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H.E. PROF. IBRAHIM MAYAKI 
Chief Executive Officer, African Union Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD)

H.E. Prof. Ibrahim Mayaki of the Republic of Niger is the Chief Executive Officer of the 
African Union Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD), formerly known as the NEPAD 
Planning and Coordinating Agency.He was appointed to the position in January 
2009. A former Prime Minister of Niger, from 1997 to 2000, Dr. Mayaki has a Master’s 
degree from the National School of Public Administration (Enap), Quebec, Canada 
and a PhD in Administrative Sciences from the University of Paris I, France. He worked 
as a Professor of Public Administration in Niger and Venezuela. From 1996 to 1997 
he was appointed Minister in charge of African Integration and Cooperation and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Niger. In August 2000, he set up the Analysis Centre 
for Public Policy in Senegal. From 2000 to 2004, Dr. Mayaki was a guest Professor 
at the University of Paris XI, where he lectured on international relations. He also led 
research at the Research Centre on Europe and the Contemporary World within 
that university. In 2004, he served as Executive Director of the Platform in support 
of Rural Development in West and Central Africa, the Rural Hub, based in Dakar, 
Senegal. 

H.E. MR. OMAR HILALE 
Permanent Representative of Morocco to the United Nations, on “Climate Action and 
Energy Mix: Africa’s Leadership Role in a Mutual Accountability Framework”

Ambassador Omar Hilale was appointed Permanent Representative of the Kingdom 
of Morocco to the United Nations in New York in 14 April 2014. Prior to that, he was 
Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Geneva. 
Through his New York experience, Ambassador Hilale was Chair of the Third 
Committee of the General Assembly, in charge of social, humanitarian affairs and 
human rights issues. 

He was Chair of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and 
on the strengthening of the role of the organization.He was also Vice-Chair of the 
72nd Session of the General Assembly.He was Vice-President of the UN ECOSOC, as 
well as Chair of the humanitarian segment of ECOSOC for two consecutive cycles, 
in 2019 and 2020. 

He was President of the UNICEF Executive Board in 2019. He was elected VicePresident 
of the same Board twice in 2020 and 2021. He is currently Chair of the Central African 
Republic Configuration of the Peacebuilding Commission.e is also currently Chair of 
the Information Committee of the United Nations. Ambassador Hilale created and 
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presides the Group of Friends against Terrorism.He joined the Foreign Ministry in 
1974. His diplomatic career has also been marked with 30 years of direct experience 
with the UN. He served as Ambassador, Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations in Geneva from 2001 to 2005 and from 2008 to 2014. In this capacity he 
carried out several responsibilities, among which facilitator of the review process 
of the mechanism of the Universal Periodic Review within the five year review of 
the Human Rights Council. From 1982 to 1991, he served as a Counselor and First 
Secretary in Geneva. 

Ambassador Hilale also served as Secretary-General in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation in Rabat from 2005 to 2008. He was Ambassador to Indonesia, 
Singapore, Australia and New Zealand between 1996 and 2001. He also held several 
positions in the Foreign Ministry, including that of Minister Plenipotentiary and 
member of the Office of the Secretary of State, from 1993 to 1996. From 1991 to 
1993, Mr. Hilale headed the Ministry Section responsible for the United Nations 
General Assembly and Security Council and International Organizations. Previously, 
he served as Second Secretary in Algiers , Algeria, from 1975 to 1976, first Secretary 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, between 1976 and 1979; and Deputy Ambassador in 
Monrovia, Liberia, from 1979 to 1980; 

Mr. Hilale received a degree in political science from Mohammed V University in 
Rabat, Morocco, in 197 4. He is married and has three children.

H.E. MR. MARTIN KIMANI 
Permanent Representative of Kenya to the United Nations, on “Africa’s Industrialization 
Opportunity”

H.E. Mr. Martin Kimani PhD, EBS, is Kenya’s Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations in New York with the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary. 
He has recently served as the President’s Special Envoy for Countering Violent 
Extremism, as the Director of Kenya’s National Counter Terrorism Centre, and 
in Strategic Initiatives in the Executive Office of the President. Prior to that, he 
served as Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Nairobi, as well as 
to the UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and the UN Human Settlements 
Programme (UN-Habitat). In the past 20 years, he has worked to a senior level in 
the global currency and bond markets, political risk advisory for underwriters and 
other corporates, and peace and security in the Horn of Africa and East Africa. Amb 
Kimani is a fellow of the African Leadership Initiative and a member of the Aspen 
Global Leadership Network. He was Distinguished African Fellow at the South 
African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA) in 2013. Martin holds a PhD in War 
Studies from King’s College London, University of London.
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H.E. MR. KENNEDY GODFREY GASTORN  
Permanent Representative of the United Republic of Tanzania to the United Nations, on 
“Science, Technology and Innovation: The Key to Economic Transformation”

