
Laws and Guidelines covering the use of animals in scientific research 

Sources of Legislation and Regulations Regarding Animal Use and Procurement of Animals 

International or Multinational 
Bayne, K., Morris, T. H. & France, M. P. 2010. Legislation and oversight of the conduct of research 
using animals: a global overview. In: The UFAW Handbook on the Care and Management of 
Laboratory and Other Research Animals (Ed. by R. Hubrecht & J. Kirkwood), pp. 107–123. Oxford: 
Wiley-Blackwell. 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. 
http://www.cites.org/.  

International Air Transport Association (IATA). 2011. Live Animal Regulations (LAR). The Global 
Standard for the Transportation of Live animals by Air.  

https://www.iata.org/whatwedo/cargo/live-animals/Pages/index.aspx 

United Kingdom 
Home Office Guidance on the operation of the UK legislation on animals used in research and codes 
of practice. http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/science-research/animal-research/. 

International Union for the Conservation of Nature, IUCN, The World Conservation Union Rue 
Mauverney 28, CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland. https://www.iucn.org/resources/publications . 

Laboratory Animal Breeders Association of Great Britain. http://www.laba-uk.com/. 

Radford, M. 2001. Animal Welfare Law in Britain: Regulation and Responsibility. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press.  

United States of America 
American Association for Laboratory Animal Science. http://www.aalas.org/. 

United States Department of Agriculture. 
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalwelfare 

FELASA, the Federation of European Laboratory Animal Science Associations. http://www.felasa.eu/. 

Guide Development Committee 1988. Guide for the Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in 
Agricultural Research and Teaching. Washington, D.C.: Consortium for Developing a Guide for the 
Care and Use of Agricultural Animals in Agricultural Research and Teaching. Available from: 
Association Headquarters, 309West Clark Street, Champaign, IL 61820. 

Office for Endangered Species, U.S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, Room 430, 
4401 NFairfax Drive, Arlington, VA22203. 

PHS (Public Health Service) 1986. Public Health Service Policy on Humane Care and Use of 
Laboratory Animals. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Available 
from: Office for Protection from Research Risks, Building 31, Room 4809, NIH, Bethesda, MD 20892. 

http://www.cites.org/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/science-research/animal-research/
https://www.iucn.org/resources/publications
http://www.laba-uk.com/
http://www.aalas.org/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalwelfare
http://www.felasa.eu/


Europe 
Council of Europe. European Convention for the Protection of Vertebrate Animals Used for 
Experimental and Other Scientific Purposes 
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/EN/Treaties/Html/123.htm. 

European Union. http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/index_en.htm 

Canada 

Canadian Council on Animal Care. http://www.ccac.ca/en_/standards  
Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada, Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment 
Canada, Ottawa, ON K1A 0E7. 

The Canadian Association for Laboratory Animal Science. http://www.calas-acsal.org/. 

Australia 

National Health and Medical Research Council. Australian Code of Practice for the Care and Use of 
Animals for Scientific Purposes 8th edition (2013). Australian Government. 
https://nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/publications/australian-code-care-and-use-animals-scientific-
purposes#block-views-block-file-attachments-content-block-1 

New Zealand 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, New Zealand 1999. Animal Welfare Act 1999. Public Act 1999, 
Number 142. http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1999/0142/latest/DLM49664.html. 

Taxon-oriented Societies with Ethical or Animal Welfare Guidelines 
American Society of Mammalogists: http://www.mammalogy.org/committees/animal-care-and-
use#tab1 

Ornithological Council. https://birdnet.org/  

American Fisheries Society: https://fisheries.org/policy-media/science-guidelines/ 

American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists (ASIH). https://www.asih.org/animal-care-
guidelines 

http://www.asih.org/publications 

Animal Ethics web sites of other professional societies 

• International Society for Applied Ethology (ISAE) 
• British Psychological Society 

Funding for research into animal welfare / animal ethics 

• National Centre for the Replacement, Refinement & Reduction of Animals in Research 
(NC3Rs) 

• Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour (ASAB) 
• Universities Fedaration for Animal Welfare (UFAW) 

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/EN/Treaties/Html/123.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/animal/index_en.htm
http://www.ccac.ca/en_/standards
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http://www.mammalogy.org/committees/animal-care-and-use%23tab1
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http://www.applied-ethology.org/ethicalguidelines.htm
https://www.bps.org.uk/news-and-policy/bps-guidelines-psychologists-working-animals
http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/
http://www.nc3rs.org.uk/
http://asab.nottingham.ac.uk/grants/index.php
http://www.ufaw.org.uk/


Journals that publish animal welfare/ethics-related research 

•  Animal Behaviour   
•  Animal Welfare  
• Applied Animal Behaviour Science 

https://www.journals.elsevier.com/animal-behaviour
https://www.ufaw.org.uk/the-ufaw-journal/animal-welfare
http://www.elsevier.com/wps/find/journaldescription.cws_home/503301/description#description
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