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Saturday November 30 2024
Samurai Sudoku No 952 — Medium
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digits 1 to 9 must
appear once only .,_,.-"'

Put one letter in each cell so that each word on
the right can be spelt out by moving from cell
to cell without using diagonal moves. You can
use a cell more than once in a word (including

in each 3x3 box
and in each line
of nine consecu-
tive cells. How-

ever, since the backtracking into a cell you've just used), but
puzzle is three- double letters (eg, the LL in ALL) must use two
dimensional, the adjacent cells. The words start in the coloured
lines may be cells and the vowels are shown by asterisks.
straight or bent

around angles.
Follow each line’s
direction in
search of clues.




MindGames

Sudoku No 15428 — Fiendish KenKen No 6378 — Medium
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© 2010 KENKEN PUZZLE & TM NEXTOY. DIST. BY UFS, INC. WWW.KENKEN.COM

All the digits 1 to 6 must appear in every row and column.

How to solve Sudoku. Fill the grid so that every column, In each thick-line “block”, the target number in the top
every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 left-hand corner is calculated from the digits in all the cells
in the block, using the operation indicated by the symbol.

Stuck on KenKen, Killer or Sudoku?

Call 0901 293 6263 before midnight to receive four clues
for any of today’s puzzles. Calls cost £1 plus your
telephone company’s network access charge.

SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Cryptic Quintagram® | Word Watch

Killer No 9811 — Deadly Solve all five cryptic clues using David Parfitt
T e P i S (T each letter underneath once only .
5 i i ' 15 training with the French (4) Saxatile

a. Rock-dwelling
- - — b. Hexagonal

2 5 confused and untidy, do we hear? | € Salty

)

Carceral
_____ a. Made of charcoal
3 5 is one laying track? (5) b. A wild feline mammal
c. Pertaining to prisons

45 on a drama broadcast (8) Reg
a. A monarch’s sword

———————— b. A salmon’s spawning
5 Player smashed floor with table (10) | greq

c. A stony desert

A|/A|A|A|B|D|E|E Sawder

a. Riotous behaviour
E|E|E|F|H]|I L|L A

b. Wood chippings
LIMM|N|N|O|O|O c. Flattery
PIR|R|R|S|S|T]|Y

Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every
3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9. Each set of cells
joined by dotted lines must add up to the target
number in its top-left corner. Within each set of cells
joined by dotted lines, a digit cannot be repeated.

For solutions to KenKen, Sudoku & Killer see
Times2 on Monday
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Scrabble® Paul Gallen

Despite having won multiple
English-language Scrabble world
championships, the world No 1
Nigel Richards is often remem-
bered primarily for his victories
in the French equivalents in 2015
and 2018. As reported in my
column of October 19, Richards
entered the 2024 Spanish World
Scrabble Championship in a bid
to win another world title in a
different language.

The event concluded earlier
this month, and Richards did not
disappoint as he won the cham-
pionship with three rounds to
spare. Incredibly, Richards only
lost one game across the 24-game
event. Following this victory, the
New Zealander has now achieved
the unprecedented feat of having
won Scrabble world champion-
ships in three different languages.

So how can Richards, who
cannot speak French or Span-
ish, win world championships
against native speakers? Richards
is not particularly interested in
the meanings of the words and
will instead learn those that are
mathematically most likely to ap-
pear in Scrabble regardless of the
language. He has also acquired
over 30 years of experience hon-
ing his Scrabble strategy, and the
key principles are very similar
across languages.

Richards won the French
and Spanish championships at

his first attempt, but it took him
much longer to win his first Eng-
lish edition. He finally achieved
this in 2007 and followed up in
2011 with a second title, defeating
Andrew Fisher of Australia in the
final. Here are two positions from
that 2011 final.

Can you find Richardss 72-
point bonus word from the third
game, declaring the blank as D,
using the following rack and the
main board diagram underneath

the column?
(AJEJ 1] oJR]s]_]

The final went to a decider.
Richards’s deployment of a bonus
on the board extract below led
to victory. Can you find his play
using the following rack?

