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Sioux City Journal

OUR OPINION

WE MUST STOP BULLYING.

IT STARTS HERE.

IT STARTS NOW.

‘siouland lost a young life to a senseless, shame~
ful tragedy last week. By all accounts, Kenneth Wei-
shuhn was a kind-hearted, fun-loving teenage boy, al-

bullied in any given year since the state passed its an-
ti-bullying law in 2007 That statistic belies the actual
depth of this problen, and in response the lowa Depart-
‘ment of Education will implement a more comprehen-

ways looking to make others smile. But when the South
8

the harassment and bullying began. It didn'tlet up until
he took his own lfe.

‘Sadly, Kenneth's story is far from nigue. Boys and
girls across lowa and beyond are targeted every day. In
this case sexual orientation appears to have playedarole,

N

dy,

200-13
schoolyear.

But as Gausman and Nate Monson, director of Iowa
Safe Schools,are quick to remind us, thisis more than a
school problem. If we want to eradicate bullying in our
‘communit, we can't rely on schools alone.

sense can be made of these actions.

Now our community and region must face this stark
reality: We are ll to blame. We have not done enough.
Not nearly enough.

Waitt Insti-
tate for Violence Prevention and national efforts ke the
one described at stopbullying.gov. Bullying takes many
forms, some of them - Internet, Facebook, cll phone -
more subtle than others. Parents should monitor the cell

iblic and

“This is not Kids hool, ¥ u
one town, one county Rather, it
; one that has d

deep-seated toots. Until now, it has been too diffcult,
inconvenient - maybe ever painful - to address. But we.
can't keep looking away

In Kenneth's case, the warnings were everywhere.
‘We saw it happen in other communities, now it bas hit
‘home. Undoubtedly it wasn'tthe irst lfe lost o bullying
here, but we can strive to makeit the lat,

in our homes. We need to educate ourselves and ofhers.
Some in our community will say bullying is simply
apart of ife If no one is physically hurt, they will say,
what's the big deal? It just boys being boys and girls
being girls.
‘Those people are wrong, and they must be shouted
dow

Iy p inour words
fanEast i that

on Friday. We urge everyane to see it. At its core, it s life must be ever mindfl of the words we choose, espe-

a o Despite  cally a@ have de

wemust not

‘much work to be done in Sioux City schools.
Superintendent Paul Gausman is absolutely correct
when he says it takes all of us to solve the problem.”

beafmidto act,

How many times have each of us witnessed an act of
bullying and said little or nothing? After all it wasn't
oures teacher or

bullying.

should step in. If our kid wasnt involved, we figured, it's

Nices. Clear

its approach.

it?1tshould e evident that i simply not the case.
South O'Erien fsa'tthe only school that needs help. &
Journal Des

responsibility. Our mandate.
If we're honest with ourselves, we will acknowledge

todoso
4. And

reported less than 2 percent of their students had b

To mark Sexual Assault Awareness Month,
an editorial opinion from

he Daily Tar Heel

dailytarheel.com

RAPE
ISA
VIOLEN
CRIME.

AT UNC AND COLLEGES ACROSS THE COUNTRY,
IT IS TREATED AS AN INFRACTION.

Something so fundamentally wrong demands a principled solution.
This means undertaking a complete overhaul of the way the University deals with cases of rape. And it
‘means forgetting for a moment the pwhlemanc mqmmmcms of federal guidelines, and instead creating
a system that realizes the University’s responsibility to protect its students. A culture of false justice lies
at the heart of a broken system, and should be replaced with a focus on:

nlume 121, sve20 Monday, el 1,2013

1. Support for survivors;
2. Education for all students on the consequences of rape;
3. Deference in the pursuit of justice to trained law enforcement.

proprise ol nthe afermath of incidents of s evdenee

Sue resolution? Proponents of this approich, fn
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Bt whatever its many shortcomings the  Universitysplce o suggest it can sytemati-

‘with sexualasault compliant with Tk X of 3
he i o ffeoral v, and the  caly provide ustic for victms of rap:  system.
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What drives

VIEWPOINTS

a church

to dismiss a gay man?

Jason Thomas says he had to quit
Watermark’s 12-step program to overcome
homosexuality ‘struggles’ for his own safety

Todd Wagner: The aim of
“loving correction’is to restore a
person’ relationship with Christ
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BOOK banning is akin to book burning,
of Hitler’s Germany. It assumes
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various forms — ban under the Customs Act,
1962, to prevent its import into the country;
under the Criminal Procedure Code, 1973;
the extraegal fiat by state officials to pub-
lishers and booksellers to suppress its circu-
lation; mob violence that vandalises authors’
‘homes or publishers’ offices.

new form of book banning has emerged,
targeting the foreign author. Not long ago,
one of the most distinguished scholars on
Hinduism, Wendy Doniger, had to bear the
‘Drunt of the RSS-BJP brigade’s onslaught on
her work, The Hindus. More recently, it was
the turn of the eminent Indologist and
Sanskrit scholar Audrey Truschke for her
book, Aurangzeb.

