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As an extension of Pawlak’s rough sets, rough fuzzy sets are proposed to deal with fuzzy target concept. As we know, the uncertainty
of Pawlak’s rough sets is rooted in the objects contained in the boundary region, while the uncertainty of rough fuzzy sets comes from
three regions (positive region, boundary region, and negative region). In addition, in the view of traditional uncertainty measures,
the two rough approximation spaces with the same uncertainty are not necessarily equivalent, and they cannot be distinguished.
In this paper, firstly, a fuzziness-based uncertainty measure is proposed. Meanwhile, the essence of the uncertainty for rough
fuzzy sets and its three regions in a hierarchical granular structure is revealed. Then, from the perspective of fuzzy distance, we
introduce a modified uncertainty measure based on the fuzziness-based uncertainty measure and present that our method not
only is strictly monotonic with finer approximation spaces, but also can distinguish the two rough approximation spaces with
the same uncertainty. Finally, a case study is introduced to demonstrate that the modified uncertainty measure is more suitable for
evaluating the significance of attributes. These works are useful for further study on rough sets theory and promote the development

of uncertain artificial intelligence.

1. Introduction

The rough sets introduced by Pawlak [1, 2] have been
demonstrated as an effective tool to handle uncertain infor-
mation by using the given information granulations [3-5].
An uncertain concept can be described by a pair of lower
and upper approximation sets. And three disjoint regions
are constructed in a rough approximation space. Generally
speaking, the target concepts in Pawlak's rough sets are
usually accurate and crisp. For a decision-making problem,
there are only two states which are opposite and disjoint
each other for a crisp concept. For example, in the decision-
making problems of diagnosis analysis, there are only two
states of Yes or No for a patient. That is, a patient is either
diseased or not diseased. However, in many real decision-
making applications, the states of the target concept may be
uncertain and fuzzy in practice. To address this problem, the
rough fuzzy sets (RFS) [6-8] are proposed to deal with the

target concept which is usually fuzzy or uncertain. In rough
fuzzy sets, the lower and upper approximation fuzzy sets are
considered as two boundary fuzzy sets of the target concept.

Probabilistic rough fuzzy set model [9], based on the aver-
age membership degree, classifies an approximation space
into positive region, boundary region, and negative region by
setting a pair of threshold (&, ) (0 < f < « < 1). Similar
to the probabilistic rough sets, the rough fuzzy sets also have
a good fault-tolerance. It is well known that the uncertainty
of classical rough sets is only rooted in the boundary region,
while the uncertainty of rough fuzzy sets not only comes from
the boundary region, but also comes from the negative or
positive regions, because the membership degrees of these
objects in the negative or positive regions are not completely
equal to 1 or 0. From the viewpoint of hierarchical quotient
space [10, 11], with the increase of information, not only
the objects in the boundary region, but also the objects in
the positive region and negative region will be reclassified.
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Therefore, for rough fuzzy sets, the uncertainty comes from
three regions and is not monotonic with finer knowledge
spaces.

As a new methodology for simulating human cognitive
mechanism, granular computing (GrC) is regarded as an
umbrella covering the theories, methodologies, techniques,
and tools in artificial intelligence [12-17]. From the viewpoint
of GrC, the certainty and uncertainty of knowledge can be
transformed for each other at a certain granularity level
[18]. As the main GrC models, fuzzy sets [19], rough sets
[1], quotient space [10], and cloud model [20] realize the
representation and transformation of uncertain knowledge
from the different views. The uncertainty measure plays an
important role in acquiring rules from information system
and it is helpful in evaluating attribute weight in attribute
reduction. Wierman [21] first introduced an axiomatic defini-
tion of knowledge granularity to measure the uncertainty in
information system. Yao [22] presented a so-called expected
granularity (EG) class that provides a family of uncertain
measure. Besides, there are various uncertain measures, such
as fuzziness [23, 24], rough entropy [25], inclusion degree
[26], roughness [27], and knowledge distance [28, 29].