(AJGINJR]RIs)T]

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1011 12 13 14

A 2L D, 2L

B [o) PJOJTJAJE,

C Jaw 1INJ|TJAIR| 2w

p[VJU]G] K, 2w

E UJ|NJ|C]|O|PJE]S)

FIDJAJV]Y | ‘

Gla 2L |NJE, 2L

H 2L EJT 2L

1l2n 2 Y, 2L

J BN

K 2w E) 2w

L 0/0,1,D) 2w

M HJO]H, 2L 2L 2w

N ! w

Definition

QINTAR an Albanian monetary
unit

Collins Official Scrabble Words is the word authority used.
Word positions use the grid reference plus (a)cross or (d)own.

double letter triple letter double word triple word
E [ E

square (dl) square (tl)

1 .2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

square (dw) square (tw)

11 12 13 14 15 Letter

A 2 2 values

B T 2 1 point:

c 0) 2w (O, P2t 2 w
Dfa (L, R, A, 2L 2w 2| [LNR)S)T)
: Al 124D, 2 2 points:

F R, OJiDJD, U, o))

G Ja AJY]2(S]2|N, O] W] E] 3..t .
HLKJEJF] IR N] [FJUJR]1JE[S) 2Poms:

| V|2 0, 2 |0 2 | A, oL .
B G, T] [N, F | 4roints:

K c]HIEJA]T]TIN]G]
Lpz EJA Y, E| |aw

M aw| IS, 2L 2L | D

N 2w L,

o W) I INJC|E|R, 2L

SCRABBLE® is a registered trademark of J. W. Spear & Sons Ltd ©Mattel 2024

Chess David Howell

Appetiser

On the eve of the Ding Liren ver-
sus Gukesh World Champion-
ship match, Magnus Carlsen and
Fabiano Caruana travelled to
Singapore for two games of Free-
style chess. While the entertain-
ment value was high, this warm-
up act was also a tacit reminder
that the FIDE title bout would be
missing the world’s top two
ranked players.

The Carlsen and Caruana
clash was organised by the Ger-
man entrepreneur Jan-Henric
Buettner as an advertisement for
his upcoming 2025 Freestyle
Chess Grand Slam Tour. Amid
media razzmatazz, the two rivals
appeared in a James Bond-style
photoshoot, playing chess shirt-
less in the iconic Marina Bay
Sands infinity pool and later in an
exclusive underground vault
housing some of the world’s most
expensive art.

Carlsen has wholeheartedly
embraced Freestyle chess, also
known as Fischer Random or
Chess 960. The shuffling of pie-
ces on each side’s back rank
quickly leads to unique positions
that bypass modern opening
preparation and emphasise a
player’s creativity.

Thefirst game featured Carlsen
at his most ambitious, taking sig-
nificant risks to win in daredevil
style. He then hung on tenacious-
ly to draw a difficult endgame in
the second encounter to clinch
the match by a score of 1.5 to 0.5.

Game lillustrated the defining
challenge of Freestyle Chess:
how to create order in a seeming-
ly chaotic universe.

White: Magnus Carlsen
Black: Fabiano Caruana
Freestyle Exhibition Match,
Singapore 2024

