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Synopsis

In the year 119 A.D., the Ninth Roman Legion, 4, %trong, marches into the

wilds of northern Britain to quell rebellion amon riton tribes—and is never seen
again. Fifteen years later, Marcus Aquila becom mander of his own, new, cohort
in Britain, looking forward to a long, illustriets r)in the Roman legions; and hop-
ing to discover what happened to th t @ on and his father, who led them. But
before he has more than settled int ommand, the native Britons attack the fort,
and though Marcus secures victory fog his trou verely injured in battle.
Finding himself abruptly lam d retired, Marc sure what @nh his
life—until a rumor reache s hat the Ea Nlnth Le been seen

in the north. So begins eep into th w1lds th his friend
Esca to recover the lo Qf the Ninth L nd to red & ther’s honor.

s\ g\
b\é\
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Chapters XVI-XVIII

9

om the Definition Box next to
e word in an original sentence

Vocabulary:

In the blanks below, write the letter of the defi
the word it defines. In the space below eac
of your own.

ition Box
exhausting, tiring, demandi @ear or bri
rummaged, searche armg, shr1
aloof and unfrien nner heen o

produce, call ps by maglc rey, SO is hunted
horribly, b k a state 1on and disturbance
p

a loud io of nms@ rovoked, or cruel
gturmoﬂ \

Your sentenc E \%

e a0 oo

2. tumu
Your sentence: O
3. __ delving

Your sentence:
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Questions:

1.

When the tribesmen begin searching through Marcus’ packs, how does Marcus
protect his medical supplies from damage?

Though Marcus regrets shaming Dergdian and hi% he still would not wish
the Eagle back in their possession. Why?

How does Marcus use the sup re of the tribes to arrange a prlvate

and separate place for him an to stay in for th;ee days while Esca “recovers”

from an “old sickness”?

NN

Esca proposes tha % us go on ahe

ing his life to §av fcus. \What respons@
%ndden th&s death t%\hout a guide?

smen, sacrific-

Thinking Aboug the Story:

6.

An extended metaphor is etaphorlcal comparison in which two things are
compared at some le 1n several ways. The following passages are exam-
ples of extended met . Explain the general metaphor found in the pas-
sages, then describe at least three specific ways the comparison is being made.
What does this particular metaphor demonstrate about the tribesmen, their
behavior, and how Marcus views their pursuit?

“Here they come at last,” he said to Esca; and then as a distant yell
echoed own the mountainside, “Hear how the hounds give tongue.”
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7. We discussed foreshadowing in

8.

The Eagle of the Ninth Study Guide

The lid of the bronze medicine box was wrenched back, and one
of the hunters began to rummage inside like a little dog after a rat.
Marcus said quietly to the Chieftain, who stood beside him with

folded arms, also looking on, “Will you bid your hounds be less
rough with the tools of my trade.”

@l bokmg at Chapter XVI, when
nedstow

Marcus and Esca are sitting i @ er Watchmg the sunset, what is being
foreshadowed? What phrases andigmages does Sut e to accomplish this?

N @fb O

ng of two ide ages side r contrasting
cader. In erature, a juxtapositiomjoccurs when two

images tha herwis no nly broug . appear side by side
or str close tog by forcmg Q er to stop and reconsider
e of the text thr the co tr ages, ideas, motifs, etc. At
ve XVIII, Marcu& g in the tower for the men who
ing hi mething totally unrelated to the

ar¢'Hunting him suddenly dotiees
danger he is i is sectiea% ibe how the author is using juxtapo-

Juxtaposition i
effect or to

a/b

trasting image represents?

Marcus alludes to thgp chasing them as “The Wild Hunt.” Look up The

Wild Hunt and explain what it is. Why does Marcus allude to them?
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Dig Deeper:

10. Despite Marcus’ lame leg, his pain, and their exhaustion, both Marcus and Esca
continue to push grimly on toward the south as fast as physically possible. How
are Romans 5:3—4 and Hebrews 12:1, 2, 12 even more applicable in this section?

