Report.

42. Church Socialist Quarterly, January 1910, Secretary's Report.

Widdrington (Commonwealth, July 1927) indicates that a membership
list was published in November 1909, and gives the fiqure for London
branch membership.

43. Ibid.
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that increases, if any, were small and that the upward curve
of expansion had flattened out. Moreover, there are signs
that the membership figure included many whose attachment to
the League was merely nominal. In the election of the

Executive Committee by ballot in 1910 only 52% of the

electorate polled. Commenting on this fact the Editor of

the Church Socialist Quarterly remonstrated: "For some time
it has been felt that the energy of some branches has been
mainly conspicuous by its absence .... 'To rest is to rust’,

and we fear the corrosive process has progressed to an

advanced stage i1n many places."44 As we have seen branches

varied enormously in size and vigour. Several small sickly
C.S.L. branches survived only briefly: some fourteen branches,
eleven of them in the North, whose foundation or activities

are recorded in 1908 and 1909 seem to have left, in the League's
annals, no trace of their existence thereafter. Branches came

and went: roughly a quarter of the branches recorded in 1912
seem not to have existed in 1909. There were, however,

indications that it was becoming more difficult to establish
new branches. In October 1910, perhaps in the first flush of

enthusiasm, the newly appointed full-time salaried Organiser

(surely a sign of vitality in the society) listed twenty towns

where branches should shortly be founded: in the event only

six branches were established, and of these, two lasted less

than three years, another was not founded until three years
later whilst a fourth was inaugurated nine years after 1its

predicted arrival!?® at Letchworth in 1913, from the distri-

bution of two thousand letters and notices and a well attended
public meeting there was gleaned a membership of only nine to

found a branch there.46 Confident hopes that branches would
be established at Middlesbrough and Southampton as a result

of vigorous Church Socialist activity at the Church Congresses
of 1912 and 1913 were not fulfilled.47 On the other hand

44. Church Socialist Quarterly, July 1910. Editorial
45. Ibid. October 1910, Editorial notes.

46. Church Socialist, March 1913, League Notes.

47. Ibid. December 1912, League Notes; November 1913, The C.S.L. at
the Church Congress. .
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Branch ﬁeports in the Church Socialist reveal many signs of
great vitality and progress, particularly in London, where
before the end of 1913, the branch had twenty groups.48 The
situation across the country was decidedly uneven but, over
all, when gains and losses were taken into account, the total
membership probably shbwed little change. In 1912 some twelve
hundred signatures were obtained by the branches to a
'Remonstrance' drawn up by the League49, but this figure

can give only an extremely rough indication of the League's
strength since many non-members may have signed it and,
equally, many members may have failed to do so. 1In the
same year the League moved nearer to reality in statistics
of membership: a report from the Organising Secretary to
the Annual Conference_stated_that a revision of membership

L T ———

lists in most of the branches had reduced the membership of

the League, but it was obviously a more genuine figure than

in former years. The picture he presented was of a slimmer

but fitter League: there was more energy and more activity.
"On the whole", he averred, "the League was altogether in a/////

healthier state than last year".50 In the December 1912
issue of the Church Socialist, he was able to announce, "We

are growlng in numbers and more work is being done than ever

before". However, he gave no statistics, which was perhaps
a sign that such growth was relatively modest. The number of

branches active in the two or three vears preceding the First
World War suggests a fairly stable state.

The elections at the 1912 Annual Conference gave further
demonstration of a trend which had become evident in 1909,

the southwards movement of the centre of gravity of the League.
The London Labour M.P., George Lansbhury, was elected Chdirman,
and of the other elected officers the Vice-Chairman and The

Hon. Treasurer were Midlands based, whilst the Hon. General

Secretary came from London.">? The composition of the new

48. Ibid. November 1913.

49. Ibid. June 1912, Report of Annual Conference.
50. Ibid.

>1. Ibid., December 1912, Some Church Socialists and their views:

X
The Revd. C. Stuart Smith.

52. There were now only four elected officers, there being one salaried
Organiser instead of up to two honorary ones.
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Executive Committee revealed even more starkly the dominance

of London. Much of the previous annual conference had been
given over to constitutional matters: the Executive Committee’'s
structure now ensured that there was representation for each
region of the country but, at the same time, account had to be
taken of the actuél geographical distribution of members. In
the event, of the twelve seats, the South West, North West and
North East each had one and the Midlands two, whilst the South
East occupied the remaining seven. Even more telling of the
North's fading fortunes was the surprising fact that the
representative for the North East was a Midlands incumbent,
Wwiddrington, Vicar of St. Peter's, Coventry!53 Significantly,
too, by 1912, the Northern based periodical, successilvely known
as 'The Optimist' and 'The Church Socialist Quarterly', had

given way to the London based 'Church Socialist'.

In this review of the course by which the C.S.L.
established itself as an institution two features, then,
stand out: firstly we find a phase of rapid growth
followed by a relatively static period, and, secondly, there
is a shift in the League's centre of gravity from the North
to the Midlands and the South East. Given the small member-
ship of the League - a probable maximum of some twelve
hundred scattered over the country - and its association
with two large and complex forces in the Church of England

and the Labour movement, it is difficult to advance
explanations of these two features with any degree of
certainty, but some clues do emerge. As we have seen, the
Labour electoral successes in 1906 generated much enthusiasm,

even euphoria, and it would be reasonable to expect this

 feeling to find expression in the fortunes of organisations
within the Labour nmovenent. WwWe £ind that the I.L.P. grew

rapidly between 1906 and 1909, from 375 branches to Over 900.54

53. Church Socialist, June 1912, Report of Annual Conference. The North
East was better represented at the end of its life when one of its

pioneers, Revd. T.C. Gobat of Darlington, was a member of the Executive,
and subsequently Chairman, and there was also a lay member from
Hartlepool. (C.S.L. Executive Committee Minutes, 1922 - Stacy papers,
University of Leeds). Widdrington, incidentally, provides a personal
reflection of this trend in his sequence of moves from Newcastle, to

Lancashire, to Coventry and finally to Essex (Crockford's Clerica
Directory, 1923). T

54, The Reformers' Year Book, 1909, p.152, entry on 'The Independent
Labour Party'.
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Similarly the Fabian Society, much more comparable in size,

if not in flavour, to the C.S.L., showed a three-fold increase
in the period 1906-10, when it expanded to forty-six provincial
branches.55 It would seem then that the C.S.L's rapidly rising
membership at this time was part of a more general surge of
interest in and commitment to the Labour movement and its
associated organisations and in this atmosphere it would be
natural for those who were both Churchmen and Socialists to
join the Church Socialist League. After all, as we gawiin
Part I of this study, the League itself owed its inception
largely to these particular circumstances. 1In addition, the

League had the advantage of the initial burst of energy

and enterprise characteristic of a new oréanisation: allied
with this force was the dynamic of a religious commitment to
motivate the membership and give the League a sense of mission,
even, in its more exhilarated moments, of destiny. Moreover
in Conrad Noel the League possessed an officer able to act
as an effective catalyst to t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>