Start position 87

a b ¢c de f g h
Among the peculiarities of this
initial position, both sides begin
with clumsy knights in the cor-
ner. 1 f4 Opening a diagonal for
the queen and already creating a
threat against the a7-pawn.
1...Nb6 2 Nc3 f5 3 Nb3 Nab 4 d3
¢6 5 Be3 Carlsen remains con-
sistent, this time hitting b6. Ca-
ruana responds energetically in
wing gambit style. 5...g5 6 fxg5 e5
7 g4 Classic Carlsen, aiming for a
recognisable pattern where he
gains control over the light
squares. 7...f4 8 axb6 9 Qxb6 9
Qxg5 10 Nab Carlsen later con-
fessed he “loved the sheer stupid-
ity of just grabbing the pawn on
b7”. 10...0-O Castling can be
confusing in Freestyle Chess, but
essentially the pieces end up on
the same squares as in traditional
chess. In this case, the black king
lands on g8 while the f8-rook
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stays where it is. 11 Be4 Qh4+ De-
priving the opponent of castling
rights looks logical, but in fact the
white king feels perfectly com-
fortable. 12 Kd2 Qe7 13 Bf5 Nc¢5
14 Ne4 Neb6 If 14...Nxe4+ 15 dxe4
Carlsen would have achieved
everything he has been aiming
for, as the bishop is untouchable
on f5. 15 Bxe6+ Objectively a
slight misstep. 15 Nxb7 Bxb7 16
Qxb7 Rb8 17 Bxe6+ Qxeb 18 Qc7
transposes to the game while re-
ducing  Caruanas  options.
15...Qxe6 16 Nxb7 Bxb7 17 Qxb7
Rb8 Losing was 17...d5? due to 18
Qxh7+ Kxh7 19 Ng5+. However,
the patient 18...Bg7! would have
given Black the chance to strike
next with ..d5. 18 Qc7 Rxb2?
Opening the b-file proves disas-
trous. Activating the bishop with
18...Bf6 was better: 19 Nxf6+ Qxf6
20 Qxd7 e4 with counter-chan-
ces. 19 Rbl! Qxa2 Carlsen had
calculated that 19...Rxa2 20 Rb7
Qxg4 21 Qxd7 Qxd7 22 Rxd7
leaves White winning thanks to
his dominant knight and active
rooks. 20 Rxb2 Qxb2 21 Qxd7
Qb4+ 22 ¢3 Qb2+ 23 Kel Bg7 We
havereached a textbook example
of good knight against bad
bishop. White’s knight rules the
roost and supports a light-
squared bind. 23..Qcl+ 24 Kf2
Qe3+ 25 Kg2 Qxe2+26 Rf2 {3+ 27
Kg3 Bg7 28 Ngb also favoured
White. 24 Qe6+ Kh8 25 Rf3 Qcl+
26 Kf2 Qhl 27 Rh3 3 28 exf3
Rb8 29 g5! The definition of
calm. Room is made for the white
king’s elegant march up the
board. 29...Rb2+ 30 Kg3 Qgl+ 31
Kh4 Rb832Nd6 Black resigns It
is the black monarch that will
soon perish.

Winning Move

Black to play. Caruana-Carlsen,
Moscow 2013. White’s a-pawn is
on the brink of promotion. How
did Carlsen save the day?
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a b ¢ d e f g h

The first correct entry drawn on
Thursday wins The Times Mindset
Puzzles Book1and The Sunday Times
Teasers Book 2. Two runners-up
will receive abook prize. Answers
on apostcard to: The Times Win-
ning Move, PO Box 2164, Col-
chester, Essex CO2 8LJ, or email
to: winningmove@thetimes.co.uk.
Open to 18+, UK and ROI resi-
dents only. The answer will be
published next Saturday.
Solution to last week’s puzzle:
1 Rxd5! wins (not 1 Ke2? Be4+ 2
Kxd2 Rxa?!). 1...exd5 2 Ke2. The
h-pawn will serve as a decoy, for
example: 2...Kf6 3 Kxd2 Kg6 4
Kd3 Kh5 5 Kd4 Kh4 6 Kxd5

The winner is Steven Bush of
Edinburgh. The runners-up are
Reg Chaplin of Woodford Green,
Essex, and Gerhardt Ogbeide of
Smethwick, West Midlands.
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Every letter in this crossword-style grid is represented by a number from 1 to 26.
Each letter of the alphabet appears at least once. Use the letters already
provided to work out further letters. Enter letters in the main grid and the
smaller reference grid. Proper nouns are excluded.

Stuck on Codeword? To receive four random clues call 0901 293 6262 or text
TIMECODE to 64343. Calls cost £1 plus your telephone company’s network access
charge. Texts cost £1 plus your standard network charge. For the full solution call
0905 757 0142. Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network access
charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri, 9am-5.30pm).

times2 Crossword No 9702

Across
1 Subdivision of a diocese (6)
4 Country (6)
8 Risqué, suggestive (4)
9 Exhausted from working
too hard (5,3)
10 Office employee (9)
13 Fruit of the oak (5)
15 Pretend to have
(an injury, eg) (5)
16 Long narrow crest

of rock (5)
Solution to Crossword 9701
D NICIA[S[T H{I|S
Al T IOME] AU
N[O|T|EDIMRIOIUINIDIUIP
CHTHE IRIBE

[E B
[BIR[1IGIAD[T]EIR
RN MR

DENRBANREU
EIP[IIGIRIAMMBILIE[E[P
U EsE

18 Large stewing dish (9)

21 Plastic bag inserted into
a waste receptacle (3,5)

22 Spoken exam (4)

23 Thief (6)

24 Fast-swimming creature
related to swordfish (6)

Down
1 Meet an untimely end (6)
2 Used again (8)
3 Regularly repeated action
or behaviour (5)
5 Irritation (9)
6 Press clothes (4)
7 Concept, belief (6)
11 Working successfully (9)
12 Assumed name (5)
14 Site of an infamous
Wild West gunfight (1,1,6)
16 Elastic material (6)
17 Legendary magician (6)
19 Component of blood (5)
20 Rudely reject or
ignore (4)

Need help with today’s puzzle? Call 0905 757 0143 to check the answers.
Calls cost £1 per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge.
SP: Spoke, 0333 202 3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm).

