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‘Chamber Resonance’ is reaching its season finale as violinist Kitty

‘ Cheung_is to be featured in the last music salon this year. With her

petite: stature and soft- spok"en tone, many might be surprised by the

’ intense tenSIOn and power in her playing. Appomted as Associate

Concertmaster of the Hong Kong Slnfonletta from 2011 to 2017, Kitty
isalso’ passmnate about chamber music. In 2007, she co-founded
Contrast Trio with saxophonist Tlmothy Sun and pianist Jenny Ng.
Addltlonally, she is a member of both Romer String Quartet and =
LENK Quartet S

Exammlng her past repert0|re reveals a selectlon (o} challenglng pleces,
mcludmg Armenian composer Arno Babadjaman s:Violin Sonat _‘and
Ohvner Messnaen s Quartet for the End of Time, written ina prlsoner of-

owar camp. The music salon programme curated by Kitty also. features

some unusual works, many related to the Belgian virtuoso violinist 3
Eugene Ysaye Asa Ieadlng frgure of the Franco-Belgian school of

v V|oI|n playlng, Ysaye was an influential performer who inspired many

composers to wrlte for the vrolln One such composer was the short-
lived Guillaume Lekeu. Although Lekeu's talent was recognised by
Claude Debussy and Vincent d'Indy, his works fell into neglect after h|s

. . tragic death from typhoid atjust 24.The G major Violin Sonata WhICh
& Lekeu COmposed for Ysaye is undoubtedly a forgotten gem-a noble

plece of mu3|c fllled wath energetlc bursts of paSS|on

Ysaye himself also composed for the violin. His six solo sonatas are
technioal pinnacles of the violin repertoire. However, it is the miniature
Réve d'enfant (A Child_’_s Dream) which Kitty has chosen to share with
os.'Ysayewcomposed it after receiving a telegram about the illness of

- his'second son Antoine,,d.uring a tour of Germany and Denmark. The

worried father’s affection for his son is beautifully expressed in this
heartfelt lullaby. '

Another Iyri,c.al_:vwork featured in the music salon is the Ukrainian
composer Valentin Silvestrov's Violin Sonata 'Post scripturn’._Written
in 1990, this piece captures’a sense of pastnessin'the present. In
Silvestrov's own words, it is ‘a postscript to Mozart and the whole

" classical tradition. The text has already been written. We simply add

our annotations, thoughts, questions, consternation, astonishment
and regret.’

In this programme, you will see how music connects the oast'and
present, bridging composers and performers, resonating with
everyone in the studio during Chamber Resonance. We invite you to
immerse yourself in Kitty's captivating violin music and experience the
emotional journey she offers. Join us for this year’s last music salon,
and be part of an unforgettable musical evening.


https://www.rthk.hk/radio4
https://www.rthk.hk/radio/radio4/programme/chamberresonance
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PERF‘ORME'RS
Kitty Cheung (violin)

“Jenny Ng (piano)

PROGRAMME

-BLOCH
" Abodah (God’s Worship),

a Yom Kippur Melody

LEKEU
Violin Sonata in G major

SILVESTROV

-Violin Sonata, 'Post scriptum’

YSAYE
Réve d’enfant, Op. 14

HUBAY
'‘Der Zephir', from Blumenleben,
Op. 30, No. 5
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