Goethe University’s
Understanding of Sustainability



Against the backdrop of existing global socio-
ecological crises and the inequalities and
structural injustices associated with them,
Goethe University Frankfurt acknowledges
its social responsibility and commits to con-
tributing to socio-ecological transformation.
This commitment involves consistently align-
ing all processes related to research, study
and teaching, operations, governance, and in-
teractions with society with sustainability in
mind.

Goethe University sees sustainability as
a search, learning, and design process
aimed at enabling a dignified life for present
and future generations globally within the
planetary boundaries, in accordance with
the “Doughnut Economics” model. By formu-
lating dimensions of action, the university
aligns itself with the Agenda 2030 and the 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
basing the process on the principles of cli-
mate justice and the interconnection of envi-
ronmental, social, and economic dimen-
sions.

This understanding of sustainability serves as
the basis for developing Goethe University’s
own sustainability strategy, as part of which
strategic and operative goals and associated
measures will be continuously developed
and/or refined, reviewed and implemented. It
is considered as given that, as part of their
tasks and responsibilities, all Goethe Univer-
sity members and affiliates contribute towards
furthering the university’s development as a
sustainable organization.

I. Research
Goethe University

o strives to consider ecological, social, and
ethical aspects of sustainability in its rese-
arch activities while respecting the funda-
mental right to academic freedom. To that
end, the university evaluates and conti-
nually develops research processes, me-
thods, workflows, and formats in line with
sustainability principles.

e intensifies research for and about
sustainability, while simultaneously pro-
moting interdisciplinary research activi-
ties, thereby contributing to the develop-
ment of knowledge and concepts for
addressing local and global socio-ecolo-
gical challenges.

¢ maintains an extensive network of part-
nerships with institutions at home and ab-
road, designed and regularly reviewed
both structurally and institutionally along
sustainability principles.

e advocates for sustainable research and
research funding policies locally, natio-
nally, and internationally.

Il. Study and Teaching
Goethe University

e strives to further strengthen sustainabi-
lity, Education for Sustainable Develop-
ment (ESD), and issues of global inequa-
lities and injustices as cross-cutting the-
mes in diverse study programs, making
them accessible to all students. The uni-
versity promotes sustainability-related
teaching content and competence deve-
lopment as well as participatory, practi-
cal, and innovative teaching and learning
formats, enabling students to both think
and act sustainably.

e supports ESD expertise among all uni-
versity members, especially educators,
teachers and lecturers, to act as multipli-
ers for sustainability.

e creates opportunities for student initiati-
ves and activities for autonomous
sustainability education.



lll. Interaction with Society/Transfer
Goethe University

e understands transfer in the context of
sustainability as a mutual, inclusive,
and participatory interaction between
science and society that addresses re-
levant societal issues. As part of this in-
teraction, the university strives to create
an exchange on equal terms between
societal and scientific actors.

e promotes transdisciplinary research
and teaching projects on societal
issues collaboratively with practitio-
ners, and communicates the results to
a broad audience.

e strengthens support structures for the
transfer of technologies and intellectual
property that contribute to socio-ecolo-
gical transformation.

e contributes to the political decision-ma-
king process for a sustainable society
through research and transparent com-
munication.

IV. Governance

Goethe University

e commits to enabling sustainability within its
university structures and processes, inclu-
ding by reviewing and adjusting regulati-
ons, frameworks, and strategies, and as-

signing responsibilities.

sees itself as a transcultural space compo-
sed of various identities and cultural prac-
tices. It involves its members in the process
of becoming a sustainable university,
considering various and especially interna-
tional perspectives.

V. Operations

Goethe University

reflects on the local and global socio-eco-
logical impacts of its operational proces-
ses, striving to continuously minimize ne-
gative impacts and maximize positive o-
nes.

aims to operate comprehensively, as soon
as possible, in a climate-neutral manner,
carefully managing a remaining green-
house gas budget.

strives to align all operational processes
with the principle of circularity and imple-
ment a socio-ecological energy supply by
increasing its self-sufficiency.

works on implementing a biodiverse and
barrier-free campus with sustainable
supply structures in the interests both of
environmental protection and the inclusion
of all university members.

further develops its operational processes
for social and ecological sustainability
through an indicator-based management
system, and transparently communicates
challenges and achievements.

develops a sustainability strategy, including
goals and measures for all university areas,
as part of a participatory and inclusive pro-
cess. These goals and measures are con-
tinuously reviewed, and their implementa-
tion status reported.

engages transparently and continuously
with its own history as a crucial element in
developing both its self-understanding as
well as its sustainability understanding.
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Addendum

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-
velopment, adopted by all United Nations
member states in 2015, is a shared concept
for peace and prosperity for people and the
planet, both now and in the future. Its center-
piece is the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals representing an urgent call to action
for all countries within a global partnership
(cf. United Nations (2015) Transforming our
world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable De-

velopment).

Climate Justice: The concept of climate
justice originated in the environmental and
climate justice movements of marginalized
population groups. It views the climate crisis
as an ethical and political question of social
justice, focusing on the unequal distribution
of responsibility for and consequences of the
climate crisis. While countries in the Global
North historically bear the greatest responsi-
bility for greenhouse gas emissions and are
therefore the main perpetrators and benefi-
ciaries, countries and regions in the Global
South, as well as populations that have con-
tributed the least to climate change, are
most affected by its consequences (cf. Bali
Principles of Climate Justice (2002)).

Doughnut Economics: The outer boundary
of the "Doughnut" in the Doughnut Econom-
ics concept is formed by nine dimensions of
planetary boundaries, while a social founda-
tion of twelve dimensions secures prosperity
internally. The "Doughnut" in between repre-
sents the space for safe and just (economic)
actions, ensuring that the inner social foun-
dations do not become deficient and the
outer ecological boundaries are not ex-
ceeded (cf. Raworth, Kate (2017) Doughnut
Economics. Seven Ways to Think Like a
21st-Century Economist).

Education for Sustainable Development
(ESD): Education for Sustainable Develop-
ment (ESD) empowers individuals to think
and act sustainably. It enables everyone to
understand the impact of their actions on the
world and make responsible decisions. ESD
promotes knowledge, awareness, skills, and
actions crucial for individual and societal
transformation towards sustainability (cf. Na-
tionaler Aktionsplan Bildung fir nachhaltige
Entwicklung (2017) and Education for sus-
tainable development: a roadmap (2020)).

Whole Institution Approach: This ap-
proach envisages aligning universities’ core
competencies, academic activities, and op-
erational processes (in research, teaching,
transfer, governance, and operation) with
sustainability, readjusting them, and consist-
ently intertwining them. This approach is rec-
ommended by the World Action Programme
on ESD with the Roadmap Education for
Sustainable Development 2030, the Natio-
naler Aktionsplan BNE, and the German
Rectors' Conference (HRK) (cf.
Hochschulrektorenkonferenz  (2018) Fur
eine Kultur der Nachhaltigkeit).