The uncertain measure of rough fuzzy sets model has
drawn many researchers’ attention, because it can reflect the
quality of acquiring rules from information system. Guo and
Mi [30] proposed a fuzziness measure of rough fuzzy sets
based on the conditional entropy. By using new lower and
upper approximation operators, Beg and Rashid [31] pro-
posed a modified soft rough fuzzy set model, which provide
better approximations of undefinable sets. Based on rough
entropy and information entropy, Wang [32] introduced a
method address the uncertainty measure of rough fuzzy sets.
Combining the rough degree with the rough entropy, Qin
[33] proposed a new rough entropy that is strictly monotonic
with finer approximation space. Sun [34, 35] introduced an
uncertainty measure for generalized rough fuzzy sets based
on the Shannon entropy, which is effective and suitable for
evaluating the roughness and accuracy of a generalized rough
fuzzy sets. From the perspective of distance, Hu [36] studied
the roughness measure of rough fuzzy sets and applied
it to incomplete information systems with fuzzy decision.
However, there are still several shortcomings in the current
research on uncertainty measure of rough fuzzy sets as
follows: (i) lack of theoretical analysis on the change rules
of uncertainty of RFS in a hierarchical granular structure.
For example, in many practical applications, such as medical
diagnosis [37], decision-making [38], and feature selection
[39], the analysis on the uncertainty of three regions with
changing knowledge spaces is helpful in improving the
decision quality. (ii) In the view of traditional uncertainty
measures, two rough approximation spaces with the same
uncertainty are not necessarily equivalent and the difference
between them is difficult to reflect. Actually, in some cases,
such as granularity selection, attribute reduction, and multi-
granularity construction, we usually need to discriminate
the two rough approximation spaces. To solve the above
problems, in this paper, from the perspective of fuzzy dis-
tance, we propose a modified uncertainty measure based on
fuzziness.
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The rest of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2
presents many preliminary concepts such as rough fuzzy sets,
step fuzzy set, average membership degree, average fuzzy
set, and probabilistic rough fuzzy sets, etc. In Section 3, a
basic uncertainty measure based on fuzziness is proposed
to investigate the changing rules of uncertainty of RFS in a
hierarchical granular structure. In Section 4, in the view of
fuzzy distance, a modified uncertainty measure is presented.
In Section 5, an illustrative example is conducted to verify
the effectiveness of the proposed method. In Section 6,
conclusions are drawn.

2. Preliminaries

In order to facilitate the description of this paper, many basic
concepts are reviewed briefly in this section. In this paper,
we denote an information system by S = (U,C U D,V, f),
where U is a nonempty finite domain, C is the set of condition
attributes, D is the decision attribute, V is the set of all
attribute values, and f: U x C is an information function.

Definition 1 (rough sets [1, 2]). Given an information system
§=(U,CUD,V, f),RcC,and X ¢ U, the lower and upper
approximation sets of X are defined as follows:

R(X)={xeU|[x]g € X},
_ @
R(X)={xeU|[x]gn X + ¢}.

where [x]; denotes the equivalence class induced by U/R,
namely, U/R = {[x]g} = {[x], (], [¥],,}

For simplicity, let [x]z = [x] in case of confusion. If
R(X) = R(X), X is a definable set; otherwise X is a rough set.
Universe U is divided by positive region, boundary region,
and negative region, then the three regions can be defined,
respectively, as follows:

POS, (X) =R(X),
BND (X) = R(X) - R(X), (2)
NEGg (X) =U - R(X).

In this paper, a partition space U/R is also called a
knowledge space or granularity space. If R, R, € C, U/R; =
{p1> prr---> it and U/R, = {q,955--->4,,) are two knowl-
edge spaces. IfqueU/Rz(EIP,_E[]/R1 (q; € pi)), then U/R, is finer
than U/R,, denoted by U/R,<U/R;. IqujeU/Rz(EIpﬁU/R1 (g; €
pi)), then U/R, is strictly finer than U/R;, denoted by U/R, <
U/R,.

Definition 2 (rough fuzzy sets [6-8]). Given an information
system S = (U,CUD,V, f), R € C and X is a fuzzy set
on U, then the lower and upper approximation sets of X can
be defined as a pair of fuzzy sets, R(X) and R(X). And their
membership functions are defined as follows:

pg (x) = inf {py () | y € [x]g}, Vx €U, )
3
pr(x) =sup{ux (y) | y € [xlg}, VxeU,
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where [x]; denotes the equivalence class induced by the
equivalence relation U/R. If R(X) = R(X), then X is a
definable fuzzy set; otherwise X is a rough fuzzy sets.

Definition 3 (step fuzzy set [40]). Given an information
system S = (U,CUD,V, f), C denotes an attribute set. R € C
and X is a fuzzy set on U. U/R = {[x];, [x],,...,[x];} is a
partition space, where [x]; = {xil,xiz, .. ,xit_} i=12,...,]
andt; +1, + -+, =|U|, Xisafuzzy seton U. If iy (x; ) =
px(x;) = =px(x; ) = (0<¢<1i=12,...,]),then
X is a step fuzzy set on U/R.

Definition 4 (average membership degree [40]). Given an
information system S = (U,C U D,V, f), R ¢ C and
X is a fuzzy set on U, U/R = {[x]},[x],...,[x];} is a
partition space. Vx € [x];, where i = 1,2,...,, u(x) =
p(lx]) = Yicp, #(x)/1[x];], then we call that p(x) is the
average membership degree.

In Definition 4, p(x) is the average membership degree
that an object x € [x];, i = 1,2,...,] belongs to the fuzzy
concept X. 1-(x) is the average membership degree that an
object x € [x];,i = 1,2,...,1, belongs to the fuzzy concept
X. From the perspective of probability statistics, z2(x) can be
understood as the probability that an equivalent class [x];, i =
1,2,...,1, belongs to the fuzzy concept X. Similarly, 1 — z(x)
can be understood as the probability that an equivalent class
[x];i=1,2,...,1, belongs to the fuzzy concept X.