Mindset by 700

1. Divide into threes. What shall we never do?
AND BALL BOND BOW CHESTER COMB DRUMLIN HAT
HUT IN KNOLL ROUND TOR VINE WAKE

2. An amateur bricklayer likes to place every layer of 2x1 bricks in a
2 wide wall in a different arrangement. For example, in a 4 long
wall he can place one layer of 4 lengthwise bricks, 2 lengthwise
followed by 2 crosswise, 1 crosswise followed by 2 lengthwise
followed by 1 crosswise, 2 crosswise followed by 2 lengthwise, or all
4 crosswise, for five possible layers. How many different layers can
he put in an 11 long wall?

3. Pair, pair, pair: CHESTER, DAR, FEN, ITERATE, KINGLY, PI,
WINDOWS, YARD

Literary Quiz
The Times Literary Desk

Women of substance

Who wrote these female-titled
books?

1 A Woman of Substance

2 The Woman in Black

3 Little Women

4 Girl, Woman, Other
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The Listener Crossword No 4844 S and T by Aedites

Senders of the fiI’S.t 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

three correct entries

drawn will receive o - -

Brewer’s Dictionary of

Phrase and Fable or may

choose from a selection |13 14

of other books (see

below). Send your entry [15 16

with contact details

completed to: Listener 17 18

Crossword 4844,

63 Green Lane, St

Albans, Hertfordshire 19 20 )21

AL3 6HE, to arrive by

December 12. 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30
31 32 33

34

Prize options and more |35 36

at listenercrossword.com

More information about 37 38

Chambers books can be

found at chambers.couk |39 40

Name

Address

Postcode Phone/email

Some clues consist of wordplay only. The Chambers Dictionary (2016) is the primary reference.

Across
1 Adult chases phoney songbird (5)
5 Trader buying tickets returns grasping
foreign currency (8)
10 Each family far off periodically (5)
11 (Cz);lreless fool pursues long straight shoot
7
13 Idiot is about to mention dropsy (7)
14 Children at orphanage exhibit this (6)
15 Metallic knocking noise not concerning
on the way back (9)
18 Sneers caused by something hackneyed
on board ship (6)
19 Adamites gambolling in natural space (8)
21 Maths instructors made immigrants
appear in leading places (4)
23 Scots afraid opening sparkling white wine
is so retrograde (11)
26 Verdis villain is awful, garrotting others
in the van (4)
27 Leafy hideaway in seaside promenade (8)
31 American mahogany genus being without
some limbs (6)
34 Chief information officer repeatedly
appending Japanese honorific (9)
35 Sequence of 12 blows while boxing (6)
36 Return one delicate ornamental prize
after base falls off (7)
37 Mussels produced by neat teenager with
defaced instrument (7)
38 Members of Ascot all given new
positions (5)
39 With no women featured, why notice
carved marble? (8)
40 Holds out corset (5)

Down
1 Decamped and got together without
resistance (6)
2 Some sigh as I dictate about pious Jews (7)
3 Japanese apprentices running amok around
island with spades (6)
4 In search of species etc, shortened net (8)
5 A service for Catholics a level above
Anglicans (6)
6 Ferries marsupials across river (5)
7 Junior officers know agencies for
steamships at the centre (7)
8 Frequently out for the entire night’s
openings (5)
9 Cord binds topless wellies for a child’s
foot (7)
12 Current increase concealed by young man
flashily dressed in Melbourne in the past (8)
16 Small buffalo upset a sheep in grass (7)
17 The French strangely agreed to be camped
in a circle (8)
20 Prisoners cheat winners out of gold (8)
22 Boiled magic duck egg (7)
24 Palm with convulsion flying about
uncommonly (7)
25 Childhood by way of fantasy (7)
28 Small aperture in ragged coleus (6)
29 Dismiss books, lacking English building for
pigeons further north (6)
30 At core, hotels denied cash for ribbons in
Chicago (6)
32 Uncommissioned soldier willing to
participate in an activity (5)
33 Constituent of Dubai olives in mayonnaise