Q‘b

11. As Marcus and Esca are pursued, the eel that the very countryside
becomes hostile and menacin , are spotted and hunted with the

“horror of the hunted in thei g hearts, while death with many heron-
tufted war-spears stalked them thtough the rk%

experiencing true fear. 0 they seem to&

following verses. Ps Proverbs

Hebrews 13:5-06;

these verses he

Romans 8

12. apter rn helps Mar sca by travelling with them and
guldlng em he bog m past the Epidaii hunting them.
Why do Guern is 0 travel with them under such dangerous
circumstanc

After they cross the bog, and as Guern gets ready to leave them, he asks to see
the Eagle once again. When he sees it, he reaches out for it, then drops his
hands and just looks at it. Sutcliff writes, “The betraying gesture tore harshly at
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Answer Key

Note: Most of the questions in Progeny Press study guides deal with students’ understanding and interpretation of issues
in the novel; therefore, most answers will be individual to the student. Progeny Press answer keys are designed to be as
inclusive as possible for the teacher and/or parent, giving enough background and information to judge whether the stu-
dent has grasped the essence of the issue and the question. We try to point out some directions students’ answers might
take, which directions might be best, and some errors that may appear. Students ot expected to answer as completely
as the answers provided in the Answer Key.

Chapters I-I11 @
Vocabulary:

1. b; 2. ¢ 3. a; 4. scarp: ¢, basilica: ¢; 5. b; 6. a; 7. b; 8. 2; 9. ¢; 10. . a; 13. a; 14. gilded: b, mizzle: ¢
Questions:

1. Marcus and his aunt’s husband greatly hate each o
legions.
2. He must follow the Centurion’s torch from gua
seeing that all is well with the frontier of the Empire.
3. He seems to be implying that he is only imagi

enturion’s commission and enters the Roman

to guard-post, from ack block to horse-lines, in particular,

4. They keep a great charcoal brazier glowi 1 throw fresh grass and it to create a blackieolumn of smoke.
i

The other garrison in response lights a‘smok showing the call'fo is'received and h ay.
5. Marcus leads a rescue party to givesa
6. Answers will vary but may me

does not trust the veiled atti

st er the surface and
enagainybone of the watch hears
ugh it might seem foolish
n asking for help; his patrol
e. Marcus throws himself onto

me of the followin eels tensions
e/villagers; a druid is r to have been
as all his men tirn out to their action stations
in the night; the drizzl they are able to light aysmoke signal to the nea
returns and they fi anage to get a 1
the first chariot t in‘front of the t

7. Ans i e two of th lowing: tells Marcu. t'by the time he’s been here a year, he will have toad-
stools spr of his ears, and %o rub away the bl& e also says they lived for two months on top
of Vesuvius, ano, but it nev, upte
8. The author is foreshadowi @ people are r$ i afight. Sutcliff uses phrases like “put in fighting trim”
d blew.” Answers ut should mention some of the following: The peo-
ple’s attitude seems ve war spear has bg rbished, there are rumors of the druid being seen, cattle break
ight be the perfect time

out at night, a new moo % a holy war.
9. Vesuvius is an active volcano near Naples, g southern Ttaly, 4,190 feet (1,277 m) high. A violent eruption in 79 A.D.

buried the towns of Pompeii and Hercula . Since the book is set in 134 A.D., the eruption of the volcano is still
recent history to Marcus. Tarturus is abyss of torment and suffering that in classic mythology was believed
to lie below Hades in the underworld.

10. b. keen edge of blade is compared enjoyment; c. black jewels are compared to Cradoc’s horses; d. a shooting
comet and a falcon stooping are compared to “he and his team” of horses; e. jewels of his heart are compared to his team
of four horses; f. a film, a veil, is compared to the peace on the surface

Dig Deeper:

11. Answers may vary. The British tribes become more agitated when harvests are poor because they are worried or fear-
ful of drought and hardships. As harvests are poor, they have less to eat and they begin to fear starvation. They fear for
their comfort, their survival, and their future. This makes them more likely to react with anger and more likely to strike
out at the Romans, who are an irritant. Personal answers will vary. We often get angry or more easily irritated when we
are afraid. Sometimes the fears may even be relatively minor, such as a test or whether someone likes us, but the fear itself
makes us more likely to get angry, like a hurt or fearful animal that snaps at anything or anyone that comes near.
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