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Suomen Leadership in Education, COVID-19, societal Guri Skedsmo  36.850 Euros 2021-
Akatemia challenges, health promotion. 2023
Rannis (see Upper secondary education and COVID-19: Gudrun 55.550.000 2021-
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University experience

Position Date
Associate Professor (100%) 2021-...
Department chair of Educational leadership and evaluation studies 2019-...
Mentoring programme for physicians 2018~ ...
Assistant Professor (100%) 2018-2021
Adjunct (65%) 2016-2018
Project Manager: Menntavisindastofnun (35%) 2017-2018
Researcher, doctoral candidate and assistant teacher 2012-2016

Committees and other tasks: Ministry of Education and Children: Professional development of
school leaders and teachers (2023 ...). Self-assessment for School of Education (2021-2022)
Ministry of Education Culture and Science: Development of a support system for professional
development for Teachers and School leaders. Representative for School of Education,
University of Iceland (2018-2019).

University of Iceland: Professional Development. Board Substitute for School of Education
(2018-..).

Supervision of Postgraduate Students

Maria Jénasdottir, 180 ECTS PhD, University of Iceland. Estimated graduation October 2024.
Omar Grn Magnusson, 180 ECTS PhD, University of Iceland. Estimated graduation October 2027.
borsteinn A. Siirmeli, 180 ECTS PhD, University of Iceland. Estimated graduation October 2026.

Supervision of master students completed: Marteinsdéttir, A. B. (2024, June), Melsted, B. (2023, October),
Helgadéttir, G. (2023, October), Einarsdéttir, A. R. (2023, June), Jérgensen, J. (2023, February), Amundadéttir, S.
(2022, October). Palsdéttir, G. (2022, June). Jonsdéttir, H. (2022, June). Hallddrsdoéttir, H. (2020, October).
Svarfdal, A. B. (2020, October). Sigurdarddttir, D. M. (2019, October). Einarsdattir, K. E. (2019, June).

Research projects

2022-...: The Prosperity Act within three municipalities: Implementation, enactment and co-creation
of knowledge across boundaries of profession, school levels and leisure.
2020-...: Upper secondary education and COVID-19: Crisis, challenges, and adaptability. Principal

investigator for the Rannis fund. Mixed method: See here

2019-2020: The impact of Covid-19 on work and working environment of Upper secondary school staff.
Coordination and survey designer. 47% (N = 2.194).

2020-2022: NordLead. Nordic cooperation.

2019-2022: Consequences of the Reduced Length of Academic Programs in Upper Secondary Education:
The Impact on Higher Education. Interview study.

2013-2019: Upper secondary school practices in Iceland: Teaching and Learning — Student Engagement
and Initiative (Team 7 JustEd).

2012-2014: Educational research and innovation activities map on upper secondary school education:
Document analyses.

2008-2012: Wellbeing and working environment of Upper Secondary School professionals: Comparative
and additional quantitative research 2008 (N=901), 2010 (N=892) and 2012 (N=1.156).

Journal Publications

Ragnarsdéttir, G., Bjarnadottir, V. S., & Jonasdoéttir, M. (2024). Skilvirkara stidentsproéf eftir styttingu? Reynsla
hdskdlanema og hdaskdlakennara af stefnubreytingum a framhaldsskélastiginu [More efficient
matriculation examination in upper secondary education after shortening the study time? University
students’ and university teachers’ experiences of the policy consequences]. Icelandic Review of Politics
and Administration. https://www.irpa.is/index.php/irpa/article/view/3749/2311

Magnusson, O. 0., Ragnarsdéttir, G., Reiss, M. J., & Bjornsdoéttir, A. (2024). A place for Basil Bernstein in the
field: How applicable is Basil Bernstein’s theory of codes and social groups as a way of understanding
educational inequity in upper secondary education in Iceland during the first year of the COVID-19
pandemic? European Educational Research Journal.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1474904124123597

Blondal, K. S., Eiriksdéttir, E., & Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2023). Stigveldi framhaldsskéla: Frjalst skélaval ytir undir og
endurskapar félagslega lagskiptingu [Upper secondar y school and pathway select ion in the lig ht of
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educationa | hierarchies and social stratification]. Netla — Veftimarit um uppeldi og menntun.
https://doi.org/10.24270/serritnetla.2024.3

