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Another History of Newborn Screening in Japan:
Carrier Detection and Prevention of Birth Defects

SASATANTI Eri

Abstract:

Japan introduced newborn screening in 1977 in order to detect and treat diseases earlier to prevent future brain
damage of the children. However, another purpose has been suspected, namely, that the system was designed
to find carriers of genes for potential disabilities and to prevent new births of disabled babies. Based on this
hypothesis, this paper presents studies of medical journals, research reports from the Ministry of Health and
Welfare, and related administrative documents, to verify the discourses and research of doctors in the process of
introduction. The results revealed the intention among doctors to develop the screening system to find newborn
genetic carriers for disabilities and give the parents of disabled newborns reason to consider whether or not to
have another child, as well as to develop a system that would prevent the birth of babies who might be disabled.
In conclusion, this paper argues that, although the screening system was introduced for early detection and
treatment of diseases for the sake of newborns, there was another rather eugenic purpose of detecting carriers

and preventing their parents from giving birth to potentially disabled babies.

Keywords: newborn screening, PKU, heredity, carrier, eugenics

HARICBTAHERS A - A7) —= v ZFOEA
— [BRNFE | o E [HARIE] IZEBLT—

A=

HATIZ 1977 12 [HAER~< R - 27 ) —= v 7] PREASNIz, BAOHWE LT [FREFER - RUHEIC X
HITIETFN TR FEDORERENIE] L3z, L2L, [REAFOBRIC L 2FH7-2EERO AR IE ]
WCHERPEIPN T2 EDEEDN S, AT, BT P OIERIIT 2 7w BRI O HEE,
TTECE R EOMGTER 2 B ABBRICER LOoo5 56, #RE LT HIEDOBEAIZI VHE L2 REABH [ HD ]
2 EEFRwh] LR REATELOY ] ORIHEOF»S [RNE] & LToNE@ER2Eohs 2R
oo DFED, FELORELZTVHILEL) LOBWTEASINIHERSA - 270 —= 0795 HloOMTmE TREE
2L, RRBDVBE Lo TFEIEZELILEPIEL L) L LTz W) BARWMTE S > 722 LA 5
M7 o7,

114