©)

John Green is retiring from marking and record-keeping for the Listener Crossword and we are looking
for a successor to start in January 2025. Please contact marker@listenercrossword.com if interested.
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Jumbo crossword No 1704
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Name
Address

Across
1 Landlocked republic in West Africa
©)
4 Slow-moving mass of ice (7)
8 Living off other organisms (9)
13 Very many (9)
14 Fairly accurate estimate (13)
15 Consequence, result (7)
16 Kitchen skill (7)
17 Small settlement (7)
18 Promotion of oneself as important
(4-14)
21 Fine food shop (4)
23 Elgar's London-themed overture
)
25 Sound of rapid movement (6)
26 Serious; formal and dignified (6)
28 Varying according to circumstances
(12)
30 Easily seen; clear (10)
33 Qil used in paints (10)
34 Highly complicated and twisted
(12)
37 Mischievous child (6)
39 Deprive of feeling (6)

40 Twisted or bent out of normal shape
©

42 Energy and style (4)

43 Very nearby (4,5,3,6)

46 Display publicly (7)

47 Made up of parts that are the same
shape and are of smaller and smaller
sizes (7)

48 Emit rays or waves (7)

50 (In music) as loud as possible (13)

51 Rumour mill (9)

52 One-humped camel (9)

53 Be evidence of (7)

54 Sugary (5)

Down

1 Solution forming nitrites (7.4)

2 Apparition; faint trace (5)

3 Conflict in 1904-1905 (5-8,3)

4 Tuber with tonic properties (7)

5 Make a connection between; partner
)

6 As if perspiring with fear
(2145)

7 Act of subduing by force
(10)

8 Person authorised to act for another
&)
9 Change so as to appear new (8)
10 Paper fastener (6)
11 Native of, eg, Taipei (9)
12 Public toilet (11)
19 The Devil (7)
20 Archaic Russia (7)
22 Genuine, straightforward (6-2-8)
24 Oxford exams (6)
27 Underling (6)
29 Line touching a curve (7)
31 Benjamin —, composer (7)
32 Uncontrollably exuberant (12)
33 Like some clovers (5-6)
35 Public approval (11)
36 In a hazardous position (3,2,1,4)
38 Thing of superlative quality (9)
40 List of items for sale (9)
41 Set sail (323)
44 Designate for a particular purpose (7)
45 Perform a favour for (6)
47 Full of unnecessary detail or
decoration (5)
49 Moving quickly and easily (5)

Phone number
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Bridge Andrew Robson

I've played against Zia
Mahmood a lot recently. It’s
always a rollercoaster ride, and
frequently one or other of us
comes off and gets hurt.

In the World Bridge Tour
event last month, our set was
looking good. Although partner
Alex Allfrey and I had gone off
in a dubious slam (one of many
that went down that week), we
had just made a doubled game
on a misdefence, and 34 dou-
bled after a take-out double
was taken as penalties.

Zia and partner Zach
Grossack, both fiery charac-
ters by nature, were fuming.
This was the next board.

Dealer South N-S Vul

AAL0

v 10982

¢ A95

®*AJI5
ABT76 N |A52
viea W E|(¥Ks53
¢ 8432 S |e1076e
& KQ10 *87432

AKQJ943

v AQ7

¢ KQJ

*6

S(zia) W(Allfrey) N(Grossack) E(AR)

2&(1) Pass 24(2) Pass

3A(3) Pass 74(4) end
(1) Zia loves to upgrade. Theoretically,
a 2& opener shows 23 or more
points, with some leeway for shape.
(2) Waiting bid.
(3) Apparently, this showed an old-
fashioned Acol Two-type hand ie eight-
playing tricks; so not quite forcing.
(4) Grossack adds eight (tricks) to
his three, then adds one for his sec-
ondary values and one for Zia’s
declarer-play.

Allfrey led the king of clubs
— plan the play.

It’s a lousy grand slam and
there was predictable criticism
of Grossack’s dummy by Zia.
Play proceeded at a pace. At
trick two, declarer ruffed a
club (noting West’s ten). He
then crossed to the ace-ten of
spades and ruffed a third club,
bringing down West’s queen.

