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Union List of Artist Names ®
ULAN = names for people, corporate bodies, biography, relationships, 

other data
(e.g., Christopher Wren, Altobelli & Molins, Anp'yŏng Taegun)

ULAN

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Sofonisba_Anguissola%2C_Selvportr%C3%A6t_ved_staffeliet%2C_1556%2C_Museum_Castle_in_%C5%81a%C5%84cut.jpg



ULAN + 30%

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Sofonisba_Anguissola%2C_Selvportr%C3%A6t_ved_staffeliet%2C_1556%2C_Museum_Castle_in_%C5%81a%C5%84cut.jpg

ULAN 2020
312,553 records

ULAN 2024
402,227 records



How representative is ULAN for global catalogers and museums?

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:20th-century_maps_of_Kazakhstan#/media/File:Soviet_Union_1967_-_Kazakhstan.jpg
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ULAN: AFRICAN ARTISTS

Africa Rest of the world

Totals
Rest of ULAN: 402,020
Africa: 2,707 (.07 %)



ULAN: AFRICAN ARTISTS BY SUBREGION

North Africa Eastern Africa Middle Africa
Southern Africa Western Africa

Total: 2,707
Southern Africa: 1,027
North Africa: 756
Western Africa: 443
Eastern Africa: 346
Middle Africa: 135



ULAN: ARTISTS IN SUBREGION SOUTHERN AFRICA

Botswana Eswatini (Swaziland) Lesotho
Namibia South Africa

Totals
South Africa: 1,007*
Namibia: 16
Botswana: 3
Eswatini: 1
Lesotho: 0
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ULAN: ASIAN ARTISTS
Central Asia South Asia East Asia Southeast Asia Western Asia

Totals: 15,886
East Asia: 7,763
Western Asia: 5,346
South Asia: 1,969
Southeast Asia: 673
Central Asia: 135
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ULAN: EAST ASIAN ARTISTS
China (including Hong Kong and Macao) Taiwan
Japan Mongolia
Korea (North and South)

Totals: 7,763
Japan: 5,184
China, et al: 1,417
Korea (N and S): 1,033
Taiwan: 116
Mongolia: 13

LD4, Sept 18, 2024
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ULAN: SOUTH AMERICAN ARTISTS – 8,211 total

Argentina Bolivia Brazil Chile Colombia
Ecuador Falkland Islands French Guiana Guyana Paraguay
Peru Suriname Uruguay Venezuela

LD4, Sept 18, 2024



SOUTH AMERICAN VISUAL ARTISTS vs ARCHITECTS

Architects Visual Artists

Totals:
Architects: 4,287
Visual Artists: 3,924

LD4, Sept 18, 2024



ULAN: Central American Artists

Belize Costa Rica El Salvador Guatemala
Honduras Nicaragua Mexico Panama

Totals: 1,720
Mexico: 1,409
Guatemala: 118
Costa Rica: 69
Panama: 50
Nicaragua: 33
Honduras: 18
El Salvador: 23
Belize: 0



ULAN: Artists of the Caribbean

Antigua and Barbuda Bahamas Barbados Cuba Dominica

Dominican Republic Greneda Haiti Jamaica Saint Kitts and Nevis

Saint Lucia Saint Vincent and the Grenadines Trinidad and Tobago Aruba British Virgin Islands

Curacao Cayman Islands Puerto Rico Saint Barthelemy Sint Maarten

Saint Martin Turks and Caicos U.S. Virgin Islands

Total: 1,021
Cuba: 444
Puerto Rico: 210
Dominican Republic: 136
Haiti: 107
Jamaica: 50
Trinidad & Tobago: 35
Bahamas: 13
 + 16 nations/territories -10 



How well does ULAN represent scripted or Non-Roman languages?

الألف باء алфавит वणर्माला 字母 アルファベット αλφάβητο 알파벳

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:20th-century_maps_of_Kazakhstan#/media/File:Soviet_Union_1967_-_Kazakhstan.jpg



How well does ULAN represent scripted or Non-Roman languages?

алфавит = 83 records
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الألف باء = 64 records
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алфавит = 83 records
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الألف باء = 64 records

字母 = 227 (out of 1,414 artists)



How well does ULAN represent scripted or Non-Roman languages?

алфавит = 83 records

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:20th-century_maps_of_Kazakhstan#/media/File:Soviet_Union_1967_-_Kazakhstan.jpg

الألف باء = 64 records

字母 = 227 (out of 1,414)
アルファベット = 2,042 (out of 5,584)

알파벳 =  (482 out of 1,033)



How well does ULAN represent tribal names and origin?

“Native American” / “First Nations” = 1,907 records

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:20th-century_maps_of_Kazakhstan#/media/File:Soviet_Union_1967_-_Kazakhstan.jpg

With tribal names in biography (e.g.: “Pitt River/Paiute printmaker”) 
= 362 records



SOLUTIONS

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Sofonisba_Anguissola%2C_Selvportr%C3%A6t_ved_staffeliet%2C_1556%2C_Museum_Castle_in_%C5%81a%C5%84cut.jpg

Difficult to improve numbers 
with staff additions

Existing data sets don’t 
match formats

Existing data sets aren’t 
thesaural

Existing data sets are 
messy!

ISSUES

Find available museum data 
sets

Curate; be selective with 
additions

Actively solicit museum data 
that fills ULAN gaps

Compare with VIAF clusters



ULAN STUDY: Accuracy and incomplete life dates



ULAN STUDY: Accuracy and incomplete life dates



ULAN STUDY: Accuracy and incomplete life dates

Artists with birth dates between 1901-1929 with no death dates:
11,777

Sample data from 1908: 50 records
Result: 37 of 50 were in VIAF, Wikidata, etc

Conclusion:
Up to 8,714 records are inaccurate

Labor needed:
One editor, 174 work days, 50 records per day



PATHWAYS

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Sofonisba_Anguissola%2C_Selvportr%C3%A6t_ved_staffeliet%2C_1556%2C_Museum_Castle_in_%C5%81a%C5%84cut.jpg

The “human element”

Data from known and 
trusted sources

The Getty brand

Better, flexible, more 
detailed data at its 
best

ULAN PROS

Find available museum 
data sets

Curate; be selective with 
additions

Actively solicit museum 
data that fills ULAN gaps

Compare systematically 
against existing 

standards
Other data sets have 
ceased work



OpenRefine update



























Thank you.
Jonathan Ward

jward@getty.edu
Getty Vocabulary Program
Getty Research Institute
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