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Demographic change affects the labour force. The rapid population growth witnessed from the mid-

1940s through to the mid-1960s was reflected in rapid labour force growth with a lag of some two

decades to allow for the children of the baby boom to reach working age.

The labour force is affected by immigration. Most immigrants to Northern Ireland are of working age so
therefore higher levels of immigration can increase the size of the labour force immediately, unlike
higher levels of fertility. In the last 10 years immigration has come to be the predominant source of
labour force growth through the deluge of Eastern Europeans that came to Northern Ireland and joined
the labour force working in a range of sectors from construction and manufacturing to the
accommodation and food industry.

If immigration was to keep falling like it has since 2010, labour force growth would soon cease and may
in fact turn negative in the next decade as the baby boomers hit retirement.

Labour force participation rate changes are important also. From the early 1950s to the end of the 1980s
a major contributor to labour force growth was the strong and sustained increases in female
participation rates. However this growth has become stagnant since the 1990s and female participation.

A relevant quote from the lecture was, “The geographical distribution will also change—young
populations in regions like Africa and South Asia will increase sharply, while Europe, China, and Japan
will age and shrink. In the coming decades, we expect India to surpass China, and Nigeria to surpass the
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in fact turn negative in the next decade as the baby boomers hit retirement.

Labour force participation rate changes are important also. From the early 1950s to the end of the 1980s
a major contributor to labour force growth was the strong and sustained increases in female
participation rates. However this growth has become stagnant since the 1990s and female participation.

A relevant quote from the lecture was, “The geographical distribution will also change—young 6%
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Demographic change affects the labour force. The rapid population growth witnessed from the mid-
1940s through to the mid-1960s was reflected in rapid labour force growth with a lag of some two
decades to allow for the children of the baby boom to reach working age.

The labour force is affected by immigration. Most immigrants to Northern Ireland are of working age so
therefore higher levels of immigration can increase the size of the labour force immediately, unlike
higher levels of fertility. In the last 10 years immigration has come to be the predominant source of
labour force growth through the deluge of Eastern Europeans that came to Northern Ireland and joined
the labour force working in a range of sectors from construction and manufacturing to the
accommodation and food industry.

If immigration was to keep falling like it has since 2010, labour force growth would soon cease and may
in fact turn negative in the next decade as the baby boomers hit retirement.

Labour force participation rate changes are important also. From the early 1950s to the end of the 1980s
a major contributor to labour force growth was the strong and sustained increases in female
participation rates. However this growth has become stagnant since the 1990s and female participation.

A relevant quote from the lecture was, “The geographical distribution will also change—young
populations in regions like Africa and South Asia will increase sharply, while Europe, China, and Japan
will age and shrink. In the coming decades, we expect India to surpass China, and Nigeria to surpass the
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The labour force is affected by immigration. Most immigrants to Northern Ireland are of working age so

therefore higher levels of immigration can increase the size of the labour force immediately, unlike
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a major contributor to labour force growth was the strong and sustained increases in female

participation rates. However this growth has become stagnant since the 1990s and female participation.
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