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Preface 

Oil seed sector has been one of the world’s most dynamic in recent decades, growing 
at almost double the speed of world agriculture as a whole. It covers a wide range of 
crops used not only for oil but also for direct consumption, animal feeds and a number 
of industrial uses. Oil-palm, soybean, sunflower and rapeseed account for almost 
three-quarters of world oilseed production, but olive oil, groundnut, sesame and 
coconut are also significant. The rapid expansion of production has meant that oil crops 
have accounted for a huge share of the expansion of the world's agricultural land, with a 
net increase of 75 million ha between 1974-76 and 1997-99 - this at a time when the 
area under cereals shrank by 28 million ha. 

With their high energy content, oil crops have played a key role in improving food 
energy supplies in developing countries. Just over one out of every five kilocalories 
added to consumption in the developing countries in the past two decades originated in 
this group of products. This trend looks set to continue and indeed intensify: 45 out of 
every 100 additional kilocalories in the period to 2030 may come from oilseeds. The 
rapid growth in consumption over the past few decades was accompanied by the 
emergence of several developing countries - China, India, Mexico and Pakistan, among 
others - as major and growing net importers of vegetable oils. The result has been that 
the traditional surplus of the vegetable oils/oilseeds complex in the balance of 
payments of the developing countries has turned into a deficit in recent years. This has 
happened despite the spectacular growth of exports from a few developing countries 
that have come to dominate the world export scene, namely Malaysia and Indonesia for 
palm oil and Brazil and Argentina for soybean. In most other developing countries, the 
trend towards increased imports can be expected to continue. 

Oil seed crops are important in world and the demand of oil is mounting day by day 
due to increase in population. But the efforts to promote oil seed crops are not sufficient 
to feed the hungry world. This book contains information about the oilseed crops that 
have been ignored in the past and by using this useful information the shortage of oil 
can be overcome more importantly in developing countries. 
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