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The Increasing Burden and Legal Responsibility of Visiting Nurses in Japan

NAKANISHI Kyoko

Abstract:

Japan’s Visiting Nursing Station System was established in 1992, and the number and work of visiting nurses
have been increasing, as well as their legal responsibilities. However, very little has been studied on the actual
situation of the increasing burden and legal responsibilities of visiting nurses and how the institute of support is
lagging. Thus, this paper examines cases of medical errors, incidents, and accidents, and revealed the following
problems in the system: (1) Visiting nurses face the higher risk of traffic accidents because they need to travel
more and need to meet the appointed time. (2) Visiting nurses face the higher risk of incident or accident
due to the differences in the patients’ individual environment, which requires observation and determination
skills, and need to adjust and implement accordingly to avoid accident which can lead to legal responsibility
of the nurses. (3) Visiting nurses bears heavy burden and legal responsibility to single-handedly take care of
the event of emergency. (4) Because of the increase in home-cared individuals with high medical dependency,
the range of work of visiting nurses increases with the attached legal responsibility. (5) The administrators of

visiting nursing stations also face legal responsibilities as the administrator.

Keywords: visiting nursing stations, visiting nurse, legal responsibility
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