
 

 Ship Registration 
 

 
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE SHIP REGISTRATION ACT 1992 

 
 
 
 Is the vessel commercial or pleasure?

Commercial Pleasure

 

Does the register length 
exceed 24 metres? *  

Going overseas? You do not have 
to register but you 

can choose to 
register in Part A 

or Part B 

Is the vessel New 
Zealand-owned?

You must register 
in Part A or Part B

 

Is the vessel owned by a foreign 
national entitled to reside in New 

Zealand indefinitely under the 
Immigration Act 1987? 

You do not have to register
in New Zealand but you 
can choose to register in 

Part B 

 

Is the vessel New 
Zealand-owned? 

 

You must register 
in Part A  

 

Is the vessel on demise charter to 
a New Zealand-based operator?

 

You do not have to register 
in New Zealand but you 
can choose to register in 

Part A 

 

You are not entitled to 
New Zealand registration

 

You are not entitled to 
New Zealand registration

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes

Yes 
Yes

Yes

Yes

No 

No 

No 

No

NoNo 

* The exceptions are ships engaged on New Zealand inland waters (rivers and lakes)  
and coastal barges with no means of self-propulsion. 


