, Visible light is only a portion in the range

. of wavelike energies. The whole range
wtchlng the Wave of wavelike energies is called the

electromagnetic spectrum.

Gamma rays have the smallest waves of all.
They can be used to sterilize medical equipment.

Small wavelength | Long wavelength

X-rays are next. X-rays have

longer wavelengths than gamma
rays, but they are still tiny. They
pass right through the soft parts
of our body but bounce off
bone. That is why x-ray pictures
can be used to find cracks in
bone.
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Qﬂching the Wave

inbow.

in the rai

ainbow from red to violet.

——

the colors of the r

Color all the shades of visible light you can see

2
X

Our eyes can see
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Q&:tching the Wave
The longest waves of all are radio waves. They

can be as short as a few milimeters in length or
as long as a mile in length. TV and radio stations
use radio waves to carry sound and video into

your living room. B = o
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Astronomers at the Green Bank
Observatory study the radio waves /
emitted by galaxies and exploding stars

in space. —_—
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