“It’s still not over,” said Zia.
“I need you to have the king of
hearts.” T ruefully showed him
the card — grand slam made.
[Zia would have drawn trumps,
crossed to the ace of dia-
monds, discarded his low heart
on the promoted jack of clubs,
then finessed the queen of
hearts.]

Zia and Grossack continued
to bicker — naturellement. |
smiled — there was no point
in blaming Lady Luck.

Later, at the airport, Allfrey
said something very interest-
ing. “Say I'd led a spade versus
that 7a.” Does declarer have
the entries to ruff out the
clubs?

He does, but he must guess.
Say declarer wins the ace of
spades and plays ace of clubs
and ruffs a club. West plays the
ten-then-quing (queen or
king) but West would (should)
also do that from %KQI10x(x).
Declarer crosses to the ten of
spades and is at the crossroads.
Does he play to ruff out West’s
%KQI0 trebleton, or play for
East to have both the king and
jack of hearts — and run the
ten (which he has to do right
then)? We'll never know.

Alex and I mused. “Quick,”
he said suddenly, “or we’ll miss
our flight” We almost did.

andrew.robson@thetimes.co.uk

Polygon Roger Phillips

Using the given letters no more than
once, make as many words as possible of
four or more letters, always including
the central letter. Capitalised words,
plurals, conjugated verbs (past tense
etc), adverbs ending in LY, comparatives
and superlatives are disallowed.

How you rate: 15 words average;

20, good; 26, very good; 32, excellent.

PUZZLER MEDIA

Cell Blocks 5269

7

(3,18 \V)
N

3

3

‘Divide the grid into square

or rectangular blocks, each
containing one digit only. Every
block must contain the number
of cells indicated by the digit
inside it.

Train

Tracks 1 6

1 5 5 8 4 6

No 2413

Lay tracks to

enable the aaaal,
train to travel
from village

A to village
B. The

numbers
indicate how
many

sections of
track go in
each row and

column.
There are

only straight
sections and
curved

H a0 o A~ 00N O

sections. The
track cannot
cross itself.

Solution
on Monday

Solutions

Solution to last week’s Samurai Sudoku

5/9(3|2|4|1]|8|7|6 3/19/6]18/2]4[7/1|5
1/7]12]6/3|8]5/9|4 2|7|5]3|1|9]|6/4|8
64815971321 1/4/8]7/6/5]2/3|9
316(7]1/8]|2[9/4|5 6/3/4]19/7]|1[8|5|2
8/1/9]4/7|5|6/3|2 912715/4/8[3\6]1
2/5/413|6]|9]1/8]|7 8/5/116/3|2[9/74
918|5]|7/114(2/6(3]|5/1/4[7/8/9]|1/5/6[{4/2|3
4/3|1[9(2|6]7|5(8]|9/6/2[4|1/3|2|8|7]|5|/9|6
712|6]18/5|3[4/1/9]|7/3|8[5/6/2|4/9/3[1/8]7
317|6]2/9|5[1/4|8
819(5|1/4|7[3/2|6
1/21416/8/3]19/5|7
9/1/8]7/6|4|5/3|2]|4/7|6(8/9/1]4/2|6[3|5|7
2|/6/5|1|3|8]9/4|7]|8|2|1]|6(3|5|1|9|7]|2]4|8
713|4]12/9/516/8/1[13/5/9]2/7(4]15/3/8]6/91
6/5(2]13/4|7[1/9|8 715/8]6/4]1[9/3|2
314|9(6/8[1]7]2|5 3/1/2|9/8/5]4|7|6
1/8(7]19/5|2]4/6|3 914/6]13/7/2[1/8]5
817(114/2|9[3|5|6 4/2|718|6|9]|5(1|3
4/2]3]5|1|6]8(7|9 5/6(3]|7/1]4[8/2|9
5/9/6]18]7[3[2|1]|4 1/819]2|5|3]7]6]4

Our five-grid Sudoku will test your
powers of logic and deduction.

Fill each grid so that every col-
umn, every row and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1to 9. Where
the puzzles overlap, the rows and
columns do not go beyond their
usual length. The interlocking
nature of the grid gives you more
clues — and more complexity.