Arnason Siirmeli, b., Ragnarsdéttir, G. & Gestsdéttir, S. M. (2024). Leading the dance. The role of teacher
collaboration and collegiality during sudden disruptions. Teaching and Teacher Education, 139, 104453.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2023.104453

Bjornsdottir, A., Palsddttir, G. M. & Ragnarsdottir, G. (2023). Framhaldsskélanemar & timum heimsfaraldurs:
Namsupplifun dlikra nemendahépa [The Experiences of different groups of upper-secondary school
students during the COVID-19 pandemic]. Netla - Veftimarit um uppeldi og menntun.
https://doi.org/10.24270/serritnetla.2023.22

Jénasddttir, M., Ragnarsdottir, G. & Eiriksddttir, E. (2023). Cascading effects of upper secondary education policy
reform: the experiences and perspectives of university teachers. Education Inquiry.
https://doi.org/10.1080/20004508.2023.2207297

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2023). School leaders’ actions and hybridity when carrying out reform and confronting
teachers’ responses: Institutional and organisational perspectives. Education Inquiry, 14(1) 40-65
https://doi.org/10.1080/20004508.2021.1950272

Ragnarsdéttir, G., & Jénasson, J. T. (2022). Stofnunaredli framhaldsskéla i faraldurskreppu. Ny reynsla og breytt
umbod skélastjérnenda [ The institutional nature of upper secondary education during the COVID-19
pandemic crisis: New experience and changed agency of school leaders]. Icelandic review of Politics &
Administration. https://doi.org/10.13177/irpa.a.2022.18.2.6

Ragnarsdéttir, G. & Gestsdottir, S. M. (2022). Togstreita og andstaed sjénarmid: Syn kennara og skolastjornenda
4 préun og framtidarmoguleika framhaldsskdlans [Conflict and colliding points of view: Teacher’s and
school leader’s vision of the development and future possibilities of the upper secondary education],
Netla — Veftimarit um uppeldi og menntun.

Ragnarsdéttir, G., Gestsdottir, S. M. Bjornsdéttir, A. & Eiriksdottir, E. (2022). Starfsumhverfi
framhaldsskdlakennara a fyrsta ari COVID-19 heimsfaraldurs [The working environment of upper
secondary school teachers during the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic]. Netla — Veftimarit um
uppeldi og menntun.

Mompoint-Gaillard, P., Ragnarsdéttir, G., & Jénasson, J. T. (2022). The key role of moderators in online
communities of teachers: How presences support co-construction of knowledge in asynchronous
discussions. Teaching and Teacher Education, 116, 103751.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2022.103751

Bjarnaddttir, V. S. & Ragnarsdottir. G. (2021). ,,Vid skiptum mali fyrir samfélagid”. Samfélagslegt mikilvaegi og
flékin samkeppnistada tveggja framhaldsskéla i dreifdum byggdum. ["We matter for Society”: Societal
Importance and complex market position of two rural upper secondary schools]. Icelandic Journal of
Education. 30(2), 67-87. https://doi.org/10.24270/tuuom.2021.30.8

Gestsdottir, S. M. Ragnarsdottir, G., Eiriksdéttir, E. & Bjornsdéttir, A. (2020). Fjarkennsla i faraldri: Nam og
kennsla i framhaldsskélum & timum samkomubanns vegna COVID-19 19 [Upper secondary education in
Iceland during the COVID-19 pandemic]. Netla — Veftimarit um uppeldi og menntun. Sérrit um COVID-
19 og menntakerfid. https://doi.org/10.24270/serritnetla.2020.25

Ragnarsdottir, G., Jéhannesson, I. A., J6nasson, J. T. & Halldérsdéttir, B. E. (2020). Evidence-based publications
on upper secondary education in Iceland, 2003-2012. Icelandic Review of Politics and Administration
16(1), 43—64. https://doi.org/10.13177/irpa.a.2020.16.1.3

Sigurdardottir, D. M. & Ragnarsdottir. G. (2020) Fagleg forysta eda stjornun i erli dagsins: Hlutverk og stada
adstodarskolastjora i grunnskélum Reykjavikur [Educational leadership or administration during a busy
workday: The status and roles of assistant principals]. Icelandic Journal of Education, 29(2), 91-112.
https://doi.org/10.24270/tuuom.2020.29.5