Definition 5 (average fuzzy set [41]). Given an information
system S = (U,CUD,V, f), R € Cand X is a fuzzy set on U,
U/R = {[x];, [x],, ..., [x];} is a partition space, where [x]; =
{xinxi,..x t (=12,....0)andt, +t, +---+ 4, =|U[, X
is a fuzzy set onU. I px(x;) = pye (3) = -+ = py (xi:,-) =
A((x]) = Yo, #/Ix ] i = 1,2,...,1, where X* is a
fuzzy set on U, then we call X™ is the average fuzzy set of X.

Example 6. Given an information system S = (U, CUD,V, f),
R c C X =0.1/x; +02/x, +05/x3 +0.6/x, + 1/x5 +
1/x6 + 0.7/x; + 0.3/xg + 0.2/x4 is a fuzzy set on U; U/R =
{{x1, x5} 135 x40 X515 {x65 X7}, {5, X9}, then

01 01 05 05 05 ﬂ+ﬂ

RX)=—+—+ —+ =
X1 Xy X3 X4 X5 Xg o Xy
0.2 0.2
+—+—,
Xg X9
- 0.2 0.2 1 1 1 1 1 03
RX)=—+—+—+—+—+ —+ —+ —
X, Xy X3 Xy X5 Xg Xy Xg
4)
0.3
+—,
X9
% 0.15 0.15 0.7 07 0.7 0.85
RX)="—7+—+—+—+—+—

X1 X5 X3 Xy Xs X6

0.85 0.25 0.25
+—t — + —.
X7 Xg X9

Definition 7 (probabilistic rough fuzzy sets [9]). Given an
information system S = (U,C U D,V, f) with a pair of
threshold &, (0 < B < « < 1), R € C and X is a fuzzy
set on U, the lower and upper approximation sets of X are
defined as follows:

R*P (X) = {x €Ul a(x]) 2 of,

() ©)

R (X)={xeU|a(x]) > B}

Universe U is divided by positive region, boundary region,
and negative region, which can be defined as follows:

POSEP (X) = {x e U | G ([x]) = a} = R*P (X),
BNDP (X) = {x e U | B < F([x]) < &
- R*P (x) - R*P (x), (6)

NEGSP (X) = {x e U | B ([x)) < B}

—(a.p)

~U-RPx).

Definition 8 (granularity measure [21, 22, 42]). Suppose U is
finite and nonempty universe. A function m : 2Y — Risa
granularity measure if it satisfies the following conditions for
any P,Q € 2Y:

1) m(x) = 0.

(2) P c Q= m(P) < m(Q).

(3) P=,Q = m(P) = m(Q).

where =, denotes there is a bijection from P to Q.

Definition 9 (knowledge granulation [25]). Given an infor-
mation system S = (U,CU D,V,f),R € C,and X is a
fuzzy set on U, U/R = {[x]}, [x],,...,[x];}. The knowledge
granulation of U/R is defined as follows:

1 2
Zi:I |[x]z| ) (7)

GK (R) = OF

Obviously, 1/|U| < GK(R) < 1 forany R ¢ C.

Definition 10 (fuzziness [43]). Suppose U = (xy, %5, ..., X,)
be a finite universe, A and B be two fuzzy sets on U, if H :
F(U) — [0, 1] satisfies the following conditions:

(1) Ifand only if A € P(U), H(A) = 0.

(2) Ifand only if Vx; € U and A(x;) = 1/2, H(A) = 1.

(3) Vx; € U, if B(x;) < A(x;) < 1/2 or B(x;) = A(x;) =
1/2, then H(B) < H(A).

(4) VA € F(U), H(A) = H(A).
where H(e) is called the fuzziness of a fuzzy subset.

Definition 11 (distance between two fuzzy sets [44]). A real
function d : F(U) x F(U) — R" satisfies the following
conditions:



(1) VA, B € F(U), d(A, B) = d(B, A).
(2) VA € E(U), d(A, A) = 0.
(3) VA € F(U), d(A,~ A) = maxy, pepd(A, B).

(4) VA,B,C € F(U),if A € B C C, then d(A,B) <
d(A,C) and d(B,C) < d(A, C).

Then, d(e, ) is a distance measurement.

3. A Basic Fuzziness-Based
Uncertainty Measure

In the RFS model, the uncertainty usually comes from three
regions at each granularity, because the objects in a positive
or negative region are uncertain. Namely, the membership
degrees of these objects may be not necessarily equal to 0
or 1. With the adding attributes, the objects in the negative
or positive regions may be reclassified and the three disjoint
regions will be changed. As a result, the uncertainty at each
granularity in RFS model will be changed accordingly. In this
section, we will pay attention to analyze the change rules of
the uncertainty of RFS in the changing knowledge spaces.

Research on uncertainty of RFS is very useful in approxi-
mate knowledge acquisition. Based on Definition 10, there are
various fuzziness formulas proposed by many researchers. In
this paper, we choose the fuzziness formula presented in [30]
as follows:

H0 =23 u) 0 -ut). ®

According to the analysis in Section 1, the uncertainty of
a target concept in RFS comes from three regions: positive
region, negative region. and boundary region; that is to say,

He ()= 23 () (- ()

=%Z

xePOS&P (x)

P2 Y RW-F)

xeNEGEP (x) )

4
+; Z

xeBNDP (X)

#(x) (1-p )

wx) (1-p )

= H(POSyP (X)) + H (NEGEP (X))
+H (BNDP (X))

Obviously, given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f), R ¢ C and X is a fuzzy set on U, the following
properties hold for Hy(X):

(1) 0 < Hp(X) < 1.

