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Synopsis

Daniel’s childhood came to an abrupt end when hig/fathess#as condemned to death
by Romans, his mother died of grief, and his sistegwefit insane. He and his sister were
cared for by his grandmother who tried to scrape together a living for herself and the
children.

Blaming the Romans for all his"probléms, Daniel joins an outlaw band on the
mountain overlooking his hometown. He believes he is fighting for his country and
exercising vengeance on the Romans asthe follows the dudaw leader, Rosh,

Daniel’s life begins to cifafige when he meetsyJoelsand Malthaee, twe young
people with a similar desiréytotste their land frée ofythe Romans. Fheéghtee of them
make a pact to fight together for God’s vicgepy. But; Daniel finds he must leave the
mountain to care for his'sister, Leah. Daniel§ torn between theyesponsibility he feels
toward his sister and theyow,of vengeaiice he has taken againstghe"Romans.

Daniel takes over a blacksmiegh"shop belonging teshis fsiend Simon who has left
town to follof a%raveling teacher named Jesus. Danickbegins to wonder if Jesus is the
leadergthey hate all been hoping for; the one whefwilhlead them against the Romans.
But Jesu§'is teaching a verydifferent message frém the one Daniel wants to hear.

Tr¥ifig to remainftrue tothis vow, Dafiiel begins gathering together more young
people to join with®Rosh_ifi the fight dgainstthe Romans. But circumstances soon
cause Daniel to'wonideriif Rosh is really ayworthy leader.

With nowhege to go and no eme o turn to, Daniel has only his hate for the
Romans to keep him going. Il desperation he seeks out Jesus and learns that if he
truly wishes to bring abg@it"God’s victory he may need to give up his vow of
venegeance. Though he feels trapped by both his vow and his responsibility to Leah,
finding help for her leads him to an understanding of the power of love over hate.
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Characterization:

To make a story interesting, an author must portray the people in ways that make
them seem real. They must have both good and bad features. This is called characteri-
zation. Answer the following questions about some of the characters introduced in the
first two chapters.

1.

2.

4.

tence of the book
at is he like?” Write
these two paragraphs.

Reread the first two paragraphs of the book. T
leads the reader to the questions, “Who is the
down everything you learn about Daniel

What questions do you bout Daniel e uthor has no@swered
after two chapters 0\
%@u learn abo& and Malth 1 irst chapter?

An author cant make readers like 6t dislike a character by the words she uses to
describe that characte ou think the author wants her readers to like or

dislike Rosh? Suppo
the author uses to des
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5. Describe the slave as he was when Rosh’s band freed him.

Questions: %
1. Why had Daniel run away to the hills? : @

¢

3. When Roshyasks’Joel hisge &vanting t i at reason does Joel
?i;e? is Rosh’s res& {\
Thinking About the Story: :

4. Why do you think J Daniel in the skirmish?

2. What is Daniel ordered @Whe: the cara\@cbes? Q
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5. hat is ROSh’S main requirement fOI‘ thOSC WhO WiSh to join hiS band? X/ hat is
W q )
your opinion Of thiS requirement?

6. What does the slave do when Daniel breaks h@: ? What do you think

this gesture means? :

7. To compare means to show how things d contmst to show
how they are differ oes Malthace: on about an occupa-
tion compare to ]oéi\ niel’s Vlew? es her opln t ast>

Dig &
8. Joel'says, 2

P

ust be men, real men, trained and armed

\

would come with a great host of

hmk the )
angels ow | kno
and ready—"

Many Old Testamengptures predicted the coming of the Messiah. Read the

four passages listed below. Would the descriptions found in these verses fit Joels
view of the Messiah? Put Y in the blank for yes, or N for no.

a. Isaiah 41:1-2 C. Isaiah 53:4-9
b. Isaiah 42:2 d. Jeremiah 50:33-40
14 © 1996 Progeny Press
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Optional Exercises:

Research Roman mines and galleys. What else did Romans use slaves for?
Where did Romans get their slaves?

2 ‘29
P P \\}\o(\
‘b'((; ‘\OK 6\\\
8
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Dig Deeper:

10. The Bible says that Jesus walked right through the crowds and went on his way. Simon feels ashamed because he was
among those in the crowd who wanted to kill Jesus.

11. Jesus said his followers would have to endure many false messiahs, wars and rumors of wars, famines, earthquakes,
tribulation, killing, hate, and betrayal. Answers will vary. The verses from 2 Timothy promise that if we die with Jesus,
we will also live with him, if we endure, we will reign with him, and if we are faithless, he will remain faithful.

12. The only living family members mentioned in the story are Daniel’s grandmother and his frightened sister. His sister
was five-years-old when she hid inside the house. A man questions Daniel about his father and warns he could bring the
same curse down on all of them. Joel’s father remembers Daniel’s father and says he was a good man, but a rash one.
Answers will vary.

Chapters 6-8 @

Vocabulary:
1.g;2. k3. ¢4.j;5. 66.m;7.2;8 h;9.1;10. b; 11. n; 12. d; 1 @ 5.e.

Questions:

1. Daniel takes pity on the horse, which is tired fro .

2. Joel reads prophecies from the book of Enoc ok was"among several Jewish manuscripts written during the
last two centuries BC which religious leaders deci to include in the Ol tament of the Bible.

3. Hezron believes God will establish his kingdom on d Daniel believe that God waits for
men to act and fight to establish the kingdo
4. Daniel’s uncle had been unable t
his uncle had tried to fight his way o

work off his debt. At the urging ofsthe
The attempt failed and all the men ing Daniel’s father

5. Daniel’s mother died bec

only a few more weeks.
crosses were. She was fi

3 refused to go out of th
) i get the right tools
| Simon hop%s a
a true rabbi because he broke one of the law:
nher’s death. He W& the [Romans]| and fight them and kill them.”
oi Thacia tells,Da 'el% Joel alone. She does not like Rosh because he is an
des Daniel an N und. She brings him food and cares for him while he
te of his parents. She makes a vow with Daniel and Joel to

arp to play for Daniel. Her vow to join together with Joel
that she is on his side.

6. Daniel wants to

and Daniel to serve Israel is what finally convyifices Dan

11. Answers will vary.

12. Jesus’ eyes are welcoming, yet at t time searching, disturbing, and demanding. Answers will vary.
Dig Deeper:
13. Answers will vary. For both Danie oel it means a vow to fight against the Romans, but for Thacia, it is a vow

to serve Israel in whatever way she can.

14. The impossible thing the three young people are hoping to do is to free Israel from the Romans.

15. Answers will vary. Based on the story so far, Joel and Daniel might have the following questions about Jesus: Who is
Jesus? Is he the leader we are waiting for? How is it that he can heal people? Could he be the Messiah?

Chapters 9-12

Vocabulary:

1. noun; manner of walking
2. verb; urged onward
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