Ragnarsdéttir. G. (2018). Kvika menntabreytinga: Vidbrogd framhaldsskdlans vid kréfum menntayfirvalda um
breytingar [Dynamics of change: The upper secondary schools’ responses to ministerial demands for
change]. Netla — veftimarit um uppeldi og menntun. Sérrit 2018 — Framhaldsskdlinn i brennidepli.
Menntavisindasvid Hdskéla islands. https://doi.org/10.24270/serritnetla.2019.5

Eiriksdottir, E. Ragnarsdéttir, G. & Jénasson, J. T. (2018). bversagnir og kerfisvillur? Kortlagning a olikri stodu
békndms- og starfsnamsbrauta & framhaldsskdlastigi [On the Parity of Esteem between Vocational and
General Academic Pathways in Upper Secondary Education in Iceland]. Netla — veftimarit um uppeldi
og menntun. Sérrit 2018 — Framhaldsskélinn i brennidepli. Menntavisindasvid Haskola fslands.
https://doi.org/10.24270/serritnetla.2019.7

Nylund, M., Rosvall, P., Eiriksddttir, E., Holm, A., Isopahkala-Bouret, U., Niemi, A. & Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2018). The
Academic-vocational divide in three Nordic countries: Implications for social class and gender.
Education Inquiry 9(1), 97-121. https://doi.org/10.1080/20004508.2018.1424490
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Ragnarsdoéttir, G. & J6hannesson, I. A. (2014). Curriculum, crisis and the work and well-being of Icelandic upper
secondary school teachers in educational change. Education Inquiry, 5(1), 43-67.
https://doi.org/10.3402/edui.v5.24045

Ragnarsdoéttir, G., Matthiasdéttir, A. & Sigurdarson, J. F. (2010). Teachers’ wellbeing is the key to a potent
secondary school: A study of job satisfaction and work environment of secondary school teachers. Netla
— veftimarit um uppeldi og menntun. http://netla.hi.is/greinar/2010/008/index.htm.

Book projects

Sigurdardottir, S. M., & Ragnarsdadttir, G. (2023). School Leaders within the Icelandic Education System: Complex
Roles, Multilevel Relations, and Fragmented Support: Complex Roles, Multilevel Relations, and
Fragmented Support. | A. E. Gunnulfsen, H. Arlestig, & M. Storgaard (Eds.), Education and Democracy
in the Nordic Countries.: Educational Governance Research (Vol 21, pp. 45-59). (Educational
Governance Research). Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-33195-4 4

Ragnarsdéttir, G., & Storgaard, M. (2023). Policy Demands, Expectations, and Changed Leadership Roles During
the COVID-19 Crisis: Critical Comparative Case Studies from Denmark and Iceland. | A. E. Gunnulfsen,
H. Arlestig, & M. Storgaard (Eds.), Educational Governance Research: Education and Democracy in the
Nordic Countries. (Volume 21, pp. 133-151). (Educational Governance Research). Springer, Cham.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-33195-4 9

Eiriksdottir, E., Blondal, S., & Ragnarsdadttir, G. (2022). Selection for whom? Upper secondary school choice in
the light of social justice. In A. Rasmussen & M. Dovenmark (Eds.), Governance and Choice of Upper
Secondary Education, vol 18. Springer publication, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-08049-
4 10

Jénasson, J.T., Ragnarsdéttir, G. & Bjarnadéttir, V. D. (2021). The intricacies of educational development in
Iceland: Stability or disruption? In L. Moos & J. B. Krejsler (Eds.), What works in Nordic School Policies?
Mapping Approaches to Evidence, Social Technologies and Transnatiional Influences. Springer
publication, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-66629-3_4

Jénasson, J.T., Bjarnaddttir, V. S. & Ragnarsdottir, G. (2021). Evidence and accountability in Icelandic education
— An Historical Perspective? In L. Moos & J. B. Krejsler (Eds.), What works in Nordic School Policies?
Mapping Approaches to Evidence, Social Technologies and Transnatiional Influences. Springer
publication, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-66629-3 9

Ragnarsdéttir, G. & Jonasson, J.T. (2020). The impact of the university on upper secondary education through
academic subjects according to school leaders’ perceptions. In L. Moos, E. Nihlfors & M. Paulsen (Eds.),
Re-centering the critical potential of Nordic school leadership research: Fundamental but often
forgotten perspectives (pp. 191-207). Springer publication, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-
55027-1 11

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2018). School leaders’ perceptions of contemporary change at the upper secondary school
level in Iceland. Interaction of actors and social structures facilitating or constraining change (PhD).
Haskoli fslands, Reykjavik.