(2) Hx(X) does not decrease with respect to « and does
not increase with respect to f.
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Therefore, the advantage of this method is independent of
thresholds («, f3).

Lemma 12. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f), R, € R, < C. X is a fuzzy set on U, U/R, =
{py> Prr--s iy and UJ/R, = {q1,95--->qy)- If a granule
p; G = 1,2,...,1) which is subdivided into many finer
subgranules Gip iy -+ iy, by AR = R, — Ry, and u(q; ) =

P(qz’) == ﬁ(qimi) = u, then u(p;) = p.

Proof. Obviously, zu(p;) = (Ig; |/1p:Delq; )+(lq; 1 /1 p:Delg;, )+
<+ gy, 1D, ), i 5(d;) = H(g;) = - = flg;,) =
Y;> because |p;| = Iqill + Iqizl + oo+ |‘1imi|’ then p(p;) =
(la; 1/1p;De + (i, /1 pil)p + - -~ + (Ug;, /1 piDps- O

From Lemma 12, if the granule on the coarser granularity
is subdivided into many finer subgranules with the same
membership degree on the finer granularity, then the mem-
bership degree of the equivalence class is equal to the one of
its subequivalence classes.

Theorem 13. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f), R, € R, < C. X is a fuzzy set on U, U/R, =
{p1> P> Py and U/R, = {q1, 955 . -> G} If only granule
p; G = 1,2,...,1) is subdivided into many finer subgranules
9> 49, > 4, by AR = R, - R, and p(q;) = p(g;,) = -+ =
ﬁ(qimi ), then Hy (X) = Hp (X).

Proof. From Lemma 12, Theorem 13 is easy to prove. O

From Theorem 13, we can conclude that the uncertainty
will remain unchanged if the granules on the coarser gran-
ularity which are subdivided into many finer subgranules by
equal proportion on the finer granularity.

Theorem 14. Given information system S = (U,C U D,V, f),
R, ¢ Cand R, ¢ C. X is a fuzzy set on U. If R; <
R,, Hg (X) > Hp (X) holds.

Proof. LetU = {x1,x,,...,x,} be a nonempty finite domain,
U/R, = {p1, Ps>---» py and U/R, = {q,, 93> - - ->q,,,}- Because
R, < R,, U/R,<U/R,. According to the conditions, for
simplicity, suppose only one granule p; can be subdivided
into two finer subgranules (the more complicated cases can
be transformed into this case, so we will not repeat them
here). Without loss of generality, let p; = g, U g, p, =
93 P3 = qo Pr = G (m = 1+ 1); namely, U/R, =
{91> 92> P2> P35+ - > P} We will prove this theorem in the
following:

AHp, g, = Hg, (X) — Hg, (X)
=2 @) (-7 (p) )
(10)
—w(a) (17 (qr)) 4| -7 (q2) (1= 7 (42)) |42])

=2 (| B (@)’ + laol (@) - I E (1))
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Because fi(py) = (Iq,1/1pDA(q)) + (g:1/1pDE(q,), B(p)* =
(g */1pPEg)* + 20 llgol/ 10, )Bq)B(g,) + (Ig,1°/

|p1P(g,).
We have

AHR] _RZ

4|‘11| |‘h|

n|pif”

_ a9l G o) (g 0.

n|p.[’
Thus, Hp (X) > Hpg (X), where Hp (X) = Hpg, (X) when
#(qy) = p(q,)- O

From Theorem 14, we know that the total uncertainty will
monotonically decrease with finer granularity in RFS model.

(f(a,)" - 20 (q) A (a,) + i (9))") W

Theorem 15. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f), forany0 < B < a« < 1, R, € CandR, < C.
X is a fuzzy set on U. If R, < R, and only the granules
containing in POS;;XI’I;)(X) are subdivided into many finer
equivalence classes by the attribute increment AR = R, — R;,

then H(BND;T"B)(X)) < H(BNDﬁgjﬁ)(X)) hold.

Proof. LetU = {x1,x,,...,x,} be a nonempty finite domain,
U/R, = {p1> Ps---> P} because R, < R,, U/R,<U/R,.
According to the conditions, for simplicity, suppose only one
granule p; can be subdivided into two finer subgranules by
AR = R,—R, (the more complicated cases can be transformed
into this case, so we will not repeat them here). Without loss
of generality, let p, = q,Uqy, p, = q3, 3 = s> P1 =Gy (M =
I+ 1); namely, U/R, = {qy, s> P> P3>---> P1}- We will prove
this theorem in three cases in the following.

Casel. Iffi(q,) < fandfi(g,) < B, namely, g, € NEGy" (X)
and q, € NEGSP(X), BND{™)(x) = BND™(x).

