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Murray, Sir James Augustus Henry (1837-1915), lexicographer, was born in the village of Denholm, near
Hawick, Roxburghshire, on 7 February 1837, the eldest of the four sons and one danghter of Thomas Murray
(1811-1873), a village tailer, of Hawick, and his wife, Mary (1803-1888), the sixth child of Charles Scott, alinen
manufacturer of Denholm.

Formative years in Scotland
Thomas Murray was highly regarded in Denholm. He was an elder of the Congregational church and a promoter
| of the Total Abstinence and Horticultural societies, of the Reading Room Club, and of other institutions
contributing to the welfare of the village. His formal education was limited, however, and there was certainly no
uaﬁitiun ofacademic scholarship in the ancestral families of the Murrays or the Scotts that would account for
the lexi hical prodigy on proved to be. James Murray is reputed to have known
ddliasthe alphabet by the time hie was sighteen months old and to have acquired a knowledge of the
written forms of Greek letters before he was seven. He is also known to have copied out on scraps of paper some
lists and passages in Hebrew and Chinese written in copies of the Bible that happened to come into his parents’ possession.

Sir James Augustus Henry Murray (1837
1915}, 7.5 S Metlure

Murray was educated first at Cavers School, the parish school of his native village. It was a 3 mile walk from Denholm, and his lifelong interest in botany
‘may well have begun among the many wild flowers that grew beside the footpaths that took him to and from this school. In 1845 he moved to Denholm
Schoal, which took pupils from infancy until they were old enough to go out to work. He was soon recognized to be a pupil of unusual ability: he tookin his
stride the names of the parts ofspeed: the elements of geography amd mathemams and, as the only boy taking the subject, an outline knowledge of Latin.
In his out-of-school hours he in andini i

other features of geology, and the classification of the names and varieties of animals.

the Latin names of plants, as well as the names of rock formations and

An outbreak of cholera in Denholm in 1849 closed the school and led to an arrangement for Murray to spend six months as a cowherd on afriend's farm
near by, where he remembered ‘hammering away at [his] Latin grammar and Lectiores Selectae’in his spare time. The family returned to Denholm at the
end of summer 1849, but Murray did not return to his old schoo!, He went instead to Minto School, a mile and a half from Denholm, where he fell under the
influence of an inspiring new schoclmaster, John Rankin Hamilton, and a new syllabus. He began work on four new languages: French, German, Ttalian, and
classical Greek.
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