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H.E. MS. AMINA J. MOHAMMED 
United Nations Deputy Secretary-General

H.E. Ms. Amina J. Mohammed is the Deputy Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and Chair of the United Nations Sustainable Development Group. Prior to 
her appointment, Ms. Mohammed served as Minister of Environment of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria where she steered the country’s efforts on climate action and 
efforts to protect the natural environment.  Ms. Mohammed first joined the United 
Nations in 2012 as Special Adviser to former Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon with the 
responsibility for post-2015 development planning. She led the process that resulted 
in global agreement around the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 
creation of the Sustainable Development Goals.  Ms. Mohammed began her career 
working on the design of schools and clinics in Nigeria. She served as an advocate 
focused on increasing access to education and other social services, before moving 
into the public sector, where she rose to the position of adviser to four successive 
Presidents on poverty, public sector reform, and sustainable development. Ms. 
Mohammed has been conferred several honorary doctorates and has served as an 
adjunct professor, lecturing on international development. The recipient of various 
global awards, Ms. Mohammed has served on numerous international advisory 
boards and panels. She is the mother of six children and has two grandchildren. 

H.E. MR. SOFIANE MIMOUNI  
Permanent Representative of Algeria to the United Nations, on “Financing for Development: 
Illicit Financial Flows and International Tax Cooperation”

Appointed in October 2019, as Permanent Representative of Algeria to the United 
Nations in New York, Ambassador Sofiane Mimouni served as Director-General of the 
Africa Department at Algeria’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs since 2015. He previously 
served as the country’s Ambassador to Iran from 2009 to 2014 and Director-General 
of the AsiaOceania Department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 2005 to 2009. 
From 1996 to 2004, Amb. Mimouni served as Algeria’s Ambassador to Indonesia,  
Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Brunei Darussalam and Vanuatu. From 1994 to 
1996, he served as the Foreign Ministry’s Director of African Multilateral Relations, 
and from 1992 to 1994 as its Deputy Director of the Organization of African Unity. 
Over his four decades in Government service, Amb. Mimouni worked at senior level 
on the United Nations affairs, international peace and security and legal affairs. Amb. 
Mimouni holds a master’s degree in law from the University of Algiers, a bachelor’s 
degree from the High Institute of International Studies from the University of Paris 
and a postgraduate degree in international law from the University of Sorbonne in 
Paris.
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H.E. MR. MOHAMED FATHI AHMED EDREES 
Permanent Representative of Egypt to the United Nations and Chair of the Peacebuilding 
Commission, on “Sustaining Peace for Sustainable Development”

H.E. Mohamed Fathi Ahmed Edrees is currently Permanent Representative of Egypt 
to the United Nations. Prior to his appointment, Mr. Edrees was the Assistant Foreign 
Minister for African Affairs from 2015 to January 2018. He served as Ambassador of 
Egypt to Ethiopia, as well as his country’s Permanent Representative to the African 
Union and to the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, from 2011 to 
2015. From 2010 to 2011, Mr. Edrees was Deputy Assistant Minister for Arab-Orient 
Affairs, while from 2007 to 2010, he was Deputy Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations in New York. He previously served as Minister Plenipotentiary to the 
United Nations in New York from 2006 to 2007 and as Deputy Chief of Mission at 
Egypt’s Embassy in Damascus, Syria, from 2001 to 2005.

H.E. MR. MOHAMED SIAD DOUALEH  
Permanent Representative of Djibouti to the United Nations, on “Human Capital and 
Building Forward Better after COVID-19”

His Excellency Mr. Mohamed Siad Doualeh is the Permanent 
Representative of Djibouti to the United Nations and the Ambassador of Djibouti to 
the United States. Before the assumption of his duties as Ambassador to the United 
Nations, WTO and Switzerland, he has served as Special Envoy to the IGAD-led Process 
for Somalia as a member of the IGAD Facilitation Committee. Over the course of his 
career, Ambassador Doualeh has extensively dealt with and contributed to matters 
related to peace and security on the continent, the promotion and protection of 
human rights, and development. Ambassador Doualeh was born on December 27, 
1968 and is married with four children.

MS. CRISTINA DUARTE 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Special Adviser on Africa 

Mrs. Cristina Duarte is the United Nations Special Adviser on Africa and Under-
Secretary-General of OSAA since 1 August 2020. She is the strategic adviser to the 
Secretary-General on African Affairs, the focal point in UNHQ for relations with the 
AUDA-NEPAD as well as the African Group with regard to Africa’s development. 
As the head of OSAA, she supports the Secretary-General in promoting coherence 
in the UN system’s engagement in Africa and chairs the Inter-Departmental Task 
Force on African Affairs (IDTFAA), and advocates and mobilizes the United Nations, 
its Member States and other key stakeholders around Africa’s transformative vision 
articulated in the 2030 and 2063 Agendas.

Prior to joining the UN, Mrs. Duarte served as Cape Verde’s Minister of Finance and 
Planning for 10 years. She has also served as Director of a World Bank reform program 
and Vice President of Citibank giving her a valuable exposure on the functioning of 
international finance systems. When Mrs. Duarte left Government in 2016, she was 
invited to governance and advisory positions in various international and regional 
organizations; namely, Member of the United Nations Committee of Experts on 
Public Administration, Member of the United Nations High-Level Advisory Board 
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on Economic and Social Affairs, a Member of President Paul Kagame’s Advisory 
Committee on African Union Reforms, a Member of the Board of the Alliance for 
a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) and a Member of the Board of the Institute of 
African Leadership for Sustainable Development (UONGOZI Institute). Mrs. Duarte is 
committed to public service.