UER p3 = qs pl dm (m = I+ 1):

Because p, =
H(BNDEQ””(X)) - H(BNDﬁg‘;’ﬁ)(X)).

Case 2. 1ffi(qy) > aand i(g,) < B, namely, g, € POSE™" (X)
and 9> C NEGE:;’I;)(X)) BNDEPI;I)(X) — BNDgXZz’ﬁz)(X)

Because p, = g3 ps 9s Pi G (m =1+ 1),
H(BND}P(X)) = H(BND P (X)).
Case 3. If B < u(q,) < « and p(g,) < B, namely, g, <

BNDP(X) and g, ¢ NEG" (X), then BND"P(X) =
BND™(X) U q;, H(BNDP(X)) = H(BNDyP (X)) +
H(q,) > H(BND{P(X)). O

Theorem 16. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f), forany0 < B < a« < 1, R, € CandR, < C.
X is a fuzzy set on U. If R, € R, and only the granules

containing in NEth’ﬁ)(X) are subdivided into many finer

equivalence classes by the attribute increment AR = R, — R,,
then H(BND; " (X)) < H(BND}tP(X)) hold.

Proof. Similar to Theorem 15, Theorem 16 is easy to prove.
O

According to Theorems 15 and 16, the uncertainty of
boundary region will increase only when the equivalence
classes contained in negative region or positive region are
subdivided with finer granularity in RFS model. This is not
in line with human cognitive habits.

Theorem 17. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f), forany0 < B <« < 1,R; € CandR, < C.
X is a fuzzy set on U. If R, < R, and only the granules
containing in BND;S"B)(X) are subdivided into many finer
equivalence classes by the attribute increment AR = R, — R,,

then H(BND " (X)) = H(BND{tP(X)) hold.

Proof. LetU = {x, x,,...,x,} be a nonempty finite domain,
U/R, = 1{p1 Ps>---»pyand U/R, = {q,, G55 - - -»q,,}- Because
R, < R,, U/R,<U/R,. According to the condition, for
simplicity, suppose only one granule p; can be subdivided
into two finer subgranules by AR = R, — R; (the more
complicated cases can be transformed into this case, so we
will not repeat them here). Without loss of generality, let

P =@ U4y Py =43 P3 = o P = Gy (M =1+ 1), namely,
U/R, = 141,92 P2> P3>---» P1}- We will prove this theorem in
four cases in the following.

Case . If B < u(q;) < aand B < u(q,) < «, namely,
q, € BND%’”(X) and q, € BNDgxz’ﬁ)(X), BNDgi"ﬁl)(X) -
BND{#(X). Because p, = s, ps = 4 Pi = Gy (m = 1+1),
H(BND}P(xX)) = H(BND P (X)).

Case2. Iffi(q,) > aand fi(q,) < B, namely, g, < POSE(X)
and q < NEG;O:’I;)(X)’ BND;O?’ﬁI)(X) N BND;O?’I;Z)(X),

Because p, = g3, p3 = qu P G (m = 1+ 1),
H(BND}P(X)) > H(BND P (X)).

Case 3. If f < u(q;) < « and u(g,) > o, namely, q,
¢ BNDP(X) and g, ¢ POSgP(X), BNDGP)(X) >
BND](;‘;’IBZ)(X).Becausep2 =qs, P3 = qu D1 = G (M =1+1),
H(BNDﬁg’ﬁ)(X)) > H(BND;O:’I;)(X)).

Case 4. B < wu(q,) < « and p(g,) < P, namely, q; <
BND;O:’I;)(X) and q, ¢ NEG;';’@(X), BND;fl’ﬁl)(X) >
BND{#(X). Because p, = ds, ps = 4 P1 = Gy (m = 1+1),
H(BND}P(X)) > H(BND P (X)). m

According to Theorem 17, the uncertainty of boundary

region will decrease when only the equivalence classes
contained in boundary region are subdivided with finer



granularity in RFS model. This is in line with human cognitive
habits.

Theorem 18. Given an information system S
D,V,f), R € C, X is a fuzzy set on U. If 0 <
o, <« < 1, then the following properties hold:

= (UCuU
B < B <

(1) H(BNDS (X)) > H(BND> (X)),
(2) H(POSY>P) (X)) > H(POSE (X)),
(3) HINEGS™ (X)) > H(NEGP)(X).

Proof. Obviously, some of the equivalence classes in positive
region will be assigned to the boundary region as parame-

ter o increases, so H (POS;“’ﬁ )(X)) will decrease. Similarly,
some of the equivalence classes in negative region will be
assigned to the boundary region as parameter 3 decreases,

so H (NEG;“’ﬁ )(X)) will decrease. Some of the equivalence
classes in boundary region will be assigned to the negative
region or positive region as parameter « increases and

parameter f3 decreases, so H (BND;“’ﬁ )(X )) will decrease. [

Theorem 18 indicates that the uncertainty of positive
region monotonically decreases as parameter « increases, the
uncertainty of negative region monotonically decreases as
parameter 3 decreases, and uncertainty of boundary region
monotonically increases with increasing o and decreasing f3.

