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Annex I: Human Rights Watch Letter to the Ministry  
of Defense of Ukraine, September 5, 2023 
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Annex II: Response from the  
Ministry of Defense of Ukraine 

 
Department of Humanitarian Provision 
Ministry of Defense of Ukraine 
  
On the request without No. dated September 5, 2023 
  
The Department of Humanitarian Provision of Ukraine’s Defense Ministry processed a 
letter from the international non-governmental organization Human Rights Watch 
regarding ensuring the safety of educational facilities during Russia’s full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine. 
  
As informed by the General Staff of the Ukrainian Armed Forces (UAF), the Order of the 
UAF’s Supreme Commander-in-Chief “On the Decision of the Supreme Commander-in-
Chief’s Staff Meeting” dated July 26, 2022, No. 1т/ВГК regulates further non-use of 
premises of the educational facilities for the temporary accommodation of the military 
headquarters and units. 
  
It should be noted that requirements on compliane with norms of international 
humanitarian law (IHL) are prescribed in the UAF’s Statute of the Internal Service, Field 
Manuals of the Ground Forces of Ukraine, Instructions on the Implementation Procedure 
of IHL Standards in the UAF, approved by order of the Defense Ministry on March 23, 
2017 No. 164, registered in Ukraine’s Justice Ministry on June 9, 2017 under No. 
704/30572 (with amendments), etc. 
  
The distribution of knowledge on IHL, including on protecting and fulfilling children's 
rights, is carried out at all levels of the training system and among all categories of 
UAF’s servicemen. 
  
Also, according to the joint order of Ukraine’s Interior Ministry and Ukraine’s Defense 
Ministry No. 833/443 dated December 21, 2022 “On Approval of the Implementation 
Procedures of the Priority Measures of Explosives Disposal (Destruction) on the 
Territory of Ukraine and Organization of Interaction During Their Execution”, UAF’s 
engineering units carry out demining and cleaning of the areas (objects) from explosives 
as a part of the operational response on detecting such objects in the assigned to UAF’s 
units areas. 
  
Therefore, servicemen of the UAF have the necessary basic level of IHL knowledge, 
which is sufficient for planning and implementing troops’ operations, including the 
ability to distinguish between military and civilian objects and prohibited attacks. 
  
Nazim Agaev, Interim Director of the Department 
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Annex III: Human Rights Watch Letter to the Ministry of 
Defense of Ukraine, October 11, 2023 
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Annex IV: Human Rights Watch Letter to the Ministry of 
Education and Science of Ukraine, November 10, 2022 
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Annex V: Response from the Ministry of Education  
and Science of Ukraine 

 

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE OF 
UKRAINE 

Directorate of Inclusive and Out-of-School Education 
10, Peremohy Ave. Kyiv, 01135, tel. (044) 481-47-58, fax (044) 481-32-87, e-mail: dps@mon.gov.ua 

______________________________________________________________________________________
______ 

To Human Rights Watch 
kvitkak@hrw.org 

gorbuny@hrw.org. 
 
 
In reply to the Human Rights Watch letter dated November 10, 2022, 
registered with the MES on 11.11.2022 under No. 28475/0/1-22, the 
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, within its competence, 
provides available information concerning the enforcement of students' right 
to education under martial law in Ukraine. 
 
 
Annex: on 4 pages.  
 
Director General          Oleg 
YERESKO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tetiana Zaporozhets, +38 098 414 79 39 
 
 
[QR code] 
MES № 4/3387-22 of 25.11.2022 
Signed by: Yaresko Oleg Viktorovich 
Certificate: 58Е2О9Е7Е900307В04000000С7693300А9ЕС9В00  
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Annex to the letter of the Ministry of Education and Science 
From   No. 

 
Information 

concerning the enforcement of students' right to education 
under martial law in Ukraine 

 
How many schools have been damaged and destroyed since February 
24, 2022? 
 