Ragnarsdottir, G. (2015). Vellidan starfsfélks i framhaldsskéla — Starfsanaegja og stydjandi starfsumhverfi. i Sigrin
Danielsdéttir. (Ed). Handbok um gedraekt i framhaldsskélum. [Well-being of employees at the upper
secondary school level in Iceland — Job-satisfaction and supportive working environment]. Reykjavik.
http://www.landlaeknir.is/servlet/file/store93/item26483/Handbok%20um%20gedraekt%20%C3%AD
%20framhaldsskolum_m%20bls%20tali%200g%20footer.pdf

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2008). Lidan og starfsumhverfi framhaldsskdlakennara. Munurinn d bdék- og
verknamskennurum. [Well-being and working conditions of upper secondary school teachers. — The
difference between academic and vocational teachers]. (Master thesis), Hdaskdlinn i Reykjavik,

Reykjavik.
Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2007). Are you really who | think you are? Education for democratic citizenship and human
rights. Council of Europe. Mompoint-Gaillard, P. (Ed.)

http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/education/pestalozzi/home/training units/EDC EN.asp

Ragnarsdéttir, G. & Gudmundsdattir, M. (2006, reprinted 2007 and 2009 and rewritten 2011). Leikur ad lifa.
[Game to play. Life skills]. Edda-Midlun. Reykjavik. References and additional material:
http://www.forlagid.is/forsida/detail.aspx?id=3761

Ragnarsdéttir, G. & Gudjénsson, K. A. (2005, rewritten 2006 and reprinted 2009). Edli visinda. [The spirit of the
natural sciences]. Edda-Midlun. Reykjavik. References and additional material: http://edda.is/nat123/

Other publications

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2019). Samstarfsrad um starfsproun kennara og skdlastjornenda. Skyrsla til mennta- og
menningarmalaradherra. [Committee on teachers and school leader’s professional development.
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Report to the Minister of Education, Science and Culture]. In Samstarfsrad um starfspréun kennara og
skdlastjérnenda. https://www.stjornarradid.is/lisalib/getfile.aspx?itemid=349b2e00-ef44-11e9-944e-
005056bc530c

Ragnarsddttir, G., Maris, G. & von Bonninghausen, M. (2013). Sex/sexuality education — Personal development,
prevention of discrimination and violence. Trainer training module series. External report — Evaluation
on Module A. Council of Europe. Pestalozzi Programme.
http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/education/pestalozzi/Source/Documentation/Module/SexEdu/Finalreport
ModA 2013opt.pdf

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2012). Adferdafraedi  rannsdknarinnar  [Methodology].  Reykjavik:  Author.
http://ff.ki.is/?PagelD=3267

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2012). Fjoldi i ndmshépum og pjénustan i kennslustofunni. [Number of students in each class
and the services in the classroom]. Reykjavik: Author. http://ff.ki.is/?PagelD=3267

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2012). Framhaldsskdlalogin, radgjof og adstod vid framhaldsskdla [Upper secondary school
legislation, counsel and assistance in upper secondary schools]. Reykjavik: Author.
http://ff.ki.is/?PagelD=3267

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2012). Lengd vinnudags félagsmanna Ki i framhaldsskélum. [The length of the working day of
upper secondary school members in Ki]. Reykjavik: Author. http://ff.ki.is/?PagelD=3267

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2012). Menntun simenntun og starfspréun félagsmanna Ki i framhaldsskélum [Education,
professional development and lifelong learning of upper secondary school members in Ki]. Reykjavik:
Author. http://ff.ki.is/?PagelD=3267

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2012). Starfsanaegja og lidan félagsmanna Ki i framhaldsskélum. [Job-satisfaction and well-
being of upper secondary school members in Ki]. Reykjavik: Author. http://ff.ki.is/?PagelD=3267