Note. As to the monotonicity of Hp(X), it can be used for
measuring uncertainty in RFS to a certain degree. However,
there still exist some deficiencies about Hyx(X); for example, it
cannot provide enough information, which will be discussed
in the following section.

4. Modified Uncertainty Measure of
Rough Fuzzy Sets

According to the above discussion, Hg(X) is monotonic
with finer approximation spaces in a hierarchical granular
structure, which can reflect the change rules of uncertainty
in RFS to a certain extent. However, there exist some
deficiencies about Hp(X). On the one hand, Hz(X) does not
provide enough information that is caused by the uncertainty
related to the granularity of partitions. This limitation will be
revealed by Example 19 in this section. One the other hand,
Hp(X) cannot supply enough information to characterize
the two approximation spaces with the same fuzziness. In
particualr, the latter is very important for evaluating the
attribute significance in attribute reduct.

Example 19. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D, V, f), where U = {xy,x,, %3, X4, X5, X, X7}, R, R, €
Cand X = 03/x; + 05/x, + 0.7/x5 + 09/x, +
0.8/x5 + 0.5/xs + 0.2/x, is a fuzzy set on U. Sup-
pose that U/R, = {{x},x,, x5}, {x4 x5, x5, %71}, U/R, =
{{XZ},{XI,X3},{X4,X5,X6,X7}}, and U/C = {{xz}’{xlax3})
{x4, x5} {x6, x5 1}
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According to formula (8), we have
Hp (X) = Hg, (X) = 0.977. (12)

Therefore, Hp(X) cannot reflect the uncertainty caused by the
granularity of partition.

To overcome this limitation, we modify formula (8) based
on the idea of combination entropy and combination gran-
ulation [42, 45], and the definition of combined fuzziness-
based uncertainty measure is as follows.

Definition 20. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V, f), and X is a fuzzy set on U. The combined fuzziness-
based uncertainty measure is defined as follows:

CHp (X) = Hg (X) * GK (R). (13)

Theorem 21 (see [25]). Given an information system S

Nl

(U,CU D,V, f), and X is a fuzzy set on U. If R; C R,
C, GK(R,) > GK(R,) holds.
Theorem 22. Given an information system S = (U,C U

Vv

D,V, f), X is a fuzzy set on U. If Ry C R, € C, CHg (X)
CHpg,(X) holds.

Proof. If R, ¢ R, < C, we have GK(R;) > GK(R,)
and Hp (X) > Hpg (X) by Theorem 21 and Theorem 14,
respectively. Then, we obtain CH R, (X)>CH Rz(X ). O

According to Theorem 22, the combined fuzziness-based
uncertainty in Definition 20 is more accurate than the basic
fuzziness-based uncertainty, since it is equipped with strict
monotonicity.

Example 19 (continued). We have

CHp, (X) = 0.498,
(14)
CHp, (X) = 0.418.

Obviously, CHpg, (X) > CH RZ(X).

Thus, U/R, < U/R; = CHp (X) < CHp (X).

In some special cases, the two rough approximation
spaces with the same uncertainty are not necessarily equal.
Consequently, it is hard to distinguish them, which is impor-
tant to evaluate the attribute significance in attribute reduc-
tion. Therefore, it is necessary to further modify formula
(13). Firstly, based on Definition 11, we have the following
definition.

Definition 23 (fuzzy distance). Given an information system
S =(U,CuD,V, ), R,,R, < C,and X is a fuzzy set on U.

U/R, = {pi> pr>--->pi and U/R, = {q1, 45> - - > G} are two
rough approximation spaces on X. Then, the fuzzy distance
between U/R, and U/R, is defined as follows:

U U\ 1 U U U U
o) i e(mw) 2(mg) ©
R’R,) 2 R’R, R’R,

where

U U
D, <R_’R_) -
1 2

2 1/2
(. (A”B] (x;) - Ur, (xi))2> (16)

1

sl
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and

U U 1 (v 2
2.(2 L)% (E - ) - 0

i=1

Theorem 24. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f), R, € C, R, € C,and Ry € C, and X is a fuzzy set
onU.IfR, € R, € Ry, D(U/R, ,U/R, ) < D(U/R, ,U/R; )
holds.

Proof. LetU = {x1,x,,...,x,} bea nonempty finite universe;
U/Ry ={pys Pos---» b UIRy = {41, Gy5 - - G}, and U/R; =
{ri,ry,...,1}. Because Ry € R, € R;, U/R<U/R,<U/R;.
According to the condition, for simplicity, suppose only one
granule p, can be subdivided into two finer subgranules and
q, by AR = R, —R, and only one granule g, can be subdivided
into two finer subgranules r, and r, by AR = R; — R, (the
more complicated cases can be transformed into this case, so
we will not repeat them here). Without loss of generality, let

P1=@1Vq» Pr=q3 P3=Gqu--> P =G (m=1+1),q, =
rUry, gy = 13,43 = y...,q, = 1y (s = m + 1), namely,

