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FROM THE EDITOR 

y thoughts lately are on what 
control thcory has done Lo iin- 

prow Ihe qtiaiity of my life. Along 
ihese iincs, and app:opriately for tlie 
scasoi~; 1'1n wondering wliat par- 
iicular "criicrging" coiltrol tcch- 
nologics can impact my  Christnins 
wish list'? Lo arid behold, I've run 
across some ?:)ssibic gill itcins. 

Reccntly one of iriy studcrils 
f o u n d  an ad lor the "thinking man': 
shaver lhat thirilts on its own." 
HInmm. I wondered what control 
tecl-iiiology wiis bcing :Itilized herc 
to improve the qualiiy of my life. 
You guessed it: fuzzy logic w a s  tlic "elaborate artificial iti~elligence s>.stein" 
which allnwccl this rncrc sliavcr to learn IKW to g i w  me the best possible 
shave. Rcacling on in the ad, I was astounded to lexn thnl this shawr w w c s  
die length. Ihickncss. and density of m y  beard (every 0 4  sccoiicls ... \vow). 
so that the "fuzzy logic circuit board" could continuall\; narrow don 11 to 
the one pailern (from hundreds) that bcst fits m y  facial and hem-tl condition 
:it that moinent. What rcally drcw me iii \van [lie LCI) giaphic disp1:i)'. right 
there on the shaver's handle. that shows inc ihe "ariiount o1'ponm the luzz!- 
logic is dclivering" (does your shaver hnw an LCD display?). 'l'hc t)oIIoiii 

line said "$249.95," which inay be quite ;I bargain for such an irdvaiiced 
producl. Aftcr a niir?u:c of'reflcction. however. I realized ihat I hadn't hpe~it 
that inucli on shaving i n  niy entire Me. 

Herc's anotlicr possibili~y. Wliile Global Posilioning Sqsteriis (GPS) 
will likcly be extrcme~y iiiiporiiinl in coiilrol s>xtcJns I'or future nuIomntcd 

nost of LIS know. other critical npplic;itioiis of C;I:"s 
for iniproving ihc qxility ol'our lives. 4 fe\v days ago a collcag~ie working 
with intclljgenl vehicle higliway sysleins Iinricled 111e ;in iiiiiiouiiccnieiiI for 
another producl that I don't think I cnri live wilhout. In Lcst imrlicting right 
iiow is a GI?-based automated golf yai-d;igc sysleiii desigiicd 10 proi'ide 
acccrate yardagc from anywhere on the coursc. GPS I 
on golf carts, and deteirnine position of ni! golf ball (rrieastirciixnt cor- 
rected through local radio dil'lcrcntial sigi displaying the IeiiFlli of in)' 
dribe, dist:ince to hazards, :ind actu;il f ln k locutioii (pin I)lacemcntj. 
Wocltl it iriiprove my scorc? Pcrhaps that's n side issue: :it  he \'cry lc:ii>t i t  
wotiltl kcep my iiiind off riiy Ziwful golf swing. 

In this issue 
So there you have it: [vi0 ideas lor eincrging tcchni)log> stocking 

stuffex Surely there are rriaiiy inore. 111 for I h C  second conscculi\ e 
Tcchiiolo~ ies. \.liir.c Kotlsoii 

once again helpcti 111:: put t1ii.s issue togethrr. uiitl in! Ihiii1k-s 20 o i i l  io him 
and the rcuiewers for he i r  erforth. Although there is no mention of ~'L~LIL/.> 

shavers or GPS golfaids, we hope you will find lhc issue uscl'tii for lurori;il 
iricws on some olher iinportaril enicrginp technologies which ccrininl!. 
a k c t  the quclity of our lives. 

The rcst is up to Sai1t;i. 
.StPlY~ fill-ko ricA 

Editor 

6iiicrginF tcchnologies may release eiitllcss possibilities I'or today's conirol 
engineers. Cowr iinngc copyri~lit Jrm-Frnncois I'oclcb in;Thi. l m o y  Umik. 