Such a balanced work was long overdue,
but the charge against her was that she was
trying to “rehabilitate Aurangzeb” and
“whitewash his sins”. Scheduled to give a
talk, entitled “Unpopular stories: narrating
the Indo-Tslamic past and navigating present-
day prejudices”, in Hyderabad in August, the
organiser could not find a venue in that large
city known for its rich cultural past. On two
occasions, a venue was fixed, only to be can-
celled a few days after booking, First it wa
seheduled to be held a the Art Gallery: Then
the B.M. Birla Science Centre was fixed at the
venue, only for it to revoke permission. The
venue owners likely backed out due to pres-
sure from groups like Bajrang Dal.

The director of the B.M. Birla Science
Centre, B.G. Siddharth, told the

== Banning books

world wherever Mughal history s taught.

interview with the author in The
Telegraph (India), Upala Sen swrites: “Trus.
chke states that the period of Aurangzeb’s
reign was very well documented. Aurangzeb
and his expansionist thirst, Aurangzeb as a
pious Muslim, Aurangzeb the able adminis-
trator under whose reign the number of
Hindus in the bureaucracy increased,
Aurangzeb who protected temples and also
destroged them, Aurangzeb who loved music
and mangoe

B, Tousahie says, %A major pois of that
Ischalacship] was to make the British look

better. ... The villainisation of Aurangzeb,
projecting him to be this Islamic bigot, is bad
history but it is a good storyline if you are
trying to achieve Hindu rashtra.”

“This new form of intolerance reflects the
political and religious intolerance which the
RSS has spread over the last two decades. In
January 2004, the Bhandakar Oriental
Research Institute in Pune was vandalised
by the Shiv Sena and other groups and a

A new form | was subjected to

i | harassment by the
Df CensorShlp mob. The M:hzm.
has emerged, | shtra government
. 5 prosecuted  the
targeting the | American  Indolo-
foreign James Laine

author.

press, “We have received a request for the
auditorium to hold the talk but we politely
declined. Further, we understand that the
speech would attack some gods of India.
Such controversial talks should have prior
police permisslons. Since they dom't have
s denied.” The convenor
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e the changes demandod by th et lower- it can hange. The Dear Colleague” leter s treatment of sesual vioence — forthervietims i, L

i . i g

, ut better acom- Hobrews 37 and

e desptehechange o Unveriv’s s e miion. willbeheld oot

Relicving urscvesofthe expctaton of

For exampe, the

c deok s i,
Onechid of
ot Univesiy
y They
i indeed ;
“Desr ollegrc”
e fecer, ;
™ i ather than
i punih,
il
Toom o eror g it cah ot comp
o argcle
byciucaing.  change
han -
nshor, e Universty illng ol crime
e e sk ot ot o mere Ry v

Gecidediogebuck egethera

coconagement. Th
aarisasacred st

that,
of Bajrang Dal, Kalaish Sagjan, said, “We o
not know if her considerations are authentic,
and considering her track record of being
critical of Hinduism, we oppose her talk.”
The RSS set up the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
in 1964 to capture the Babri Masjid. It, in
tum, set up the Bajcang Dal ssts spesr arm

rebelion N
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nefarious ends by violence.
Dimial of permiteion for the T reRéces
poorly on the political system. It installs the
police as censors, which is bad enough, and
bans a speech before it is delivered.
Truschke said that the organisers had
been informed by the Hyderabad police of
several letters protesting her appearance,
the only letter she saw was written by an
individual who claimed connections to the
RSS and BJP. She described it as a “sad day
for the pursuit of knowledge and academic
freedom”. Descriptions of her work suggest
thatit deserves a wide readership around the

of the central government
asserted a nghl tohold up a book at Customs
because, in his weighty opinion, “It has
incorrect facts on Sardar Patel”. Dalvir
Singh, the commissioner of Aircargo in New
Delhi, was referring to The British Raj in
Indiawritten by two scholars of excellent cre-
dentials — civil servant during the Raj,
Pakistani diplomat and professor, Samuel M.
Burke, and Salim ALDin Quraishi of the
British Library.

Libraries are full of books that contain
“incorrect facts’ on Gandhi, Nehru, Patel and
Azad. Will the government try to ‘weed”
them out?

All this violates a fundamental right of
the Indian citizen — the right to know. The
Customs Act provides no judicial tribunal to

adjudi n the ban. Section 95 of the

Criminal Procedure Code provides that a
ban by a state government can be chal-
lenged before a three-judge bench of the
high court. This remedy must be extended to
all bans — official, police and ones on film.

