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A BIT OF CONTEXT FOR THIS 
MEETING



Biodiversity Information Standards -TDWG

• A not for profit scientific and educational association 

• Mission
– Develop, adopt and promote standards and guidelines for 

the recording and exchange of data about organisms

– Promote the use of standards and

– Act as a forum for discussion, via meetings and 
publications

• It is organized in Interest Groups and Task groups

• Responsible for the development of the Darwin Core
– Set of standards to facilitate biodiversity data exchange
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It started in Firenze

• TDWG Meeting 2013

– Firenze, Italy (October 28 – November 1)

– Symposium: Biodiversity Data Quality - issues, 
methods and tools

• 14 presentations, 5 hours, full rooms

– Proposal: create an Interest Group on DQ at 
TDWG
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DQ Interest Group (IG)

• Objectives
– discuss, formalize, standardize and develop

• concepts, issues, policies, methodologies, metadata, tools 
and mechanisms, training

– promote associated best practices throughout the 
Biodiversity Informatics community

– Collaborate

• Charter submitted to TDWG in 2014
– Conveners: 

• Antonio Mauro Saraiva

• Arthur Chapman
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Global Biodiversity Information Facility 
GBIF

• Had created a DQ Interest Group

• Both groups “merged”: TDWG/GBIF IG on DQ

• Dmitry Schigel: GBIF Liaison

http://community.gbif.org



Later on at TDWG

• TDWG Meeting 2014

– Jönköping, Sweden (October 27-31)

– 2nd Symposium: Biodiversity Data Quality - issues, 
methods and tools

• 10 presentations

– Interest Group (approved and) first meeting

• Proposal: create three Task Groups
– Framework for coordination

– Tools, services and workflows 

– Use case library
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Information of the IG at TDWG

www.tdwg.org/activities



Meanwhile at GBIF

• Support two task groups

– Task Group on GBIF Data Fitness for Use in Species 
Distribution Modeling

– Task Group on GBIF Data Fitness for Use in 
Agrobiodiversity

• What are the needs, in terms of Data Quality, 
for those two usages of data?  



TDWG

TDWD 

DQ-IG

TG1-
Framework

TG2-Tools..
TG3-Use 

cases



GBIF

GBIF 

DQ-IG

Framework FFU groups



TDWD + 

DQ-IG

TG1-
Framework

TG2-Tools..
TG3-Use cases

GBIF 

DQ-IG

Framework FFU groups

Not by chance, there is a link



TODAY’S PROGRAM

What these groups have done?

What is next?

How to get involved?



Program (1)

8h30 Registration

9h00

Opening Session / Introduction and Program Overview
Carlos Alfredo Joly, BIOTA – FAPESP Program coordinator
Antonio Mauro Saraiva, Research Center on Biodiversity and Computing 
(BioComp)/Poli/USP, Brazil

9h30
An Overview on Biodiversity Data Quality
Arthur D. Chapman, Australian Biodiversity Information Services, Australia

10h10
GBIF Initiatives on Data Quality
Dmitry Schigel, Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF), Denmark

10h30
GBIF.org and Access to Data
Christian Gendreau, Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF), Denmark

10h50
A Conceptual Framework for Data Quality
Allan Koch Veiga, BioComp/Poli/USP, Brazil

11h30 Q+A
12h00 Lunch (restaurants around FAPESP)



Program (2)

14h00
Data Quality: Tools and Services (video)
Lee Belbin, The Atlas of Living Australia/Blatant Fabrications, Australia

14h20
Capturing Data Quality Use Cases
Miles Nicholls, The Atlas of Living Australia/CSIRO, Australia

14h40
Data Needs and Challenges for Current and Future Niche and Distribution
Modeling
Enrique Martínez Meyer, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México

15h00 Coffee break

15h20
GBIF Data Fitness for Use in Agrobiodiversity: Results of the Experts’ 
Consultation and Recommendations of the Task Group
Elizabeth Arnaud, Bioversity International, France

15h40
Data Quality Requirements for Agrobiodiversity: Case of Crop Wild Relatives
Nora Patricia Castañeda Álvarez, International Center for Tropical Agriculture
(CIAT), Colombia

16h00
SOLVE_WITH_MORE_DATA and other Lessons from Biodiversity Data Quality 
Initiatives at the Museum of Comparative Zoology
Paul J. Morris, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University, USA

16h20 Q+A / Conclusions
16h40 Closing Session



Coming next

• Workshop of the GBIF/TDWG Interest Group

– Match FFU-TG “needs” into the Framework 
“profile”

– Discuss strategies for TGs to evolve

– Plan next activities

• Other FFU-TGs?

• DQ Symposium at TDWG Meeting 2016, in Costa Rica

• How to engage more people


