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ABSTRACT: The focus of this paper is on the development and implementation of 
a stand alone course in Internationallnformation Systems and Technology. Although 
this alternative means for internationalizing the Information Systems ( IS) curriculum 
may not be appropriate for all business programs, it may prove to be a beneficial 
curriculum option for programs with specialized degrees in information systems. A 
model course outline is developed that identifies key themes and topic areas to be 
included in the course. This basic outline provides a structural foundation that allows 
for flexibility in planning and designing curriculum content. The paper discusses 
how this outline may be modified to fit the curriculum objectives and overall 
internationalization plan for varied business school programs. 

Implementation issues may play a significant role in the eventual success of new 
curriculum initiatives. The appropriateness of a stand alone international IS course 
as compared to other curriculum alternatives is discussed in the context of unique 
business school characteristics. Political, economic, and demographic factors will 
play a role in this decision making process. Innovative teaching alternatives that may 
have merit for a course of this nature and implications for course enhancements that 
may add educational value to the course such as an overseas field study component 
and relevant internships are discussed. 
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INTRODUCTION 

It is now imperative that business 
school curriculum respond to the demands 
of a business environment that has become 
increasingly international in focus. A global 
marketplace requires that business students 
be educated with a broader base of 
knowledge in both the international 
dim.ensions of business as well as the liberal 
arts. Thls changing environment demands 
a global mindset and a new orientation to 
curriculum design and implementation. 

Internationalization of the 
Information Systems (IS) curriculum is 
currently receiving increased attention by 
academicians in the field. There is a 
heightened demand for curriculum material 
that addresses international issues relevant 
to information systems and technology. 
Although extensive international 
curriculum resources have been developed 
for other business functional areas (e.g., 
marketing, accounting, finance, 
management) very little international 

curriculum material bas been developed 
and implemented for the IS area. There is 
a clear need to address this dimension of 
curriculum design if we are to provide a 
relevant and dynamic business education 
for students. 

The approach for internationalizing 
the business school curriculum varies 
considerably by school. An appropriate 
strategy for one school may not fit the 
overall goals and objectives of another 
program. It is imperative that plans for 
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