According to the information collected by local education authorities, as of 
11.18.2022, as a result of the Russian military aggression, since February 24, 
2022 180 general secondary education institutions were completely 
destroyed in Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Zhytomyr, Zaporizhzhia, and Kyiv, 
Luhansk, Mykolaiv, Sumy, Kharkiv, Kherson and Chernihiv regions. At the 
same time, 1,119 general secondary education institutions in 19 regions and 
the city of Kyiv suffered damages. 
 
 
Concerning the repair and reconstruction of damaged or destroyed 
general secondary education institutions. 
 
Repair and reconstruction of such institutions shall be carried out at the 
expense of state and local budgets and other legal sources. 
 
Under Article 32 of the Law of Ukraine "On Local Self-Government in 
Ukraine", the management issues of educational institutions owned by or 
transferred to territorial communities are in power of their own (self-
governing) executive bodies of village, settlement, and city councils. 
 
Government authorities, civil-military administrations and local self-
government bodies, heads of education authorities and educational 
institutions, and their founders shall provide state guarantees, create a safe 
educational environment, and manage the educational process under martial 
law within their competence. 
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All students have the opportunity to get an education. 
 
 
Concerning the number of students studied in general secondary 
education institutions until February 24, 2022 
 
At the beginning of the 2021/2022 academic year, until the hostilities 
outbreak in Ukraine, there were 13,991 general secondary education 
institutions, with more than 4.2 million students. 
 
According to the information collected by the local education authorities, as 
of November 21, 2022, there are 12,915 general education institutions in 
Ukraine providing various educational services to more than 4 million 
students. 
 
 
What measures does the Ministry take to ensure the accessibility of 
schools, including for children with physical, sensory and other 
disabilities, during the repair and reconstruction of schools? How are 
persons with disabilities involved in consultations during the repair and 
reconstruction of schools? 
 
The development of an inclusive educational environment, particularly in 
educational institutions most accessible and close to the place of residence of 
persons with special educational needs, ensuring universal design and 
reasonable accommodation in educational institutions are among the 
fundamental principles of state educational policy and educational activities.  
 
Under Article 20, part 4 of the Law of Ukraine "On Education", buildings, 
facilities and premises of educational institutions and inclusive resource 
centers should meet accessibility requirements in accordance with 
construction norms and standards. 
 
Clause 25 of the Licensing Conditions for Educational Activities, approved 
by the Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine No. 1187 dated 
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December 30, 2015 (as amended by the Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers 
of Ukraine No. 365 dated March 24, 2021), states that the licensee must 
ensure the accessibility of educational premises for persons with disabilities 
and other low-mobility persons, in particular the unrestricted access to the 
building, classrooms and other facilities in accordance with state building 
codes, rules and standards. 
 
The primary regulatory act establishing the requirements for the inclusive 
educational environment is the State Construction Standards DBN V.2.2-
40:2018 "Inclusiveness of Buildings and Structures". These construction 
standards provide technical characteristics of the accessibility elements for 
persons with musculoskeletal disorders, vision and hearing disabilities, 
mental development disorders and other people with limited mobility.  
 
Unimpeded access to buildings, premises and ground areas of all educational 
institutions is required by the State Construction Standards DBN B.2.2-
3:2018 "Buildings and structures. Educational institutions" and DBN B.2.2-
4: 2018 "Buildings and structures. Pre-school educational institution". 
 
State building codes are the regulatory acts mandatory for implementation 
and consideration in the design and construction of new and reconstruction 
of existing buildings, structures, and premises of educational institutions. 
 
Compliance with these standards will make it possible to create an inclusive 
educational environment and to exercise the state-guaranteed right to quality 
and affordable education for children with special educational needs. 
 
Ensuring the accessibility of educational institutions in accordance with state 
building standards falls within the competence of local self-government 
bodies, which, in accordance with the law, control compliance with the 
requirements of laws and other normative legal acts in the field of education 
in the respective territories and make sure that citizens get a complete 
general secondary education. 
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Given the above, when restoring, reconstructing and repairing educational 
institutions, construction customers should take measures to ensure the 
educational institutions accessibility for persons with disabilities and other 
people with limited mobility in accordance with the state construction 
standards requirements. 
 