H.E. Mr. Kennedy Godfrey Gastorn is the Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary, and Permanent Representative of the United Republic of Tanzania 
to the United Nations, New York.  Prior to his latest appointment, he served as 
the Secretary General, Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization (AALCO) 
(2016-2020), the intergovernmental organization with an observer status to the 
UN, based in New Delhi, India.  He previously served as the Professor of Laws at 
the University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania where he also served as the Head of 
Department of Public Law, Associate Dean of School of Law, and the Director of 
Internationalization of the University of Dar es Salaam. He was also a Fulbright Visiting 
Research Professor/Scholar, State University of New York, Buffalo Law School, New 
York; and Visiting Professor of International Law, China Institute of Boundary and 
Ocean Studies (CIBOS) of Wuhan University, China.  He also worked as the National 
Coordinator, Development Partners’ Basket Fund for Legal Sector Reform Working 
Group in Tanzania; Member, National Environmental Advisory Committee in the 
Vice President’s Office, in Tanzania; and Officer (Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter), 
German Federal 

Parliament (Bundestag), Office of MdB Hartwig Fischer, CDU/CSU, in Berlin. He is 
also a Honorary Fellow, Asian Institute of Alternative Dispute Resolution (AiADR), 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Advocate of the High Court of Tanzania; and Member of 
the Investment Support 

Programme for LDCs (ISP/LDCs) Steering Committee with the International 
Development Law Organization (IDLO) (2020-2021).

He holds a Dr. jur. (Doktors der Rechte) from the University of Bayreuth, Germany, 
and the LL.M (Master of Laws) and LL.B (Bachelor of Laws) from the University of Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania.

H.E. MS. FATIMA KYARI MOHAMMED 
Permanent Observer of the African Union to the United Nations 

Ambassador Fatima Kyari Mohammed is the Permanent Observer of the AU to 
the UN. Prior to her appointment she was Senior Special Advisor to the ECOWAS 
Commission. Her career spans over 2 decades with a focus on peace, security, 
socio-economic development, regional integration, organizational development, 
and project management, both in the public and private sectors.   Her thematic 
expertise includes: Peace & Security, Conflict Prevention & Transformation, Gender, 
Regional Integration, and Socio-Economic Development. She is also the Founder 
of the LikeMinds Project, a non-profit, non-partisan Organisation working with 
vulnerable communities in Nigeria.  The organization works with displaced 
communities from Northeast Nigeria particularly Women and children and youth 
empowerment. Her academic background is in Peace, Security, Development and 
Conflict Transformation (University of Innsbruck, Austria), Sustainable Economic 
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Development (UN University of Peace, Costa Rica), and Business Communication 
(MBA, European University, Switzerland). She also holds a BA in Environmental 
Design from the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria. In addition to English 
she speaks fluent French, Hausa, and Kanuri and has a basic knowledge of Arabic 
and Spanish. In her spare time she enjoys painting, photography, travelling and 
learning about different countries and cultures, and engaging in community 
development activities.  Some of her publications and articles include: The Future 
of Nigeria: Security Challenges and Implications for Internal, Regional, and Global 
Security Environment (Revue Défense Nationale, Summer 2016); “A Human 
Security & Development Approach to CVE in Northeast Nigeria: Exploring the Role 
of Women” (August 2015); “Climate Change, Human Security and Violent Conflict: 
Challenges for Sustainable Peace in the Lake Chad (June 2014);“Engaging Private 
Sector Corporations in Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding through Corporate 
Social Responsibility: A Case study of Northern Nigeria” (September, 2013);“Security 
and Development in Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) in the Sahel - Case 
study: Northern Nigeria” (May 2013); “Women as Drivers of Economic Recovery and 
Development in the Sahel Region” HD Centre/EU‐ UNWOMEN Discussion paper 
(April 2013); “Regional Security Lessons from the Attack on Algeria’s In Amenas Gas 
Plant” – USIP, Olive Branch (January 2013); “Nigeria: Fuel Subsidy Removal and the 
National Crisis” Peace and Conflict Monitor (March 2012);“Parliamentary Oversight 
of the Security Sector in West Africa: Opportunities and Challenges – Case Study 
of ECOWAS” (2005); “Oiling Violence: The Proliferation of Small Arms and Light 
Weapons in the Niger Delta” – FES (2005).


