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FENE BEEEOYE & 2T B HEF

The Right to Receive an Equal Education for People with Disabilities:
A Case of a Lawsuit over the Refusal of Admission of Child with
Disabilities to Public High School

SADATO Kuniko

Abstract:

In 1991 a child with disability of muscular dystrophy obtained the pass mark in the entrance examination of the
public Amagasaki High School in Japan, but he was rejected because of his disability. He sued the high school
for a breach of the right to receive an equal education. This paper studied this case focusing on problems of
equality in educational opportunity for children with disabilities in Japan. In 1992 the court ordered the school
to withdraw the disapproval of his entrance because it is injustice to bar the educational opportunity because
of disability. It was a very rare judgment for integrated education for children with disabilities in Japan, where
majority of children with disabilities go special schools. Therefore this judgment, which respected integrated
education was epoch-making and it encouraged the choice of schools for children with disabilities. His winning

case suggests that it is necessary to promote integrated education in educational policy in Japan.

Keywords: compulsory education in special school for children with disabilities, integrated education, lawsuit of
the right to equal education for people with disabilities, equality of educational opportunity for
people with disabilities
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