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Preface

This COMPSTAT 2002 book contains the Keynote, Invited, and Full Contributed
papers presented in Berlin, August 2002. A companion volume including Short
Communications and Posters is published on CD.

The COMPSTAT 2002 is the 15th conference in a serie of biannual conferences
with the objective to present the latest developments in Computational Statistics
and is taking place from August 24th to August 28th, 2002.

Previous COMPSTATSs were in Vienna (1974), Berlin (1976), Leiden (1978),
Edinburgh (1980), Toulouse (1982), Prague (1984), Rome (1986), Copenhagen
(1988), Dubrovnik (1990), Neuchatel (1992), Vienna (1994), Barcelona (1996), Bris-
tol (1998) and Utrecht (2000).

COMPSTAT 2002 is organised by CASE, Center of Applied Statistics and Eco-
nomics at Humboldt-Universitét zu Berlin in cooperation with Freie Universitit
Berlin and University of Potsdam.

The topics of COMPSTAT include methodological applications, innovative soft-
ware and mathematical developments, especially in the following fields: statistical
risk management, multivariate and robust analysis, Markov Chain Monte Carlo
Methods, statistics of E-commerce, new strategies in teaching (Multimedia, In-
ternet), computerbased sampling/questionnaires, analysis of large databases (with
emphasis on computing in memory), graphical tools for data analysis, classification
and clustering, new statistical software and historical development of software.

A conference like COMPSTAT is not possible without an active scientific input
from many high class researchers. The contributions were classified by the Scientific
Program Commitee (SPC): Prof. Wolfgang Hérdle (Berlin), Prof. Antony Unwin
(Augsburg), Prof. Jaromir Antoch (Prague), Prof. Adrian Bowman (Glasgow),
Prof. Michel Delecroix (Paris), Prof. Wenceslao Gonzalez Manteiga (Santiago de
Compostela), Prof. Junji Nakano (Tokyo), Prof. Michael Schimek (Graz) and Prof.
Peter van der Heijden (Utrecht).

The papers were refereed by the SPC and we would like to thank our colleagues
for all their help. The resulting proceedings provide a broad overview of the current
research areas in statistical computing.

We are also very grateful to the members of the Local Organizing Committee:
Dr. Yasemin Boztug, Prof. Dr. Herbert Biining, Prof. Dr. Wolfgang Hirdle,
Prof. Dr. Lutz Hildebrandt, Dr. Sigbert Klinke, Prof. Dr. Uwe Kiichler, Prof.
Dr. Bernd Ronz, Dr. Peter Schirmbacher, Dipl.-Ing. Benjamin Schiiler, Prof. Dr.
Vladimir Spokoiny, Prof. Dr. Hans Gerhard Strohe, Prof. Dr. Jiirgen Wolters and
Uwe Ziegenhagen.

We would also like to thank Patricia Ahrend and Luise Richter who together
with Dr. Klinke did a great job in managing the papers.

Berlin, August 2002:

AN g

W. Hirdle B.Ronz
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