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2012). Stéraukid starfsalag i framhaldsskélum landsins! Fyrri hluti [Increased working stress
in the upper secondary schools! First part]. Skdlavardan 12(2), 32-35.
http://timarit.is/view page init.jsp?pageld=6667539

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2012). Stéraukid starfsalag i framhaldsskélum landsins! Annar hluti [Increased working stress
in the upper secondary schools! Second part]. Skdélavardan  12(1), 38-43.
http://timarit.is/view page init.jsp?pageld=6667593

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2012). Streita og alag i framhaldsskélum [Stress in upper secondary schools]. Reykjavik:
Author. http://ff.ki.is/?PagelD=3267

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2011). Comparative report of Fjolbrautarskdlinn i Breidholti and the population of the
databases about upper secondary school education professionals. Reykjavik: Author.

Ragnarsdoéttir, G. (2011). Comparative report of Menntaskélinn a isafirdi and the population of the databases
about upper secondary school education professionals. Reykjavik: Author.

Ragnarsdottir, G. (2011). Comparative report of Verzlunarskdli islands and the population of the databases about
upper secondary school education professionals. Reykjavik: Author.

Ragnarsdottir, G. & Bjdrnsdéttir, F. (2010). Ahrif efnahagskreppunnar 4 lidan og starfsumhverfi
framhaldsskdlakennara. [The effect of the economic crisis on well-being and working condition of upper
secondary school teachers]. Reykjavik: Author. http://ff.ki.is/?PagelD=3267

Ragnarsdéttir, G. & Bjornsdottir, F. (2010). Vidhorf framhaldsskélakennara til nyrra framhaldsskdélalaga. [The
upper secondary school teachers attitude towards the new legislation implementation]. Reykjavik:
Author. http://ff.ki.is/?PagelD=3267

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2010). Wellbeing and working environment of Upper Secondary School Teachers in 2008 and
2010. Reykjavik: Author.

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2009, March 1st). Lidan og starfsumhverfi framhaldsskélakennara: Boknamskennarar eru
6anaegdari i starfi en verknamskennarar [The work end wellbeing of upper secondary school teachers:
Academic teachers have lower job satisfaction than the group of vocational teachers] (Gudnadottir, K.
E. Interviewer). Skélavardan 9(1), 14—15. http://timarit.is/view page init.jsp?pageld=6663665

Conference Presentations

Ragnarsdéttir, G. (2024). Current issues and policy contradictions in the Icelandic upper secondary education:
School autonomy and social stratification. UAB Universitat Autonoma in Barcelona, January 23.

Ragnarsdéttir, G. & Storgaard, M. (2024). Mapping the field: Dominant approaches, focuses and knowledge
domains. Symposium Mapping contemporary international research landscape of crisis management
and school leadership Nordiska férening fér pedagogisk forskning (NERA) in Malmé, March 6.-8.
https://program.invajo.com/program/nera-2024/
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Lifelong learning in University of Iceland (2009): Life skills training in citizenship education and
human right education.
Lifelong learning programme in University of Iceland (2007): Coordinator: Citizenship and Human
Rights Education. Professor Cathie Holden from Exeter University UK was a key trainer.
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contact person with the nearest community and (4) reception of freshman’s and parental
cooperation.

Teacher Trainer for University of Iceland (2006—-2008): Facilitator.

Committee for the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture: Education for Democratic
Citizenship and Human Rights Education in schools:
http://bella.mrn.stjr.is/utgafur/skyrsla_mannrettindafraedsla 08.pdf.

Mimir ehf: Teacher. Health science.

ALCAN: Lifelong learning programme, teaching: Chemistry and textbook writing.

islenskar lyfjarannséknir: Pharmacy research.

Fjolbrautaskoli Sudurnesja: Teaching: Chemistry and nutrition.

Fidlbrautaskélinn vid Armdla: Teaching: Chemistry.

Primary school in Reydarfjordur: Teaching: Physics, chemistry and biology. Curriculum writing.
Head of the research department in Fjordungssjukrahusid i Neskaupstad and Reykjalundur:
Temporary head and researcher at two hospitals.



http://bella.mrn.stjr.is/utgafur/skyrsla_mannrettindafraedsla_08.pdf