 
What measures does the Ministry put in place to ensure access to 
education for children living in areas where no schools are available? 
 
The distance learning process in educational institutions in the combat area, 
temporarily occupied territories, etc. shall be organized by the order 
(instruction) issued by the founder of the educational institution as agreed 
with the head of the military administration. 
 
All children forced to change their place of study and/or residence or 
residing in the temporarily occupied territories may continue their education 
in general secondary education institutions remotely or externally in the 
territory free of hostilities. 
 
Officials have been appointed in each region and the city of Kyiv to help 
children and their parents choose a general secondary education institution 
to continue education. 
 
Students residing in the temporarily occupied territory can also apply to the 
State Lyceum "International Ukrainian School" of the Ministry of Education 
and Science of Ukraine partners in certain countries to enroll children in 
school as external students, or directly to the State Lyceum "International 
Ukrainian School" for enrollment as external students and obtaining a 
certificate of education in the future. 
 
For the sake of care for the participants of the educational process and 
parents of students who are in the temporarily occupied territories, the 
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine has taken the measures to 
ensure the right of children to education guaranteed by the Constitution of 
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Ukraine. If a child is in the temporarily occupied territory, to continue their 
education according to the Ukrainian programs and obtaining the Ukrainian 
certificate of education in the future, they can: 

− continue studying and get the government-issued education certificate 
in the educational institution where they studied before the military 
aggression, provided that the educational process follows the 
Ukrainian state standards and curricula; 

− apply for admission to any general secondary education in the safe 
territory of Ukraine (the education authorities provide assistance in 
finding an institution); 

− if Internet access is available, it is possible to enroll in any Ukrainian 
licensed distance school online; 

− choose homeschooling in an educational institution on the territory 
controlled by Ukraine or in the institution where they studied before 
the armed aggression, provided that this institution meets the state 
standards of Ukraine; 

− in order to obtain educational certificates, they can study as external 
students and pass an annual examination in any general secondary 
education institution on the government-controlled territory of 
Ukraine (in case this educational institution provides such an 
educational service). 

 
As of 11.21.2022, 166,041 students from among internally displaced persons 
are enrolled in Ukrainian general secondary education institutions. 
 
1,044 institutions are in temporarily occupied territory. 
 
At the same time, 1,230 general secondary education institutions in the 
Ukraine-controlled territory provide educational services to more than 94 
thousand students from the temporarily occupied territories. 
 
 
What measures does the Ministry take, where necessary in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Social Policy of Ukraine, regional and local 
administrations, to provide psychosocial aid to schoolchildren and 
teachers, especially to those directly affected by the war? 
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20,413 professional psychologists are working in the Ukrainian education 
system, including 13,486 school psychologists, 6,553 social teachers, and 
374 education coordinators. 
 
Since the beginning of Russian armed aggression against Ukraine, there 
have been many requests for psychological support needed for children in 
war, for psychological assistance, including the emergency one, in 
overcoming stress, loss, grief, sorrow and suffering, for psychotherapeutic 
work with children who lost their parents, home, health and were injured, 
survived bombing, became refugees, and with internally displaced persons. 
 
Under martial law, requests to provide psychosocial and socio-educational 
assistance to children and families of internally displaced persons 
predominate. 
 
In the 2021/2022 academic year (since February 24, 2022), we received 
221,664 requests of this kind, where 44% were from children and their 
family members; 6.7% were from teachers; 4.1% were from people with 
limited mobility (people with disabilities and the elderly people). 
 
The total number of requests made to psychologists to provide psychosocial, 
social and educational aid to affected children and families during the 
hostilities in Ukraine is 446,368, where 54.5% were from children; 24.2% 
were from parents or legal representatives; 2.5% were from other family 
members; 17.2% were from educators; 1.6% were from people with low 
mobility. 
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Annex VI: Human Rights Watch Letter to the Ministry  
for Communications and Territorial Development,  

November 10, 2022 
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Annex VII: Human Rights Watch Letter to the Russian 
Ministry of Defense, September 22, 2023 
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