Remember — don't try to solve
each Sudoku grid in turn; the puz-
zle has to be tackled as a whole.

Stuck? Call 0901 293 6263 to
receive four clues for today’s
Samurai Sudoku. Calls cost £1 plus
your telephone company’s network
access charge. SP: Spoke, 0333 202
3390 (Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm)



MindGames

[ ]
Solutions
Friday’s solutions S[EJAIM[BIOWI LT INJGIML] 1 [FIE[P[EIE[RIA[GIE] Solution to Cryptic
KenKen No 6377 Sudoku No 15,423 o) OANNN | [EHR] L| Jumbo 1702
T T o582 6133 CIAITIATLIOIGIUIERIALISIOININIE MRIHITINIE] oo o
2|13|5/6]1 ] 0 M B NN EHEHBHW N @
= 3/4/6/1/9/7|5/2|8 IEII?EE]IIIE]fEII Sacha Hemans of
5|16/412|1 /3|]|1/2/8[4/5/3[9/6/7 L I R HE R OD R LIl | London W4
5[5 6[1[2]5]7]4[3]8]9 IIEJIIIII IIIIIIIEIIII [P[E[S]O
3 5161112 4)5317(281[64/5 E Il H . SHs A NN
DWJA|R]F] \.E..I [SIT[RIEJAMIL]T[N]E
7?552%1635 5/8/4[6/3/9]|7/1]2 I b 0@ SELEU AE E
113]2/a|5|6/|278]3/18]2/5/6 AIF|TIE[RIA[L|L I LIEIMIO[R|T]|E|D|AIR|T[H[U[R
= s 8/5/1(9/6/2[4/7(3 [EEElSHEVEANEEN AN N7
6|1/5|3 42| (2/6/3[7/4]5]8|9]1 IIEIIIE]EIIIIIE D[ 1{P[LIOM[A[T
Sudoku No 15,424 Sudoku No 15,425 EJIIIIII@[M]IE]I @..II
6/51]2/8|713/9/4/(5/9/8/3/6/2]4/1,7 E.I m-..ll.im \...m..
8|4 3|5/6/9(2/1|7|[3]1]6|4|7|5]|2]8]9 A l L
9|7 2/4/3[1|8|5/6||2]4]7|8][1]9]6]/5]|3 21 .‘ \IIIIEEI
5/1 4|6|7/8|9|3|2|[9]6|2|5|3|1]|7|4|8
3'86l92al175|(83al7/9l6l5 21 EIIIE \I@IIIIEIEIIIEIIIIIEI.
7|2 913/1/5]4/6/8|11/7/5/2/84[3 96 AUSTRALASIA RESPIRATORY
43 5|8/9(6/|7,2|1|[6|5|1]|9|2|3|8]7]|4
2|6 7|1/4|3[5/8/9]||7]|2|9[6/4/8][1[3]|5 Solution to times2
1]9 8|7]5/2]e]a]3]| [a]8]3]1]5]7|9]6]2 Jumbo 1702
e
Killer No 9808 Killer No 9809 € winneris
David Barnes of
4/3/6(1|7/5|9/2/8||7|1|5|3|4/6(8|9|2 Stretham, Cambs
9(7|2[a8[3|1|5/6|[36]9]|2|1]8]|5|7|a ’
8/5/1|6/2]9(3|7(4|[2]8[4][5/9]7]|6]1[3
1]6/4|5/9/2|8|3|7| [8]9]1]6]5|2]|4]3|7 Cell Blocks 5768
7/2|5|8(34|6|9]1|[53]6]|9|7[4|2]8]1 T
3/9[8|7[1]6|5/a(2|[4]7]2]8]3[1]|9]|5]6
5/4|7|3(6/1|2|8|9|[1]53[4]2]9]7|6|8 2l 2L T8l
2[1[3|9]a[8|7|6|5||9]a[8]7|6]3|1]2]5 7]
glol215/7141113l[6/2/7[118/5[3/4|9 EEEBHEEEN o] E!EE E.m ila
Train Tracks No 2412 EuRCReT
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El I : R
The Listener 4841 Offhand Remark by Remus
Unclued letters spelt “Episode V”, referring to
the Star Wars film The Empire Strikes Back.

In a pivotal scene, Darth Vader (aka Anakin
Skywalker) reveals “I am your father” (the initial
contents of row 6 of the grid) to Luke Skywalker.
More details at listenercrossword.com.