U/Ry ={q1, Q2> 2> P3>--> D1} UIRy = {11312, 42, G35 -+, G-
Then, we have

()7 (z (1, ()~ b, (x»)Z)m

i=1

= % ((”_Rl (p1) - YR, (%))2 |‘h|

o, (), @) o)

. 1/2
D, (12]1 ;]3) ! (Z(V& (x:) — b, (xi))2> 1)

i=1

= % ((/431 (p1) - UR, (”1))2 Ir|
+ (/431 (p1) - UR, (”2))2 |Tz|
+ (‘“Bl (p1) - YR, (”3))2 lral)l/z

Because g, = 13, (ug (P1)
,UR (7’3))2|T3|

From Definition 2, up (p1) — g, (91) < pig (p1) =
and pg (p1) — pig (q)) < pg (p1) — pig, (1)

Because q, = r, Ury, (ug, (Pl)_#gz(%))2|%| < (pg, (p1) -

g (r)VIr | + (g, (1) — i (r) I .
Thus, AD = D,(U/R,,U/R;) - D,;(U/R,,U/R,) > 0.
Then, we have

U U U U
p(LY)en (L9).
Rl RZ Rl R3

Similarly, one can draw

b (LL)en,(LY).
Rl RZ Rl R3

- !432(‘12))2|‘12| = (ug, (p1) -

UR, ()

7
Therefore, we have
U U U U
D<—,—)SD<—,—). (21)
R, R, Ry R,
O

From Theorem 24, we can easily find that formula (15) in
Definition 23 is a distance measurement between two fuzzy
sets, because it satisfies all conditions of Definition 11. Thus,
formula (15) is able to characterize the difference between two
rough approximation spaces. Then, we have the definition of
the improved uncertainty measure as follows.

Definition 25. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V, f), R, € Cand R, € C, and X is a fuzzy set on U. The
improved fuzziness-based uncertainty measure is defined as

follows:
(CHR (X) + D(i g)) (22)

Theorem 26. Given an information system S = (U,C U D,
V, f), and X is a fuzzy set on U. If R; C R, € C, UNCy (X) >
UNCRz(X) holds.

UNCg (X) =

Proof. If U/R, < U/R,, we have CHg (X) > CHp (X) by
Theorem 22. According to Theorem 24, we have D(U/R,,
U/C) = D(U/R,U/C). Then, we obtain UNCp (X) >
UNCRz(X). O

From Theorem 26, we learn that the modified fuzziness-
based uncertainty in Definition 25 is also strictly monotonic
with finer granularity.

Theorem 27. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f), R ¢ C, and X is a fuzzy set on U. Then, 0 <

UNCEP(X) < 1.

Example 19(continued). We have

R,’C
U U
p,(L.0) =06
R,’C
U U
b, (VU)o
R,’C
U U
DZ (R—, E) = 04,
2 (23)
D (E, H) =0.54,
R,’C
D(4g)=-05
R,’C
1
UNCy, (X) = S (0.498 + 0.54) = 0.519,
1
UNCy, (X) = > (0.418 + 0.5) = 0.459,

Obviously, UNCy, (X) > UNCRZ(X).



Thus, U/R, < U/R, = UNCg (X) > UNCy (X).

Theorem 28. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f), forany0 < B < a < 1, R € C, X is a fuzzy set
onU.If0 < B, < B, < &, < & < 1, then the following
properties hold:

(1) UNC(BND*P)(X)) > UNC(BND*)(X)).
(2) UNC(POS$™" (X)) = UNC(POSE(X).

(3) UNC(NEGY"™ (X)) = UNC(NEGS (X)),

Proof. Because GK(R) and D(U/R,U/C) are independent of
« and f3, according to Theorem 18, Theorem 28 obviously
holds. O

In the next section, we will present the advantages
of improved fuzziness-based uncertainty on evaluating the
attribute significance for a fuzzy-target information system.

5. An Application to Fuzzy-Target
Information System

The attribute significance is an important factor in attribute
reduction. The significance of an attribute is obtained by the
change value of uncertainty when the attribute is removed
from the whole attribute set. The larger the change is, the
more the significance of the attribute is.

Definition 29. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f),r € C, and X is a fuzzy set on U, the attribute
significance of r can be defined as

Sigy (r,C, D) = He_iyy (X) = He (X)) (24)

Definition 30. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V, f), r € C, and X is a fuzzy set on U, the attribute
significance of r can be defined as

Sigey (r,C, D) = CHe_y,y (X) = CH (X)) (25)

Definition 31. Given an information system S = (U,C U
D,V,f),r € C, and X is a fuzzy set on U, the attribute
significance of » can be defined as

Sigunc (r,C, D) = UNCq_yy (X) ~UNC¢ (X).  (26)

In this section, we will present an example to illustrate
the application of the modified fuzziness-based uncertainty
to a fuzzy-target information table shown in Table 1 which is
artificial to address issues.

Example 32. From Table 1, we have U = {x,, x5, X3, X4, X5,
X6 X7, Xg> X9, X10y and X = 0.1/x; +0.2/x, +0.5/x5+0.5/x, +
0.5/x5+0.6/x¢+0.7/x; +0.8/x5 + 0.9/x9 + 0.2/ x,,. Suppose
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TABLE 1: A fuzzy-target information table.

