Text S3

Historically, accounts of relations between language and culture have been idiographic in nature, focusing on the histories of specific languages (12). The present work is nomothetic in its approach. We recognize that there are languages that violate each of the specific claims we make. An understanding of the “exceptions” can only be achieved by augmenting the present approach with idiographic studies of specific languages. The conclusions of the statistical analyses do not depend on the correctness of the theoretical framing, based on work that is considered somewhat controversial (12, 21, 7, 24, 42, 5, 2). We offer the Linguistic Niche Hypothesis as a hypothesis in wait for direct empirical tests.

