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Effective date: 12 July 2024 
CRIM 20 
 
 

PRACTICE DIRECTION 
 

LANGUAGE OF ACCUSED 
 
 

Purpose  

The purpose of this practice direction is to set out the form counsel may submit for the Court to 
consider if counsel has advised their client of their language rights under section 530 of the Criminal 
Code. 
 
Application  

This practice direction applies to all adult and youth criminal files in the Provincial Court of British 
Columbia. 
 
Directions  
 
Pursuant to section 530 of the Criminal Code an accused must be advised of their right to be tried in the 
official language of their choice, and of the time before which an application for this purpose must be 
made.   
 
In R. v. Tayo Tompouba, 2024 SCC 16 the Supreme Court of Canada stated “[43]... if the first appearance 
judge finds that the accused has not been properly informed, or if they have the slightest doubt in this 
regard, they must take the necessary steps to ensure that the accused is informed of their fundamental 
right and of how it is to be exercised.”    
 
If counsel wishes to address their client’s language rights either in writing or pursuant to a Counsel 
Designation Form, Appendix A sets out the form they may submit for the Court to consider whether the 
requirements in section 530 of the Criminal Code and R. v. Tayo Tompouba, 2024 SCC 16 have been met. 
The form is available here. 
  

https://decisions.scc-csc.ca/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/20420/index.do
https://decisions.scc-csc.ca/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/20420/index.do
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/justice/courthouse-services/documents-forms-records/court-forms/criminal-court-forms
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Appendix A 
DO NOT USE THIS PAGE. ACCESS “LANGUAGE OF ACCUSED – NOTIFICATION AND APPLICATION (PCR976)” HERE 

 

 

Continued on next page 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/justice/courthouse-services/documents-forms-records/court-forms/criminal-court-forms
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Continued from previous page 

DO NOT USE THIS PAGE. ACCESS “LANGUAGE OF ACCUSED – NOTIFICATION AND APPLICATION (PCR976)” HERE 

 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/justice/courthouse-services/documents-forms-records/court-forms/criminal-court-forms
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History of Practice Direction  
• Original practice direction dated June 28, 2024. 
• July 12, 2024: Revised to update Appendix A to reflect the current form, and housekeeping. 

 
 
I make this practice direction pursuant to my authority under the Provincial Court Act, R.S.B.C. 1996, c. 
379 and Rule 3 of the Provincial Court of British Columbia Criminal Caseflow Management Rules, SI/99-
104. 
 
 
Melissa Gillespie 
Chief Judge  
Provincial Court of British Columbia 