Object [ I G D
x, 2 1 0 01
x, 0 1 2 0.2
X 1 0 0 0.5
x, 1 0 1 05
X5 0 1 0 0.5
Xg 0 1 2 0.6
x, 0 1 2 0.7
X 2 1 0 0.8
Xo 2 1 0 0.9
X1 2 1 0 0.2

that C = c,UqUg, Ry =C—{q}, R, =C—{g}, Ry = C—{c},
then

U/C
= {{x3} > {x4} > {xs} > {xz’ X6> x7} > {xl’ Xg> X95 xlO}} >
U/R,
= s hs fxads o X6 251 {0, x50 X, X9, 30}, (27)
U/R,
= {{xss x5 {xa ) {20, x60 %7} 5 {20, X, X9, X0}
U/R; = {{x3,x4} > {xz)xs’ x6,x7} > {xl’XS’ x9’x10}} .
According to formula (8), we have
Hc (X) = I'IR1 (X) = I'IR2 (X) = I'IR3 (X) =1, (28)
Therefore, we have

Sigy (¢, C, D) = Sigy (6, C, D) = Sigy (¢;,C, D)

(29)
=0.
According to formula (13), we obtain
CHp, (X) = CHpg, (X) = 0.36,
CHp, (X) = 0.3, (30)
CH, (X) = 0.28.
Therefore,
Sigey (¢, C, D) = Sigey (¢;, C, D) = 0.08,
Sigen (¢, C, D) = 0.02. G
According to formula (22), we compute
UNCy, (X) = 0.243,
UNCy, (X) = 0.15,
(32)

UNCy, (X) =0.227,

UNC (X) = 0.14.
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TaBLE 2: Comparison between different uncertainty measure and
attribute significance.

Hy CHp UNCyg Sigy Sigen Sigunc
R, 1 0.36 0.243 0 0.08 0.103
R, 1 0.3 0.15 0 0.02 0.01
R, 1 0.36 0.227 0 0.08 0.087
H(), ==~~~

D(U/R;,C)
D(U/R;,C)

FIGURE 1: Explanation of modified uncertainty measure.

Therefore, we have
Sigunc (¢,C, D) = 0.103,
Sigunc (6, C, D) = 0.01, (33)

Sigunc (6, C, D) = 0.087.

For convenience, the above results are listed in Table 2.
From Table 2, we can obtain the following conclusions: (i) the
three rough approximation spaces U/R,,U/R,,U/R; cannot
be discriminated by Hp; (ii) the CHp (X) is different from
CHRI(X) and CHRS(X); (iii) although CHp, (X) = CHRS(X),
UNCy can distinguish U/R, and U/R;. Furthermore, the
attribute significance of R;, R,, R; based on the above uncer-
tainty measures is listed in Table 2.

The above conclusions can be further described intu-
itively by Figure 1. The dashed ellipse denotes the basic
fuzziness-based uncertainty measure Hy (X). The solid ellipse
denotes the combined fuzziness-based uncertainty measure
CHg(X). The red, green, blue, and black dots denote the
rough approximation spaces U/R,, U/R,, U/R;, and U/C,
respectively. Herein, U/R;, U/R,, and U/R; appear on the
dashed ellipse, because HRI(X) = HRZ(X) = HRS(X);
however, only U/R, and U/R; appear in the solid ellipse,
because CHp, (X) # CHpg, (X) = CHRS(X). Furthermore,
U/R, and U/R; will be distinguished as D(U/R,,C) +#
D(U/R;,C), leading to UNCy, (X) + UNCRS(X).

Hence, according to the above results, if we take CHy(X)
to compute the attribute significance, the significance of
¢ and ¢ is equal, because CHy (X) = CHp (X). If we
take UNCRr(X) to compute the attribute significance, the
significance of ¢, and ¢; can be distinguished. Therefore, the
deficiency mentioned in Section 4 of the traditional uncer-
tainty measure of rough fuzzy sets is overcome effectively.

6. Conclusions

Rough fuzzy sets are able to deal with uncertain concepts,
and the uncertainty of rough fuzzy sets usually comes
from three regions. Related research on the uncertainty of
rough sets and granular computing has been presented in
our previous papers [46-48]. Based on these researches,
in this paper, a basic fuzziness-based uncertainty measure
is introduced and the essence of the fuzziness for rough
fuzzy sets and its three regions in a hierarchical granular
structure is revealed. From the perspective of fuzzy distance,
we present a modified fuzziness-based uncertainty measure
for the rough fuzzy sets. The modified measure can not only
measure the information caused by the uncertainty related to
the granularity of partitions, but also provide the information
to distinguish the two approximation spaces with the same
uncertainty. A case study is adopted to show that our method
is more suitable for evaluating the significance of attributes.
These results can also be applied to the uncertainty measure
of probabilistic rough sets. They will have a wide variety
of applications, including measuring knowledge content,
constructing decision trees and building a heuristic function
in a heuristic reduct algorithm in rough set theory.
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