










tornado

drill
A diagram of escape route must be posted in each classroom or meeting room. 

INSTRUCTIONS:
1. Tornado safety and pre-planned escape routes are discussed with and presented by faculty, sta� and students. One (1) 
tornado drill per semester will be conducted. (Students should not be aware of the exact time of tornado drills in advance.)

2. Duties upon sounding of a tornado siren or issuing a verbal tornado warning:
Use a public address intercom system or have designated volunteers alert sta� from room-to-room, �oor-to-�oor. If 
the school's alarm system relies on electricity, a compressed air horn or megaphone can sound the alert in case of 
power  failure.

ALL:
  Remain calm and quiet, listening for further instructions.
  Line-up quickly and orderly.
  Do not delay.
  Do not run.
  Immediately evacuate any portable classrooms, exterior classrooms and o�ces, auditoriums and gymnasiums 

and proceed to relatively safe interior hallway locations typically on the lowest �oor level possible.
Each school is constructed di�erently. The idea of moving to a hallway may be adjusted if the hallway has 
large windows and plate glass walls exposed to the elements. Some multi-story buildings may not a�ord 
enough time to direct all students to lower �oors or the space on the lowest �oor may be insu�cient to 
hold everyone. Ultimately, the school administrators need to evaluate the time (usually 2 to 3 minutes), 
space and coordination needed to direct all students and sta� into safe areas in the most e�cient manner. 
Schools with designated shelters or “Safe Rooms” should utilize them to the maximum extent possible. 
Safe areas should be clearly marked.

  Crouch as low as possible to the �oor; face downward; cover head with hands.

TEACHERS
  All teachers should take/keep their grade books / class rolls and crisis manuals with them.
  Keep the class together and wait quietly until the all clear signal is given.
  Walk back to the classroom when it is declared safe to do so.
  Discuss the drill with students for feedback and reproof.

ADMINISTRATORS AND STAFF
  Coordinate with local �re departments and county EMA o�cials prior to the drill.
  Activate school Crisis Response Team.
  Ensure each room is clear before sounding all clear.
  Ensure plans and drills; address students with special needs.
  Monitor the drill and document results.




