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Biodiversity

Biodiversity is in rapid decline throughout the U.S. and North America.

e Over the last 50 years, wildlife populations have declined by an average of 20% in North
America.t

e There are 3 billion fewer birds in North America than there were in 1970 (a 30% decline);
birds are on track to decline by another 50% by 2070.2
487 animal species and 764 plant species are listed as endangered in the U.S.; and
244 animal species and 174 plant species are listed as threatened.?

That's over a thousand species, some of which have inhabited the earth for millions of years,
facing the threat of being extinguished — in our country and under our watch.
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More People, Fewer Birds
Another way to assess the decline: a rough estimate of how many birds there were for
every person in Canada and the United States in 1970 and in 2018.
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Estimated birds: 10 billion Birds: 7.1 billion (-29%)
Continental U.S., Canada combined population: 222,585,000 Population: 359,284,000 (+61%)
By The New York Times | Sources: Decline of the N ican avifauna, in the journal Science;

ilation Reference Bureau; Stati: anada, U.S, population figures exclude
Hawail and U.S. island territories, which were not part of the continental bird study.

Habitat loss is the single_greatest threat to biodiversity and ecosystems, even more than
climate change.*

e The United States loses roughly a football field of nature every 30 seconds (about 1.5
million acres every year).®

e '"[H]abitat fragmentation is now so severe that a pin dropped at random on a map of the
contiguous United States can be expected to land less than half a mile from human
development.” - Center For American Progress

Population growth is the main driver of habitat loss® in the U.S. and globally.”

e Population growth is a primary driver of habitat loss.®
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e 60% of sprawl in the U.S. (1982-2017) has been a result of population growth. States
with rapidly growing populations have higher rates of loss than states with slowly
growing populations.®

e High population areas experience increased numbers of invasive plant and fish
species?®

e Local extinction rates of large mammals inside national parks increases along with
population density outside park boundaries.'* Housing growth*? is the main threat to
protected areas.!®

e Immigration is the primary driver of population growth in the United States', the third-
most populous country on Earth behind India and China.

There are many factors that contribute to loss of habitat and biodiversity, and many ways to
mitigate the losses without addressing immigration policy. Given immigration’s outsized role in
U.S. population growth, however, there is no way to prevent habitat and biodiversity loss
without addressing federal immigration policy.
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Every nation has a right and a responsibility to the international community to conserve
nature within its own boundaries. Immigration policy should reflect that responsibility.

The United States is still one of the most biodiverse nations in the world.*® Of the remaining
intact global areas identified as necessary to reverse further biodiversity loss and enhance
natural carbon removal*®, 75% are within just six countries, including the United States'’.

"Within the biomes and landscapes threatened by sprawl are found some of
our most critical natural habitats. According to the World Wildlife Fund,
habitat loss poses the single greatest threat to endangered species around
the world. The United States is home to approximately 1,660 species and
subspecies of plants and animals formally listed as federally endangered or
threatened by the federal government (specifically, by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service). Most of these are
seriously harmed by ever-expanding sprawl and ever-encroaching
development of one form or another that modifies, degrades, or eliminates
the habitats they need to survive." - From Sea to Sprawling Sea
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