The writer is an author and a lawyer based in
Mumbai.
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News Reports vs Editorials

Reports

Who? What? When?
Where? Why? How?

Details

Importance

General &
Background
Information

Goal: Inform
Style: Objective
Layout: Inverted Pyramid
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This Paper

Research Question:
What is a high-quality summary of an editorial ?
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What is a high-quality summary of an editorial ?

Hypothesis:

It preserves the core message and the most persuasive segments; it is structurally similar to the editorial
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It preserves the core message and the most persuasive segments; it is structurally similar to the editorial

Approach:
Define a high-quality summary; operationalize the annotation and evaluation of summaries
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This Paper

Research Question:
What is a high-quality summary of an editorial ?

Hypothesis:
It preserves the core message and the most persuasive segments; it is structurally similar to the editorial

Approach:
Define a high-quality summary; operationalize the annotation and evaluation of summaries

Contributions:
1.  Aunified scheme for annotation and evaluation of editorial summaries

2. Webis-EditorialSum-2020 Corpus containing 1330 summaries for 266 news editorials

3. Detailed analyses w.r.t summary structure, summary quality and its argumentation
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Anatomy of an Editorial

mmmm Argumentative Discourse Units
]
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Anatomy of an Editorial

mmmm Argumentative Discourse Units
]

]
A — Argumentative Structure
A me——— Thesis
A E—— A Justification
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Anatomy of an Editorial

mmmm Argumentative Discourse Units
]

—
A —— Argumentative Structure
A TEEe—— Thesis
: A Justification
A meeee——
A eeee——— .
Evidence Types
: ® Anecdote
A eeess—— ® Assumption
Common-Ground
@ Statistic
Testimony
A News Editorial Corpus for Mining Argumentation Strategies [Al-Khatib et al., 2016] 17
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Evidence Types

Type Example

Anecdote We were in-between lessons during our first class, when we
suddenly heard the sound of shooting.
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Evidence Types

Type Example

Anecdote We were in-between lessons during our first class, when we
suddenly heard the sound of shooting.

Assumption Many have simply lost faith in global climate negotiation summits
such as COP 20 starting in Lima, Peru, today.
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Evidence Types
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suddenly heard the sound of shooting.

Assumption Many have simply lost faith in global climate negotiation summits
such as COP 20 starting in Lima, Peru, today.

Common-Ground  Politicians are meant to act in the interests of their people.

Statistic In the early 1900s, Argentina ranked among the world’s top 10 in per
capita income.
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Evidence Types

Type Example

Anecdote We were in-between lessons during our first class, when we
suddenly heard the sound of shooting.

Assumption Many have simply lost faith in global climate negotiation summits
such as COP 20 starting in Lima, Peru, today.

Common-Ground  Politicians are meant to act in the interests of their people.

Statistic In the early 1900s, Argentina ranked among the world’s top 10 in per
capita income.

Testimony “I saw my brother drown in front of my eyes,” said Hamid.
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Summarizing an Editorial

Editorial

Thesis A Justification
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Summarizing an Editorial

Summary

[  Summary should preserve the thesis

— and the most persuasive segments
(presuming extractive summarization)

Thesis A Justification

News Editorials: Towards Summarizing Long Areumentative Texts ©Shahbaz Syed



Summarizing an Editorial

Summary
J
—
A mems—— O

Thesis A Justification

Summary should preserve the thesis

and the most persuasive segments
(presuming extractive summarization)

A concrete definition of a high-quality
summary is lacking
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Summarizing an Editorial

Summary
d
N
A mems—— Q
A mseee———
A w——
d

Thesis A Justification

Summary should preserve the thesis

and the most persuasive segments
(presuming extractive summarization)

A concrete definition of a high-quality
summary is lacking

Scholarship on argument quality

assessment provides the foundation
[Wachsmuth et al., 2017a, 2017b]

Computational Argumentation Quality Assessment in Natural Language [Wachsmuth et al., 2017a]

Argumentation Quality Assessment: Theory vs. Practice [Wachsmuth et al., 2017b]

26
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Quality Dimensions

1. Thesis-indicativeness
Summary explicitly contains the thesis or indicate its
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1. Thesis-indicativeness
Summary explicitly contains the thesis or indicate its

2. Persuasiveness
Summary aims to persuade the target audience of its thesis

3. Reasonableness
Summary helps to reach the thesis and rebut plausible counter-arguments to it

4. Conciseness
Summary is shorter than the editorial and avoid superfluous details
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Quality Dimensions

1. Thesis-indicativeness
Summary explicitly contains the thesis or indicate its

2. Persuasiveness
Summary aims to persuade the target audience of its thesis

3. Reasonableness
Summary helps to reach the thesis and rebut plausible counter-arguments to it

4. Conciseness
Summary is shorter than the editorial and avoid superfluous details

5. Self-containedness
Summary is comprehensible without referring to additional resources

News Editorials: Towards Summarizing Long Argumentative Texts ©Shahbaz Syed



Summary Creation

Editorial
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Summary Creation

Editorial Summaries

> >

(43
> > > >

> > b

Thesis A Justification
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Summary Creation