The winners are Alfie and Pete Allen of Bristol;
David Brewis of Windsor, Berkshire;

Stephen and Judith Willis of Stalybridge,
Greater Manchester.

Homlo |- |Flx[o]> 4 [=]>

Elli l}l
HE [EIDMlz[E[PIH|Y]
K] Edﬂdm loJllo]
TIATINITIEINIAIT i JoINJAILTIINIS[UIRIAIN]C]
oA IoMRINT B0}

Mindset 1. To quote Winston
Churchill, “We shall fight on the
beaches (BALL, COMB, HUT
— follow BEACH), we shall fight
on the landing grounds (IAND-
INg gROUNDs), we shall fight
in the fields (CHESTER, HAT,
WAKE — towns ending FIELD)
and in the streets (BOND,
BOW, VINE — Monopoly
STREETS), we shall fight in the
hills (DRUMLIN, KNOLL, TOR
— synonyms for HILL); we
shall never surrender”.

2.144. An n long wall is either
an n-1 long wall followed by a
lengthwise brick, or an n-2 long
wall followed by 2 crosswise
bricks. So the number of
possible n long walls is equal to
the sum of possible n-1 and n-2
long walls. This is the Fibonacci
sequence, so for an n long wall
the number of possible layers is
the (n-1)th Fibonacci number.
Churchill was a keen amateur
bricklayer.

3. DAR (WIN) CHESTER, PI
(STON) KINGLY, FEN
(CHURCH) YARD, WINDOWS
(ILL) ITERATE. WIN + STON,
CHURCH + ILL. WINSTON
CHURCHILL. Today is the
150th anniversary of his birth.
Word Watch: Saxatile (a) Rock-
dwelling (Chambers) Carceral
() Pertaining to prisons (Collins)
Reg (c) A stony desert (OED)
Sawder (c) Flattery (Chambers).
Polygon bare, barre, base, basis,
bass, bear, bearer, beer, beira,
bias, bier, birr, brae, braise, brass,
brasserie, brassie, brassiere,
briar, brier, bris, brisé, rabies,
rebar, rebase, saber, sabre.
Scrabble PARODIES (Cb6a);
REGRANTS (Al4d) — 61 points.
Literary quiz 1 Barbara Taylor
Bradford 2 Susan Hill 3 Louisa
May Alcott 4 Bernadine
Evaristo.

Cryptic Quintagram 1 Pelé

2 Messi 3 Henry 4 Maradona

5 Footballer.



Across

1 Match day kit? (7,5)
9 Steel scratching face of John Hurt

6)

10 Penetrating entrance at the back
of empty tower (9)

11 Is a tusk regularly filled with
strange bulges at the front? (8)

12 Wham! wholly absorbed by
western piece of music (6)

13 Chill current drink quickly (4,4)

15 Event with medium coverage
vacuously introduced by Mr Bean
on TV (6)

17 Logical businessman needing a
break? (6)

18 Irrational guards love standing in
front of banks in French town (8)

20 Remark’s caught you shouldn’t
have to write down (6)

21 Deeply unhappy with minute
quantity of ashes? (8)

Yesterday’s solution 29,087

24 Taking up arms — gun before it
recoils in long shot (9)

25 Report of East End gangsters in
Vogue (5)

26 My fault about hotel with dirty
room limiting yearly turnover (7,5)

Down

1 Happening to stop wife saying
something cutting (7)
2 Spitting Image, say, boring local,
possibly not unexpectedly (6,8)
3 One parched runner near
Grenoble (5)
4 Dress-wearing friend of Dorothy
is to behave extravagantly (2,2,4)
5 Drug swallowed by official in bar,
in the main (4)
6 Confirmation perhaps dispatched,
packaging ace stuff (9)
7 Concerns after dodgy lad and a
felon get no hearing (4,2,4,4)
8 Basic, poorly spelt article intrudes
(6)
14 Renaissance man’s gift — spinning
toy, but not top (9)
16 Remark when leaving base with
no cover provided (2,4,2)
17 In Washington, dismiss publicity
about Republican’s fake news item
(6)
19 A lot of lustrous fabric, so shiny (7)
22 Poor grade omitted from MP’s
résumé (5)
23 Bearing north-east? This person’s
heading north (4)
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