
Opera, Then and Now?
It ’s the timeless adage – ‘back in my day, music was music.’ 
So timeless, in fact, that Debussy was considered avant-garde, 
Wagner the modern destroyer of music, Rossini of fensive to 
tradition, and Monteverdi a vir tual heretic. Each composer, now 
labeled as an infal l ible master, was pi l loried or nearly swept away 
by an angr y mob in their own age for being too modern or an 
af front to good taste, and perhaps no genre was more provocative 
than opera.

W hat were these innovations and violations that each upstar t 
produced that seemed to irr itate the previous generation to the 
point of violence? Just what was so of fensive that it caused music 
critics of the 17th, 18 th, and 19 th centuries to say ‘how can this be 
called music? ’ W hat caused an angr y rabble to nearly destroy the 
premiere of I l  barbi ere di  S v igl ia, or the press to lampoon Bizet ’s 
Carm en, giving its poor creator a hear t at tack?

Tune into ‘Opera, Then and Now? ’ to explore the stories surrounding 
great works of opera that were at f irst considered al l  too modern. 
We’l l  hear stories of how each composer faced down the monolith 
of the status quo to bring to l ife works that now stand as seminal 
standards of the reper toire.
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