Editorial Summaries
d  Webis-Editorials-16 Corpus of 300 editorials
. R (each labeled with evidence types) as our data
— : ‘ source [Al-Khatib et al. 2016]
.| . :
d  Excluded short editorials resulting in 266
.|
s editorials; summary length is fixed to 20%
| 3
—— A 5 d  Each editorial was annotated by five workers with
——— . : labels A Thesis A Justification
d  Each summary can have up to two thesis
| a
S . segments
Thesis A Justification
A News Editorial Corpus for Mining Argumentation Strategies [Al-Khatib et al., 2016] 34
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Summary Evaluation

d  Quality dimensions
Thesis-indicativeness, Persuasiveness, Reasonableness, Self-containedness
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A Each summary is evaluated by three workers; on a 4-point Likert scale
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d  Quality dimensions
Thesis-indicativeness, Persuasiveness, Reasonableness, Self-containedness

A Each summary is evaluated by three workers; on a 4-point Likert scale

A Only the title of the editorial is shown alongside each summary
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Summary Evaluation

d  Quality dimensions
Thesis-indicativeness, Persuasiveness, Reasonableness, Self-containedness

A Each summary is evaluated by three workers; on a 4-point Likert scale

A Only the title of the editorial is shown alongside each summary

A Ahigh-quality summary has at least three dimensions (according to majority vote)
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Key Findings

ad  73.2% A Thesis are from the LEAD while 67.6% of A Justification are from the BODY
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| FAD (28.3%), msss= BODY (60.6%), === CONCLUSION (11.1%)
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Key Findings

ad  73.2% A Thesis are from the LEAD while 67.6% of A Justification are from the BODY

A Summaries adhere to the three-part layout of editorials
| FAD (28.3%), msss= BODY (60.6%), === CONCLUSION (11.1%)

A High-quality summaries have more third-party evidence (Statistic and Testimony)
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Key Findings

ad  73.2% A Thesis are from the LEAD while 67.6% of A Justification are from the BODY

A Summaries adhere to the three-part layout of editorials
| FAD (28.3%), msss= BODY (60.6%), === CONCLUSION (11.1%)

A High-quality summaries have more third-party evidence (Statistic and Testimony)

d  Reasonableness is significantly correlated with Persuasiveness and Self-Containedness
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Example

2015: Beyond Obama, new Congress, we need a revival of the American spirit. [Fox News, 2015]

High-quality summary

A Pew Research Center study confirms one trend that has been obvious over several years. The "typical"
American family is no longer typical. Just 46 percent of American children now live in homes with their married,
heterosexual parents. Five percent have no parents at home. They most likely are living with grandparents, says
the study. A major contributor to this trend has been the assault on marriage and other institutions by the Baby
Boom generation. It was that generation that promoted cohabitation, no-fault divorce, hatred of the police(they
called them "pigs" then, too) and disdain for the military and America, spawned not just by the Vietham War but a
life of relative ease unknown to their parents.

Thesis-indicativeness Persuasiveness Reasonableness Self-containedness

Majority X V V V
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Example

2015: Beyond Obama, new Congress, we need a revival of the American spirit. [Fox News, 2015]

Low-quality summary

the stock market is at record highs. A Pew Research Center study confirms one trend that has been obvious over
several years. In the film, "Girl Interrupted," Winona Ryder plays an 18-year-old who enters a mental institution for
what is diagnosed as borderline personality disorder. These startling figures about the decline of the American
family contrast with the year 1960. It was that generation that promoted cohabitation, no-fault divorce, hatred of
the police(they called them "pigs" then, too) and disdain for the military and America, spawned not just by the
Vietnam War but a life of relative ease unknown to their parents. Since the elimination of the draft, young people
are no longer expected to serve in the military and so most of them pursue whatever goals they wish with no
expectation they should give something back to their country. All empires begin, writes Glubb, with the age of
pioneers, followed by ages of conquest, commerce, affluence, intellect and decadence.

Thesis-indicativeness Persuasiveness Reasonableness Self-containedness

Majority X X X X
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Webis-EditorialSum-2020 Corpus containing 1330 summaries for 266 editorials
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Conclusion

Contributions

A Aunified scheme for annotating and evaluating summaries of editorials

1 Webis-EditorialSum-2020 Corpus containing 1330 summaries for 266 editorials

A Detailed analyses of summary structure, evidence types and summary quality
Discussion

A Summaries are extractive in nature

A Larger corpora following our annotation scheme are required for training end-to-end models

Resources

webis.de/data/webis-editorialsum-20 github.com/webis-de/coling-20
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